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Extracts from 
the Labour 
leader's 
speech in 
Blackpool 
yesterday 

‘Today I offer you, and we offer the 
country; a new vision. If we are to 
build this new Age of Achievement, 
you and L and all of us together, must 
first build the decent society to de- 
liver it. A society in which every in- 
dividual is valued, every person 
given a chance to develop their po- 
tential, a society to which we con- 
tribute and which contributes to us. 

“History will call it the Decent So- 
ciety, a new social order for the new 
Age of Achievement for Britain. 

“We will respect family life, de- 
velop it and encourage it in any way 
we can. For strong families are the 
foundation of strong communities. 

“We wiQ provide opportunities for 
those without ... implement a pro- 
gramme to take 250,000 young peo- 
ple off benefit and into work ... put 
a roof over the heads of the home- 
less by releasing money bora the sale 
of council houses ... enhance the en- 
vironment with policies to ease con- 
gestion, reduce pollution. 

“I am proud that Labour has tak- 
en the mantle of the party of law and 
order ... 1 say to the people who tell 
us it’s wrong to want to crack down 
on violent crime, drug pushers, anti- 
social neighbours or hooligans; 'Ey 
living next door to them. 

“I believe we should ban the pri- 
vate ownership and possession of 
handguns. That is Our duty to the ■ 
people of Dunblane. 

“Previous Labour governments 
did their duty by British pensioners 
and so will the neat _. But 1 wfll not 
make promises on money until I 
know they can be kept ... One thing 
I can promise to pensioners, and 
everyone ’ else gladly: The next 
Labour government wall scrap The 
Tory internal market of the NHS ~ • 
No more hospitals fighting hospitals. 

■ “Let us modernise government it- 
self, so it serves the interests of the 
people ... A parliament for Scotland . 
and an Assembly for'VthJes, legislated 
in the first year of a Labour gov- 


: My Decent Society 
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Promises amd visions^ Tony Blair taffing the Brftfsh people yesterday, 'We are coming home to you. We are back as the party of the people 


eminent _ A directly elected 
authority for London ... The 
quango state in the dustbin of 
history. 

“Wfe wfl] reform Parliament 
too ... More women MPs __ 


Prime Minister's Questions 
reformed so that it does Par- 
iiament credit ... Boding the 
greatest symbol of privilege 1 ^' 
any democracy in the world,' 
by matting that hereditary 




“Blair played the part of 
Prime Minister/ rehearsing 
the role which every mem-' 
ber of his audience's" how | 
sure he wifl be playirig .for' 
real in seven months' time./ 
announcing that hevwburtd 
open immediate, 
tions with European, gcfr- 
emments about how he will 
handle the British EU pres- 
idency in 1998, he was the PM in waiting. v ;*» 

At one point he even referred by mistaketo /^eLabour] 
government today". If this .was hubris; the pdnfeifertse 

loved it." _ 

Donald 




peers aren’t voting in the 
House of Lords. 

•The Labour government 
today is not the political arm 
■tif anyone other than the 
British people. But let us set- 


tle these arguments about in- 
dustrial law once and for 
good. There wiH be no return 
to the '70s. But there should 
and there will be basic civfl 
rights for all at. work, legislat- 


ed on early in a Labour gov- 
ernment.” 

T say to the British people": 
Have the courage to change 
now. We are coming home to 
you. We axe back as the par-: 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


ty of the people; and that’s why 
the people are coining back to 
us. 

“When a 76-year-old widow 
from Liverpool, a party mem- 
ber since before I was boro. 


sends me a Christmas card that says 
Tony, please, for me, win 1 , then I tell 
you, we have a duty to win. 

“Just mouth the words: ’Five more 
Ton 1 years’, and feel your senses and 
reason repulsed by what they have 
done to our country. The tax-cutting 
party that gave us the biggest tax rise 
in peacetime. The law and order par- 
ty that doubled crime. 

“In 1945, when miners voted 
Labour, they did h so that their sons 
would not have to go down the pit 
as they had. And in 1964 their chil- 
dren voted Labour because they saw 
the next generation’s chance to go 
to university and do better than their 
parents had done. 

“Wc are not a sect or a cult. We 
are part of ibe broad movement of 
human progress. The marriage of 
ambition with justice, the constant 
striving of the human spirit to do bet- 
ter and be better. It is that which sep- 
arates us from Conservatives. 

“Labour's coining home. Seven- 
teen years of hurt never stopped ns 
dreaming. Labour's coming tome. As 
we did in ‘45 and ‘64. 1 know that was 
then, but it conJd be again. 

“Britain can take on the world and 
win. And we will be envied through- 
out the world not just because of our 
castles and palaces and our glorious 
history, but because we gave hope 
back to the generations, we turned 
this country round by the will of the 
people, in unity with the party of the 
people, and we built the Age of 
Achievement in our lifetime." 

“All I ask is a chance to serve. At 
the time of the next election, there 
wfll be just 1,000 days until the new 
millennium - 1,000 days to prepare 
for 1,000 years. 

“The true radical mission of the 
Labour Party, new and old, is this: 
Not to hold people back but to help 
them get on. Our task is to restore 
hope, to build a new Age of Achieve- 
ment in a new and different world.” 
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"Tony Blair's promise of a- 
decent society, an age. of 
achievenient and a pledged, 
contract ibr gowemrnent was 
delivered with one central 
appeal to the voters beyond 
Blackpool’s VMnterQardens. 

“ftave the - courage to 
now," he.ur^l his 
television audience. /'We 
are cprrfing home to you. We 
are back as trie party of the people; and that is why 
the people are oorriing back to us." The enthusiasm of 
delegates belied an underlying subtext - that Mr Blair 
by no means believes trie next Action is in the bag.” 

r. Antfiony Bevins, page 4 
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Booker contenders 

Beryl Bainbridge leads the six- 
sirong Booker" Prize shortlist 
with her fictionalised account of 
the sinking of the ruonie m 
1912. Other strong contenders 
on a list well received by critics 

are Graham Swift and Margaret 

^vood. Both have been noom- 
inaled before- 

lives lost needlessly 

Thousands of women are miss- 
ing out on life-saving dreg treat- 
ment for breast cancer despite 

S^ntrewertibleeridencethat 

“can reduce the spreadof the 
disease and increase chances of 
. rJSal. a British sutgepn told 
an international conference 
yesterday. /Page 8 

popular culture 

Om^rTand ballet. traditionally 
Warded as eBtisi pursuits, have 
undergone a.reswgence of 

- popularity owsr the past fen 
y2£! according to the^rte 
Council- ’ . . 

Chirac snu bs Italy 

Jacques Chirac 
tag's hopes ofqualiiyiog fa 
iheTfrst round of; European. 
Nfootftaiy Union were unHke- 

simply too for behind to 
rtiS* the ^Maastricht mfonj 
-oa time- ' pa 8 e . 


Labour MPs also took 



CHRIS BLACKHURSTand 
PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES ‘ . . 

TWo leading Laftoiirjiblitiaans, 
one of them a Shadow Cabinet 
member, are among 25 MPs to 
have received financial assfe- 
laupe from Ian Greer,. the con- 
troversial Westminster lobbyist 
at the centre of the cash-for- 
questions affair. . 

Chris Smith, Labours Hat-, 
imge- spokesman, and : Pong: 
Hoyle, chairman of the Parlia- 
mentary Latour Pafty v both 
confirmed to The Independent-. 
yesterday that : they had 
ceived money from Mr Greer to 

. • -.s ■ 


jug into the aHegation^abput 

M? Hamilton’s failurc to’de^re.. 

hospitality from Mohamed aj 
SdadientofMrGrtfcr,.:- 
News of the payments to the ■ 

two mens? fighting iunds wjn 

knock. a serious; dent m 

Labbrartsj)! tens tq ' 


' ttoHtofcase brought by Nefl 
HannJtonjttofonr^Ibry min- 
ister and Mri.Grter, over Cash 
: for questions.' 

But John 'Major was still fac- 


the' re-opening of the' entire 
' esash-for-questrons scandal arid 
demands to for hiS' full co- 
operation with a- parUainen- 
• taty ijvCstiffltion into the affair. 

. ■ Labour - pninediately called 
■for an adjournment debate 
when MlVriJtnm to Westmin- 
ster. In his keynote speech yes- 
’terday, TbqyBlair seized on the 
. affdr.^cTbries changed the 

.iiw folet Mr Hamilton put his 
: Case ,”he said wjll change 

ibe lav to make, The. lbrics 

' /.Vbti tijy their aCL Tb coin"? 

jrftrase, we yfflUBi?' tough p” 8 


Until The Independent con- 
tacted them yesterday, neither 
•1 Mr Snath nor Mr Ifoyle's iit; 
voavexneht-with Mr Greer-had 
been:made public. Several se- 
■mor *^ries, indudjngtwo Gov- 
erimi^ht:' ministers, are ajso. 
understood to have received 
: contributions to their election 
from Mr Greer. 


Of^eaze."-Mr.Blair. prewmsed 
to asMhe NoJaii Gahvnftee on 
jstandiutisin pubhc lifettoin-. 


add«f “wewiUegi^itoto make 
theTbries xeve^teflus where 
their mcraity c6xhes-SkHn r . 


_ jfii^cai^DavidMeDo^the 
former ’minister and. MP for 
Putney, has admitted to tajring 
.the cash.' At that time,- Mr- 
Greer : was a conkituenl of Mr 
MefloriSi There is hd such con- 
■ stituency connection between 
■ Mr Greer and foe tiro Labour 

- Mr &a^h said the lobbyist 
a cbequfe fcr.£200 dunug 
^the last. general election in 
•!l992. “Ian <3frecr made a do- 
’. .nation of £200 to my election 
campaign, fund at the last elec- 
. tiem. I accepted Um the . noimal 
way. as a tfonation to my cam- 
pa^n. , '^sked if he knew Mr" 
Greer, the. shadow minister 
; replied: Wot particularly.'" Af- 


ter receiving the money, said Mr 
. Smith- “I pnoned him and said 
“thanks very much’.” Mr Smith 
stressed that Mr Greer had re- 
ceived nothing in return for the 
money. “He hasoot secured any 
favours from me,” he said. 

In the light of the controversy 
surrounding Mr Greer, added 
Mr Smith, he would “probably 
not” accept the money again. 

Mr Hoyle, chairman of the.in- 
flaential PIP since 1992-heis 
up for election this autumn - 
was twice paid £500 to his elec- 
tion fond to help him win two 
general-election campaigns. 
“Tve known Ian Greer over 
many years,” said Mr Hoyle; : 
Mho was a guest at Mr Greer’s 
60th birfodity party. ' . 

In the 1987 and 1992 cam^ 
paigns, Mr Hoyle, the MB for 

Wurington, was sent £5001115-, 
solicited, by Mr Greer. TVe 
never asked Ian Gfeer for a do- 
nation, ” said Mr Hoyle, adtfing, 
“it was very. Welcome to my 
agent because we’re not exact-, 
ly awash with money." ... 
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Appeal to 
loyalists on 
ceasefire 


SIR MICHAEL GRYLLS: 

The MP for North-West 
Surrey is a champion of 
small businesses. Chair- 
man of the Tory trade and 
industry committee, he is 
a friend of Greer and in 
1989 gave Greer unprece- 
dented access to a meet- 
ing of the committee. An 
mquiiy in 1990 found he 
had received at least three 
payments for introducing 
Greer to clients but waited 
years to declare them. 


SIR PETER HORDERN: 

MP for Horsham. Has 
served on the public ac- 
counts committee and se- 
lect committee of 
privileges. Once descnbed 
as the “ablest Tory never 
to have been a minister". 
Widely-respected and wrth 
the image of a City Gent 
he stuck closely to the 
Commons rules in declar- 
ing in the Members' Inter- 
ests register that he was 
a paid consultant to 


TIM SMITH: 

MP for Beaconsfield. 
Served as secretary to the 
Tory MP's Trade and In- 
dustry Committee and a 
member of the Public Ac- 
counts Committee. Smrth, 
48. used the Commons to 
ask questions about man- 
agement consultancy 
companies used by the 
Government Resigned as 
soon as named as having 
received cash from Mr 
Fayed via Mr Greer. 


ANDREW BOWDEN: 

MP for Bnghton Kemp- 
town. Regarded as cranky 
by some, he is a tireless 
campaigner for pensioners 
and animals. Recruited by 
Greer in 1987 to help in 
the Fayed campaign and 
reportedly paid £5,000 
for his efforts. Angrily de- 
nied the allegations and 
will not welcome the bad 
publicity as he prepares 
to defend a majority of 
only 3.056. 


DAVID MELLOR: 

Faces a challenge lor his 
Putney seat from Sir 
James Goldsmith with 
whom he is currently in- 
volved in a public slanging 
match over who is most 
tarnished with sleaze. 
Known for his many busi- 
ness contacts in the Mid- 
dle East Received 
assistance from Greer, 
who then lived in Putney, 
towards his 1987 election 
expenses. 


DOUG HOYLE: 

MP for Warrington North. 
An extrovert soft-left MP 
who is likely to be deeply 
embarrassed by today's 
revelation of his links to 
Mr Greer. During the Arms 
to Iraq scandal Mr Hoyle, 
as a member of the Trade 
and Industry select com- 
mittee, was one of the 
most outspoken critics of 
government sleaze. He is 
also regarded in the com- 
mons as pro-Israeli. 


CHRIS SMITH: 

MP for Islington South 
and Finsbury. The shadow 
secretary of health could 
have done without news 
of Mr Greer’s payment to 
his election fond emerging 
as he tries to make his 
mark at the Labour con- 
ference. Hard-working and 
intellectual he is well-re- 
spected by colleagues 
who will be surprised that 
he would have any deal- 1 
ings with lobbyists. 


Top Tories 
face dossier 


of claims 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


John Major and some of the 
mom senior figures in the Con- 
servative Party were being 
dragged yesterday into the con- 
troversy surrounding Neil 
Hamilton, the Tory MP ac- 
cused of taking cash for parlia- 
mentary questions. 

A dossier of fresh allegations 
allegedly involving other se- 
nior Tory figures was sent to Sir 
Gordon Downey, the Parlia- 
mentary Ombudsman, by Mo- 
hamed al- Fayed, the owner of 
Harrods. His'claims that he had 
paid thousands of pounds in 
cash in envelopes to Mr Hamil- 
ton led to the libel action. 

The Prime Minister's office 
faced calls for the papers to be 
submitted to a fresh investiga- 
tion of Mr Hamilton by a Com- 
mons committee of MPs. 
Downing Street is resisting 
pressure to publish the docu- 
ments, which led to the case be- 
ing dropped. They showed a 
conflict between Mr Hamilton 
and lan Greer, the head of a 
public. relations company who 
was also suing 77/e Guardian. 
The newspaper, which received 
the government documents, 
said the inland Revenue would 
find "much to interest them". 

Alex Carlile. the Liberal De- 
mi htriI MP. told The Indepen- 
dent that he is writing to Sir 
Gordon to call for him to in- 
vestigate complaints he had 
made alleging Mr Hamilton 


received L25.iW.HJ in cash and 
vouchers. 

There was growing pressure 
last night for Sir Gordon to he 
given tougher powers. The new- 
ly created select committee on 
standards in public life is dom- 
inated by Tory MPs who could 
frustrate an inquiry until after 
the election. 

Lord Nolan, who reported on 
standards in public fife, warned 
that Parliament was being dam- 
aged by the a I legal ions of 
sleaze: these, he said, should be 
investigated by Sir Gordon. 
But Sir Gordon said his powers 
were limited. "The judicial sys- 
tem has opportunities which are 
really open to a select commit- 
tee inquiry or an inquiry by me." 

Donald Dewar, the Labour 
Chief Whip, led demands for a 
thorough investigation by Sir 
Gordon. He said: "In the in- 
terests of the public wc have got 
to get to the bottom of iL l hope 
Sir Gordon Downev will call for 



Losing could 
have cost 


The Government yesterday 
illustrated how seriously it re- 
gards the present threat to 
the loyalist ceasefire by ap- 
pealing directly to the ex- 
treme Protestant groups not 
to return to violence. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew. the 

Secretary of Stale for North- 
ern Ireland, said the collapse 
of the ceasefire would have 
"dangerous consequences", 
but at the same time com- 
mended what he described as 
the self-discipline of the lov- 
.ilis Ls over the last two years. 

Concern for the ceasefire, 
which was declared in Octo- 
ber 1994. has grown since 
Monday's announcement by 
prisoners affiliated to the Ul- 
ster Defence Association, 
one of the two main Protes- 
tant paramilitaiy groups, that 
they were withdrawing their 
support from the peace 
process. David McKittrick 


Firm sues 
over nuclear 
weapons ‘leak’ 


Charity attack 
on designer 


Blue Circle, the industrial 
group, yesterday launched n 
multi-million pound damages 
claim against the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment for 
allegedly contaminating a site 
at Aidcrinaston - next to the 
plant where Trident wnrhends 
arc mode - with nuclear ma- 
terials. 

"High levels" of plutonium 
and uranium were found on 
the estate after ponds nit the 
AWE land burst (heir banks 
during a rainstorm in 19S9 
and flooded marshes and a 
lake on the Blue Circle 
land. 

A thousand cubic metres 
of soil contaminated with 
plutonium l.OOti Limes above 
normal background levels 
was excavated from the 
estate but the contamination 
continues and has halted 
any sale of the property and 
driven away customers! the 
High Court was told yoier- 
dav. 


Crime files 


over £lm 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 


persons and papers will get all 
the raw material so that we can 


make a proper judgement." 
Labour is likely to press for 


a debate immediately the Com- 
mons returns on 14 October. Mr 



mons returns on 14 October. Mr 
Hamilton said he is- referring the 
affair to Sir Gordon to clear his 
name. Mr Dewar said: “1 am not 
sure that will be popular with 
some of his own colleagues al- 
legedly involved in the affair but 
there dearly is a need to prop- 
erly investigate it." 

there was also anger among 
Labi *ur MPs over a vote in the 


Man in the middle: Neil Hamilton, the MP who dropped 
his libel action over claims he -took cash for questions 


House of Lords for a change in 
a 3lHi-\ ear-old law which en- 
abled Mr Hamilton to pursue 
his ease. A Labour MP. Denis 
MucShanc. wrote to Commons 
Speaker Betty Boulhroyd call- 
ins for. an ureerit debate over 


how parliamentary rules were 
changed "to benefit Mr Neil 
Hamilton" in his libel action. 

The Conservative Party in- 
sisted it was “a matter between 
Mr Hamilton and The 
Guardian". 


Neil Hamilton and lan Greer, 
who are many thousands of 
pounds the poorer after their 
disastrous encounter with the 
law of libel, might reflect that 
it could have been much worse. 

The costs of losing alter a 
three- to four-week, trial could 
have easily topped £lm. 

As the hard reality of the tri- 
al drew near, the signs of doubt 
appeared. Mr Greer ap- 
proached the Guardian in the 
middle of last week offering to 
reduce his claim of £10m spe- 
cial damages for loss of business 
to £23ra. 

Mr Greer and Mr Hamilton 
had not at that stage fallen out 
- which they duly did in spec- 
tacular fashion by the end of the 
week. But there were growing ex- 
pectations that whatever Mr 
Hamilton might want to do, Mr 
Greer was seeking a way ouL 
There were also rumours that 
one or more of Mr Greer's forr . 
mer staff had turned against him. - 

Crunch point was looming by 
Thursday night after the news- 
paper obtained a court order for 
the Treasury solicitors to deliv- 
er a bundle of government doc- 
uments relevant to the case. 
Among them was a minute of 
a telephone conversation be- 
tween Michael Heseltine, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, and 
Mr Hamilton during which Mr 
Heselline (then President of the 
Board of Trade) had asked the 


then trade minis ter whether he 
had ever received money from 
Mr Greer. Mr Hamilton said he 
had not. 

Mr Heseltine did not, ap- 
parently, make a note of the 
conversation, but Sir Robin 
Butler, the Cabinet Secretary, is 
understood to have drawn up a 
minute. It appeared to contra- 
dict information in documen- 
tation obtained from Mr Greer; 
The conflict of interest was 
crystallised and the breakdown 
in trust complete. Mr Hamilton 
was beside himself. Richard 
Ferguson QC the pair’s leading 
counseL approached the news- 
paper over possible settlement. 

Both men had been repre- 
sented by Peter Carter-Ruck & 
Partners but were forced to seek 
separate solicitors to handle the 
latter stages of the mess. One 
consolation, though Mr Hamil- 
ton might not think so now. is 
that the ticking time-bomb was 
revealed before the trial began 
and dock up even more costs. 

Fighting the .action would 
probably have -been an uphill 
battle in any event, with a sig- 
nificant part devoted to at- 
tempting to discredit witnesses 
which the newspaper would 
have called to corroborate state- 
ments by Mohammed al-FayecL 

Mr Hamilton tried to put a 
brave face on it yesterday after 
attending court to formally dis- 
continue the action. “A man is 
innocent until proven guilty, ex- 
cept in the columns of the 
Guardian ," he said. 


A leading charity has criti- 
cised one of Britain's most 
acclaimed young designers 
for using "crass" imagery of a 
starving child on his clothes. 

The photograph of a skele- 
taily-lhin African child is fea- 
tured on the back of a jacket 
from Alexander McQueen's 
autumn/wintcr collection. 

Christian Aid's Head of 
Campaigns. John Jackson, 
said: “It is a sad image that is 
used meanmglessJy and out 
of context. It is basically sim- 
ply crass. If this jacket is de- 
signed to shock then it's 
worked on me. 1 think it is 
tasteless to turn famine into a 
fashion statement." 


on computer 


The Metropolitan Mice fi- 
nally joined the microchip 
age yesterday, completing a 
London-wide network of 
2.400 computers that can 
record details of crimes and 
link them across the capital. 

But it is adopting a “Year 
Zero" approach to old crime 


data on the Crime Reporting 
Information Svstem (CRIS)- 


£200m drugs 
haul on boat 


Information System (CRIS)~ 
whieh means that informa- 
tion on burglaries, thefts and 
fraud stretching back six 
years, and held on paper at 
police si aliens around the 
city, will never be added to 
the system. Some police sta- 
tions have reported problems 
in Lraining staff to use the 
new equipment correctly. 
Charles Arthur 


A cocaine seizure made on 
board a ship in Cork yester- 
day may be one of the 
biggest-ever drug consign- 
ments from South America 
to Europe, Irish customs 
sources said. 

The value of the seizure on 
board the 60ft converted 
trawler. Sea Msr - which 
took shelter in the Irish port 
from a weekend storm on a 
journey from Venezuela - 
could top £200ra. 

The Sea Mist was thought 
to have been heading for 
Denmark, via the Kid Canal. 
The drugs on board were 
reckoned to have been bound 
for the general European 
market, including Britain. 
Five arrests have been made. 


At home with 


MoD training 
privatised 

Helicopter pilots for the 
Army, Navy and Air Force 
will receive their basic flying 
training from a privately run 
training school from next 
April, in the MoD s biggest 
privatisation so far, it con- 
firmed yesterday. 

The contract to 
run the Iri-service Defence 
Helicopter Flying School and 
train 23U pilots, navigators 
and aircrew a year is expect- 
ed to go to FBS Ltd. Armed 
Forces’ Minister Nicholas 
Soamcs said. The privatisa- 
tion of basic training Is 
designed to save £77 m 
over the next 15 ye;irs. 
Christopher Bellamy 


McCartney 


Crisp-munching boys become 
Britain’s youngest burglars 


Teenage murderer 
is allowed to die 


IAN BURRELL 


RICHARD SMITH and 
MICHAEL STREETER 


Two boys aged lour and live 
have earned the dubiovis dis- 
tinction of being the country’s 
youngest burglars after a house- 
holder returned home to find 
the diminutive would-be jewel 
thieves munching Miack> and 
slurping soil drinks alter having 
broken in through the kitchen 
door. 

The culprits w ere young, but 
the scene greeting the woman 
who lived there was horribly 
reminiscent of am adull bur- 
glary . Valuables. m J food were 
scattered ail *ner the flour and 
a broken window pane provid- 
ed evidence of the crime. 

The 37-voar-oId victim, of 
Kidderminster in Worcester- 
shire. who asked not to be 
named, described what she had 
found when she relumed home 


alter visiting a friend. ’ They had 
drunk half a buttle of clierrv.idc 
which they lelt on my bed. 
They had eaten a box of Terry ’s 
All Gold chocolates in the spare 
Ivdroom. 

"They had taken the hags of 
crisps from the kitchen, had 
eaten ffiosl of them and scat- 
tered the rest over the sitting 
room IliNir. They hud the jew- 
ellery in their hands and I pre- 
sume they would have taken it." 
she said. 

Describing the emotions of 
any householder whose home 
has been violated the woman, 
who had not previously been 
burgled in 1 5 years, said:" I just 
cried for the next two days - 1 
was that upset somebody had 
been in my home and gone 
through my belongings. Much 
of the jewellery was of great sen- 
timental value. 

“I’m moving house soon and 


I'll he glad to get out of here." 
she added. 

“II hen 1 confronted them the 
hoys didn’t say a word but their 
f.tce< looked guilty. If they are 
behaving like this at that age 
w hui will they be like w hen they 
are lb?” 

Local police confirmed that 
in the incident kite last week the 
two boys had broken in through 
the kitchen door - probably us- 
ing an ornamental garden duck 
to break the glass - and had 
searched most of the rooms of 
the three-bedroom semi- 
detached council house in Fo- 
ley Park before they were con- 
fronted by the owner. 

"It is a bit unbelievable real- 
ly isn’t it?” Inspector Andy 
Mackillop of Kidderminster 
police asked. 

"I can’t recall four- and tive- 
ycar-olds being involved in 
something like this before. It is 


extraordinary for kids of this age 
to do that.” he added. 

.After being interviewed, the 
children were given a "good 
dressing down" in front of their 
parents, he said, although be- 
cause of their age no further ac- 
tion was being taken. 

The four-vear-old. who lives 
opposite the victim, received 
rougher justice from his fami- 
ly. His 41-ycar-old mother, who 
lias five other children, admit- 
ted that she "smacked him with 
a belt when became home”. 

“He has never done any- 
thing like this before and I felt 
very embarrassed.” she said, 
adding. “My husband sent £15 
across to pay for the glass to be 
mended. 

”1 don’t think he will do 
anything like that again - espe- 
cially with the policeman com- 
ing here and having a word with 
him." 


A teenage murderer who tried 
to kill himself in jail has been 
allowed to die in hospital after 
being kept alive on a life sup- 
port machine in hospital for two 
days. 

Andrew Sheehan, 18, from 
Northampton, bad tried to 
hang himself in his cell at Swm- 
fen Hall young offenders' in- 
stitution, near Lichfield in 
Staffordshire, on Sunday. He 
was found by prison staff who 
cut him down and gave him 
mouth to mouth resuscitation. 

Sheehan briefly regained 
consciousness but his condition 
deteriorated after he was tak- 
en to a nearby hospital for 
emergency treatment. He was 
placed on a lire support ma- 
chine but had suffered serious 
brain damage. 

Doctors decided there was 
nothing more they could do and 
Sheehan was allowed to die at 


1pm yesterday. The prison ser- 
vice said last night that it had 
begun an inquiry into the cir- 
cumstances of the teenager’s 
death. 

Sheehan, who pleaded guilty 
to the murder, bad been con- 
victed in June of killing 
.Stephen Reilly, a 66-year-old 
pensioner who was murdered in 
his flat after being subjected to 
two hours of torture. Oxford 
Crown Court heard that Shee- 
han bad made two separate at- 
tacks on Mr Reilly at the retired 
Irish labourers flat in 
Northampton one night last 
September. 

In the attacks the teenage*; 
who was 17 at the time, ripped 
oat the pensioner’s intercom 
telephone, took his keys and 
locked the door so that he 
could make no appeal for help. 
Returning later he beat, 
stabbed and stripped the efcterfy 
man, leaving him tying in a pool 
of blood. 


The National Trust has ap- 
plied for planning permission 
to open Paul McCartney's old 
home up to tourists. The 
trust bought the threc- 
bedroomed terraced house in 
Forthlin Road. Allenon. Liv- 
erpool, last year. 

McCartney lived there with 
brother Mike and their par- 
ents from 1955 until he 
soared to fame with the Beat- 
les in 1963. He and John 
Lennon wrote Love Me Do 
and / Saw Her Standing There 
in the house. 

A custodian will live in the 
house and deal with visitors, 
who will have to book tickets 
in advance and travel to the 
house by mini-bus from a car 
park two miles away. 


‘Cowbqys’ 
cost millions 


Cowboy builders arc costing 
the country £4U(lm a year in 
unpaid taxes, as complaints 
about home improvements 
are rocketing, according to 
new research. 

The report, commissioned 
by the AA, calls on Parlia- 
ment, consumer groups and 
trade associations to imple- 
ment a nine-point plan to 
combat cowboys. These in- 
clude forcing tradesmen by 
law to supply detailed invoic- 
es, a requirement for insur- 
ance-backed warranties for . 
work above a certain cost and 
experts settling simple dis- 
putes via an arbitration 
scheme. Glenda Cooper 
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MATOANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Correspondent 


One of lie grande dames of 
English letters may finally win 
lie Booker on fonrtb attempt 
after bangstortiisted again 
last right for tbe JBteraiy wood’s 
most pres£jgkH|sprize- 

" " RamliriiW Iwiffe 

bc-strong sfuitlist 


Grace respectively. Both have 
been shortlisted before. 

Hie other three in' the- run- 


year’s six-strong ; 

Every Man For Himself, her ac- 
d flhn cd fictionalised account of 
the anting of the Titanic in 
1912. 

' Bnt other strong contenders 
ona list weD received by critics 
are Graham Swift and Margaret 
Atwood, second favourites to 
win with Last Orders andAUas 


ro»f&e,RohintonMis- 
tiy tar A Fine Balance and Der- 
Tfiaat Seamus Deane in a 
mqmse inclusion for his fizst 
a am Reading In The Dark. 

Unusually, tbe shortlist con- 
tains an equal number of men 
and women and the full possi- 
ble tcHDpkment of books. 

; Last year the judges could 
not agree on a sixth — specu- 
lated to have been Martin 
Anus’s The Information — and 
only put up five. 

This year debate central 
around the absence of Ben El- 


top's bestselling satire on Hol- 
lywood 61m violence, Popcorn, 
which had made the longfist and 
been highly praised by one of 
the judges, A N WQson. 

But it was eventually reject- 
ed during .a three-and-a-half 
hour meeting of the Booker’s 
five judges at London's Savile 
Club. 

' The novelist Jonathan Coe, 
who sat on the panel, said: 
"Popcorn was put forward and 
discussed at great length and 
very vigorously. It was on our 
long list and had strong advo- 
cates. 

“But it was in a pool of a 
dozen from which we had to 
make a painful reduction. Some 


of the books which were most 
both- discussed did not make it 
onto the list. The ones with the 
least dispute were the ones 
which are on the shortlist. 

“The bottom line is ’Which 
one did you enjoy reading the 

most?' Ente rtainment and plea- 
sure were very high on our list 
when cunadermg these books." 

Another notable exdusiun 
was A S Byatt, who won the 
1990 Booker with Possession but 
whose Babel Timer failed to 
make the longlisL 

David MalouTs The Con- 
versations At Carlow Creek', 
John Lanchestcr’s The Debt To 
Pleasure and* novel by another 
former Booker winner, Roddy 


Doyle, The Bfarmin H7i <» Bhftnrf 
huo Doors were also not on the 
list. 

The £20000 prize will be 
awknkd on 29 October at a din- 
ner lobe filmed live by BBC2. 
Last year it went to rat Bark- 
er’s The Ghost Road. 

Carmen CnllB, the publisher, 
writer and broadcaster, chaired 
die judges who also included Ion 

lark, editor of Grunt a, and A L 

Kennedy, the author. 

She qi id: “It has been a won- 
derful year for fiction. There 
were at least 10 novels we ar- 
gued about. 

“We compromised as little as 
possMe and still felt that we had 
made the right choice." 
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Fourth time lucky? Beryl Bainbrfdge leads Booker shortlist 
with her novel about the Titanlc,.Brmy Man Rtr Himself ■ 
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Matt For Mhnsetf 

Rohiotan MUiy AFkie 
Betmooe 

StMna Mwckaap 

Tbs Orchard On Fine 

Sevwcfa Dmkm: 
flooding In The Bar* 


« of Jfccle Dodds, Step- 
flrther of Vinca, off 
; «nriofMw8Eteptec •: 

jfased ori theiflffe of the 

rtiurtlaf' of tier employer 
and Ws-hoiBrteeper to 
1843 afiecJ lfl. ■ / . 

The sinking of the 
Ttente 

TWd Hindu tmtors and a 
Rant student share a 
Bombay flat with e wid- 
ow in the dark years of 
internal emergjflcy in 
indie ai the 1970s. 

Set in Entfand during 
coronation year. Fancy 
and Betty Hwtency hwe 
swapped ttwirSMhwm 
0n palace for a Stone- 
bridge teamen, but thwr 
your^( daughter « at nsh 

Growing up Cathode in 
Londonderry in the 
1940s and 1950s. 

.. - •• fW. 

' V. 1 
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ft#egr8jsrf»: 

“CordSms fls as 

one trfhfe ^anerafoii's 
finest, with an ima^na- 
tion of rare tarenedtot^ 
and vrtaRty.’ - The Times 

'toe result-tecteviSKtaiing. 

is as tar as 
afitotel can 8X" - The ; 
Mpehtfertfofi Sunday 
TAtes &ace Is toe au- 
tooda ^ftto The dlspos- 
'sessedandthebacfiticn- 
sfiertf* - 71mes. 

'•Hora ns a writer who 
knows precisely whet 
s t» is. dofeg and Mho 
does k with ummphat- 
Ic but exhttrating pan-: 
ache" The indep- 
endent 

*A narrative both spatk- 
ling and dcap, sporMad 
wfth surpriskc imeflss of- 
star-burst and ioe-frac- . 
tore” - The Sunday 
Times 

■The Jniaraitjr of Mistiyti 
pubafls as tie contem- 
plates the mauhngs of 

the vulnerable by the tfe 

compels you into ap- 
palled assent’ - 77ie 
SundayJTmes. 

“Heavy gang' is how 1 
'would have to desenbe 
this novel, it is not just 
very tang, but very skm" 

. The Sunday Telegraph. 

'Contains the tanfcfe 
knowtodgaortusnanM- 
Hbiflty and its conse- 
quences, and yet far- 
0 vbs it with a pRriound 
and tender moment at 
afBmsatioa VUbndertU* - 
Tho Times 

‘its themes are beauti- 
fully constructed ... the 
bej&ulmg atmosphere of 
a fifties d-tidhood Ungers 
on’ - The Independent 

Hoadkig In the Darts ts, 
ooraistontly fetiefcous hi 
dltect and compettng m 
atmospbare. But it's not 
optimtsdc’ - The Inde- 
pendent 

“Desperately sad to 
read, and almost im- 
possible to put down’ - 
The Independent on 
Sunday 

“Worked and beautiful 
prose" - Daily Wegraph 

Previous 

successes 

Waiertand, ' shortlisted 
for the Booker prize 

The Handmaid's Tide, 
Bodkei^xirffistandara. 

Won the Whitbread Prize 

with Injury Time. 

Bother shortest for Such 

A Long Journey. 

Dunedin and The Laugft- 
ing Academy. 

Thas is hts first novel 

Background 

V . \ ' - 1" . * 1 • 

Son of a duff Servant, he 
deckfeg to' be a wrtterirt 
hte mSd-teens. He used 
hts Elfish degree at 
Cambridge .to team to. 
write andiputifehed h)s 
first novel aged 31, fbF 
tow«JtyVfeteriandtwo 
years Jatet Now 47, he 
8ves>Vtemkmorth- _ . 

. Shxtod American 19th- 
cehtury Barature at Har- 
vard. Began her literary 
"career as feminist poet; 
early novels also dwelt on 
toe- indignities inffietBd on 
women by meru iJvBS in 
Tbrorito. •• 

Bom 1934 In Lireipool; 
be&n her career as an 
actress. Established her 
reputation as a novelist 
In the 1970s with The 
Dressmaker, The Boflfe 
Factory Outing, and 
VbungAdolf. 

Bom in Bombay in 
1952, has lived in Cana- 
da.since 1975. ' 

Bom in Edinburgh, she 
is author of two noveBes. 
three short story coHec- 
ttans and six novels. 

Bom in Londonderry in 
1940, he went to school 
with Seamus Heaney 
Has published a number 
of works of criticism and 
poetry and is general ed- 
itor of Field Day. an An- 
fhofagy of Irish Writing. 
Teaches at University of 
Notre Dame. Chicago. 
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A great 
decade 


Next week we’ll be 
celebrating our 
tenth anniversary 
with a week of 
special features, 
looking at the 
great events of the 
decade 

A great 
paper 


It will be a 
celebration of life 
and events as seen 
through the eyes of 
Britain’s most 


innovative paper. 

A great 
future 


We will also be 
bringing you a 
lively new Section 
Two, and a great 
new Saturday 
package. 

THE INMPENDENT 


i-. 

* N..v; • 

Wtf r ? * •- 

Mt*y -4 *:• • 

i\ ;v '■ 
■Rvf- r 
t ! 1 
lie ii« f - • 
ilk-.*.. • 



say it would take mirade to save Allwood babies 


GLENDA COOPER 


The mother-of-eight is has been 


to avoid further miscarriages. Glenda Cooper reports 
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Doctors last night fought to keep 
Mandy Allwood’s remaining babies 
alive, while admitting that it would 
need a “mirade” forthemfobe bom 
safe and healthy. 

Ms Allwood, 32, who lost three of 
her octuplets yesterday, is current- 
ly being treated with ihe drug in- 
domethacin to srop uterus 
contractions which could lead to fur- 
ther miscarriages. Indomethadn can 
typically delay birth for hours or 
sometimes days, but Donald Gibb, 
her consultant obstetrician, did not 
expect the drugs to produce a^dra- 
matic turnaround". 

The three foetuses who died were 
all boys, each weighing less than 200 
grammes, and each sm allenough to 
fit into the palm of a hand. Ms All- 
wood held them briefly, after they- 
were born. 

: '\Mr Gibb, of King’s College Hos- 
llal, south-west London, said that 
there had been a “certain sense of 
inevitability” about Ms Allwood’s 
condition. He said that unless the re- : 
maining foetuses survive in tiiey 
womb for another five weeks’flujre 


could .be little chance of saving 
them. GnmishighfyunHtetybutwe 
don't give up hope," he added. 

Ms AHwood,wbo is l9 . weeks preg- 
nant, lost her first baby at home at 
5pm. yesterday. After advice from 
doctors over the telephone she was 
taken under police escort to hospi- 
tal where the two other babies were 
stillborn. 

. An ultrasound scan yesterday 
morning revealed that the remain- 
ing five were alive. Ms ADwood, 
whose partner Paul Hudson was ai 
her bedside, was described as being 
comfortable and resting. 

Mr Gibb said that the mis carriag es 
had occuosd after Ms Allwood's 
‘ uterus had become “very, very over- 
stretchecT as the weeks went try and 
%he membranes round tfiefirst baby 

had broken. ; ; V 

- Adted what wonki happen next, 
he said: “It's entirely unjHedictable. 
-1 could go up nqwand ste could mis- 
ianiy in zqmutes pr hours, but then^ 
ma^je nothuk will happen. 1 " . ’ 

>&Allwc(^spabKa^ Max C2if- 
L ^aidyeaberday tijalshe had.no | 



Bereaved motfaen Mandy Allwood 
who lost three of her eight babies. 




regrets about attempting to have all 
eight babies:* She knows the risks. 
Mr GibS feds told her it is unlikely 
but' die is* hoping to prove him 
wrong.^1ie said. He was contacted 
by h^lcfient just minutes after she 
phoned for an ambulance. 

Ms Allwood hit tbe headlines in 
August when she refused to abort any 
of the eight babies' she was expect- 
ing after taking fertility drugs, despite 


warnings from doctors that she laced 
' amanor risk of premature delivegi; 
be* HBscaniage if she tried to gp ahead 
with aH eight births. ; 

- : Dr Robert Forman, clinical di- 
> rector of the London Gynaecology- ' 
(hal and Fertifity Centre, said patients 

- hke Ms Allwood had to be allowed 

- to t ak * their own decisions. 

- “I am firmly of tbe opinion that 
-patients should be allowed to make 
mformed decisions,” he said. ‘7 dis- 
agree with the decision die took, but 
respect her right to take ft.” 

Condemned in the media, and pil- 
loried by the moral majority, Ms All- 
Wood’s . story is, in many ways, a 
morality tale of thel99Qs- frill of sex, 
greed, selfishness and inevitable 
grief. Aptly enough. Max Clifford 
summed up her story best: “Tbe first 
person she contacted was her gy- 
naecologist and the second was the 
PR," he remarked bluntly. 

Ms AOwoocfs decision to cany all 
eight babies through tp full term 
sparked two debates: first, whether 
her dfeal with the News of the Weald 
influenced hear decision and secondly. 



stories to the national press - and 
most of them in less than flattering 
terms. 

It was Ms AUwood and her part- 
ner Paul Hudson who first courted 
the media approaching Central Tfele- 
vision in Birmingham with the news 
that Ms AUwood was expecting oct- 
uplets. Realising from Central's in- 
terest what a story they bad. the 


couple contacted PR agent Max 
Clifford' 


Paul Hudson: At his partner’s 
bedside during her ordeal 


I who negotiated a deal with 
the News of the World, reputedly 
worth at least £350,000. 

Ms AUwood appeared on the 


was free to withdraw from the deal 
if she wanted. 

Specialists warned against a knee- 
jerk reaction to her case. Dr Peter 
Bromwich, medical director with 
Midland Fertility Services, said that 
iL was not fair to deny people fertil- 
ity treatment because they had un- 
usual lifestyles. 

"The essence of tragedy is in- 
evitability," he said “and there was 
nothing worse for people in our field 
watching Mandy AUwood from a dis- 
tance knowing she was going to lose 


the pregnancy, knowing she was go- 

less 


ing to damage herself and power] 
to intervene. - 


front page of the paper declaring: 

e all ray eight ba- 


wfao should be eligible for fertility 
treatment 

But meanwhile, the public re- 
mained fascinated by the tawdry 
twists and turns of the story. It 
emerged that Mr Hudson spent two 
nights a week with his former girl- 
friend and two sons. Then Ms All- 
wood was said to have lost custody 
of her five-year-old son to his father. 
Practically all their relatives told tbeir 


Tm going to have ; 
bies" and delving her doctors’ advice 
to have a selective reduction. Mr 
Clifford revealed be was hoping to 
raise up to £lm in sponsorship 
deals. But fears that the prospect of 
wealth and fame were impairing Ms 
Allwood’s judgement were fuelled by 
talk of a “sliding scale" deal with the 
iVcHj of the World, whereby the 
more babies that were bom, the more 
money she would receive. The pa- 
per denied this and said Ms AUwood 


David AaronoYitch: 
Can Tony Blair 
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National Savings 


** Pensioners Guaranteed 
income Bonds offer a fixed 

rate of 7%pa, guaranteed for five 
years. And you can get acces^ 
to your money earlier if you V/ish to. 
This competitive rate of interest 
plus the guarantee that your capital 
is too% sejare is an attractive 
combination. So if you are over 6o 
and looking for a guaranteed 
monthly income overihe next five 
years, here's what to do. 


Buy now using tiie application 
form in Your Money. 

Or fo r a fuli guide io our Pensioners 
Guaranteed Income Bonds, 
neec-d! C500 500 000. 

24 hours n day. 7 days a week.* 
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SAVINGS 


Unique lnvestrr»«nt 
Opportunities from 
hm Treasury 
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5i.hoo.s for primary age children 

5 ^ access tc free information 
superhighway cables 

• Lottery proceeds to fund education. 

hesJlh and green projects / 

° S1 5 n U P t0 the European Social / 

chapter by 1 January 1998 / 

si of **“ wor,d '* **** rf **“ 

®-Ar ; ir e , is wha ? we own, not what we share, 
w * t-.e aJ: Jia losers for it." Tony Blair. 

5? j can abuse Emma Nicholson in the 
**% demonstrates the depths of its 

prejucuce against women in poUtics.” Clare Short. 

:iS" I * a - or ts going to stand as John Bull. He may 
•..o: Mave much beef in his manifesto but there will 
certainly ce a lot of bull." Robin Cook. 

the most deceitful speeches in British 
30ii*iCal history - not a contract with Britain but a 

con trick on Britain.” Michael Heseltme. 
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Sossmary Cooper, Doug Hoyle, 

hen. Hj;-: ’.iion Labour parliamen- 
loupft** cheers w a taiy party chair- 
'Vn'ibit d-?l? 5 ?te with man, revealed as 


.cp^a; ’m bthsi! c.i 
on shied 


recipient of money 
from Ian Greer 


Neil Hamilton, the 

cash-for-questions 
Tory MR who up- 
staged the party on 
the front pages 
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Gordon Brown, Robin Cook, Clare Short, 
3arbara Castle, Diane Abbott, Tony Banks 

fthe stand-up stab. at Hie Tribune Rally. 

Prof Michael Lean at Obesity: A Plague tor 
■he 21st Century? Free low-fat buffet in the Baronial 
Hall: 100 people, including slimline health 
spokesman Chris Smith. 



.•‘c'Brfe.- Labour, women will become more 
promiscuous. That's an election pledge.” Do you mean 

tl'ar : j.iiict .Anderson, shadow minister for women in Daily 
' 7?/??^.;.*; interview 


Sedgefield Labour Party reception: 

members only, including Tony 81a ir 

News of the World reception at the Pembroke 

Hotel 

ITN’s late-night drinks at the Imperial Hotel 



Lord Tebbit, reporting mischievously for Sky TV 
David Puttnam, Film producer at 1000 Club 
rlceotion tor £1000 donors 
lien Follei, novelist 


Leading light: Tony Blair being congratulated by his wife Cherie after yesterday's keynote address to conference 

S n ifo 1 r a S e ^ ay P ,TT? Anthony Bevins reports on Tony Blair's promises for a Labour government 




Tony Blair 

•.leader! 

Robin Cook 
ifereign affairs* 
Clare Short 

i ‘.vomer.' 


6 min 9 secs 

95 decibels 

1 min 39 secs 

94 decibels 

46 secs 

90 decibels 


Trar. 2 D.jrt. education, rood, housing, local government and green 
■isuea ia-bara Castle versus Harriet Hamian on pensions. 

Cw, oiled by John Rentoul 
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Tuny Blair yesterday promised 
an age of achievement for the 
new millennium - backed by an 
appeal for the voters to lake 
courage and trust New Labour. 

“Have the courage to change 
now." he said in a direct appeal 
to the television audience be- 
yond the Blackpool party con- 
ference. “We are coming home 
to you. We are back as the par- 
ty of the people: and that is why 
the people are coming back to 
us." 

Die heartfelt enthusiasm of 
the party delegates for the 
speech, belied that central mes- 
sage for the electorate - that Mr 
Blair by no means believes that 
the next election is in the bag. 

“The British people want 
change, I am sure of that.” he 
said. “Bui they need lo trust us." 
For that reason, he then offered 
the voters a performance con- 
tract a covenant for government, 
with 10 vows to be delivered by 
the end of a five-year term of 
Labour government. 


■to spend an increased pro- 
portion of national income on 
education: 

■to reduce the slice of the wel- 
fare budget going on the results 
of social failure: 

■to switch spending from 
health service bureaucracy to 
patient care: 

■to reduce long-term unem- 
ployment and haive the number 
of young unemployed; 

■to halve the time It took to get 
young offenders from arrest to 
sentencing: 

■to be financially prudent on 
borrowing and inflation; 

■to keep tax promises: 

■to cut primary school class 
sizes and raise school standards; 
■ to devolve power to Scotland, 
Wales and the English regions; 
■lo build a new and construc- 
tive relationship in Europe. 

“That is my covenant with the 
British people," he said. “Judge 


me upon it The buck slops here. 
For the future, not the pasL For 
the many, not the few. For 
trust, not betrayal. For Lbe age 
of achievement, not the age of 
decline." 

At the start of the speech, Mr 
Blair repeated the words of 
John Smith on the night before 
his death in May 1994 '“A chance 
to serve, that is all wc ask.” 

But he also offered a number 
of hard-edged developments 
in policy that would also be ap- 
plied if Labour got elected: 
new plans for what he called a 
national grid for knowledge, 
simpler government and a 
British-led drive to complete the 
European single market. 

Mr Blair said his three pri- 
orities for government were 
education, education and edu- 
cation - with state schools so 
good that parents would no 
longer want to go private. 


Having announced last year 
that he had reached an under- 
standing with BT to cable 
schools, colleges and libraries on 
to the information superhigh- 
way, Labour said yesterday that 
the telephone costs of con- 
necting up to the Internet bad 
to be kept low and talks were 
being held with BT to ensure 
that was the case. 

“The cables for free. The con- 
nections at low cosL Plans for 
computers." But Mr Blair said: 
“What matters in the end, 
though, is the educational ma- 
terial that comes down those ca- 
bles, into those computers and 
into the mind of the child.” 

The Labour leader also took 
an initiative on the system of 
government offering not bigger 
government but simple gov- 
ernment “We spend £300bn a 
year in the public sector." he 
said. "But a lor of what gov- 


ernment does isn’t about help- 
ing us achieve. It's stopping us 
achieving." 

He promised a programme of 
reform to tackle the tangle of 
red tape and confusion created 
by Conservative local govern- 
ment reforms that have creat- 
ed more than 15 separate 
providers of local services. The 
proposals include low-cost in- 
formation lines and “first-stop 
shops" that would simplify 1 the 
delivery of information on pub- 
lic services. “If you are a young 
person leaving school leaving 
home and looking for a job, you 
can have to contact 1 1 govern- 
ment offices, not one. Finding 
care for an elderly relative takes 
four stops, not one.” 

He also complained that a 
small engineering firm in Blade- 
pool was spending as much on 
dealing with inspectors as it 
would hiring an extra member 


Photograph: Brian Harris 

of staff. With Mr Blair pro- 
claiming Labour “the parry of 
small business", the parly pro- 
poses to cut compliance costs. 

Following a successful and 
united debate on Europe. Mr 
Blair also promised lo exploit 
the British EU presidency . due 
to start in January I fWS. to o mv 
plete the single market. 

Marking out Labour s com- 
mitment to Europe, Mr Blair 
said: “Leave Europe, or retreat 
to its sidelines as these Tories 
want to do. and this country will 
lose its influence and inward in- 
vestment. The Tories may glop, 
in perpetual isolation. That's n-fr| 
standing up for Britain. That : Jl 
betraying British interest." 

Mr Blair said he was to he- 

f ’in discussions with European 
cadets in advance of the elec- 
tion so he could prepare to meet 
the 199S deadline. "It means 
new opportunities lor our firms, 
and new jobs for our people. 
That is the best way to get the 
best out of Europe for Britain." 


A 


‘■-'■tyrttk 

-j 


fost l 


i@ great escape. 

don’t snake you lock up your savings 
because we pay you higher interest. 

: - - - . • ’Tf X. 


It would be nice 
if he had just a 
little bit of spice 


Acclaim spiked 
by union voices 
of caution 
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£500- 

£4,999 

£5,000- 

£9,999 

£10,000- 

£24,999 

£25,000- 

£49,999 

£50,000- 

£99,999 

Direct Line 

Instant Access Account 

4.50% 

4.75% 

5.50% 

5.65% 

5.75% 

Halifax Solid Gold 
;9C 2ay Notice) 

2.75% 

3.05% 

3.80% 

4.30% 

4.50% 

Woolwich Premier 90 

Day Notice) 

N/A 

3.10% 

3.85% 

4.60% 

4.85% 

Yorkshire Building 

Society Key 90 Plus 

N/A 

N/A 

4.05% 

4.50% 

5.00% 


■ AH rates are gross* and correct at 16th September 1996. 

\L.im ro earn u higher rate of interest but don't want to lock your 
•savings away in .1 bank or building society lor up to 90 days? Call 
Direct Line. Higher interest and instant access aren't the only benefits 
either. The more savings you have, the higher our rates get. You can 
pm*! your savings with family or friends to reach even higher returns. 
Anti of course everything is done from the comfort of vour own 
home. So if you want higher interest and instant access don't lock 
your savings up in a bank or building society. Save with Direct Line. 

0939 667 1121 0161 333 1121 




MANCHESTER.; 


221 1121 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND2I 

Internet address: http: : 7www.directline.co.uk 

S 2 *ins'. prevised hy Direct Line Ruanda! Service! Limited. 2S0 St. Vincent Street. Glasgow, GZ 5SH, a member <rf dm Oepoift Protection Schema 
established under the Banking Act 1987 {a* amended). Payments under the schema are limited to 90% of a depositor's total deposits subject to a maximum 
payment to any one depositor of £10.000 (or ECU M.M0 H gi-eucr). Further doeaih of the Scheme are available on request. 'The gnss rare is the rate 
paid without the deduction of Income tax. AH raws shown air subject to variation and are based on annual payment of interest. For your added security; 
all telephone tail! will be recorded and the retorting kept secure. We may aha mom tor telephone caHc with the aim of improving our service to you. 
Direct Line and the red telephone on wheels am the trademarks of Direct Line Insuranco pic and used with the penrtfcjion of Dweet Line Insurance pic 


Things had definitely been look- 
ing up. First there was the 
stall from the Health Education 
Association, where a lithe young 
lady offers "on-site massage", 
then Labour's shadow spoke- 
s tiling on women, Janet An- 
derson. appeared to suggest 
that women were os naturally 
promiscuous as men, and that 
a Labour government would 
recognise this interesting fact. 
This is, of course, a shameless 
attempt to win the votes of 
middle-aged women in the 
Shires, whose marriages to 
colonels and brokers have left 
them with an orgasm deficit. 

Bat the real obstacle to 
Labour winning back the Inter- 
esting Party label from the 
Clark/Norris Tories is, of course, 
its leaden Which may seem odd. 
After all Tony is handsome, sin- 
cere and caring: New Labour, 
New Man. Vet when I asked 
around, very few women admit- 
ted to fantasies of a naughty 
night with him. Instead they used 
words Hke unease and coldness. 
Tony is the sort of man their tm- 
romantic mothers always want- 
ed to pair them off with. 

And his image is certainty one 
of a stern paterfamilias: a man 
who says grace before supper; 
rather than ravishing Grace 
afte r. Mm can imagine him com- 
plaining to Cherie about too 
much .sex on television: “I'm not 
a prude, but it’s so unneces- 
sary." Gordon, with his lasciv- 
ious lips, probably actually has 
sex on the television, Paddy we 
all know about, and now Emma 
Nicholson has spilled the beans 
on the galloping Major. But 
Tony sounds as though be would 
like to merge the Labour Party 
with the Salvation Army and die 
Festival of LighL He is Cliff 
Richard with kids, the sort of 
man who'd get op during a rainy 
day at Wimbledon and sing 
“Summer Holiday”. 

Even those who do fancy 
him are disappointed, seeing 
him as being a bit like David 
Bowie in The Man Who FeU To 
Earth - a perfect specimen ofa 
man, until be took his clothes 
off to reveal a complete lack of 
useful protuberances. This ab- 
sence of danger is one of the rea- 
sons why Tony has failed to 
maintain bis popularity Many 
look at the Italy red-eye posters 



DAVID 

AARONOViTCH 


and sigh, “if only”. 

So when a great secret door 
opened in the Monument To 
Popular Achievement, and the 
limber figure with blond hair 
and deficate skin walked out you 
could almost bear the women 
and gays in the audience willing 
Blair to strut his stuff to be dan- 
gerous, to give it some dick. 

And did he? Unfortunately an 
early reference to New Labour, 
New Members, turned out to be 
merely an expression of pleasure 
at the increased size of his par- 
ty - Tumescent Labour; if you 
like. His announcement that 
David Blunkett would set up a 
National Network of MiBenni- 
urn Volunteers (presumably 
charged with ushering in the 
next 1,000 years earlier than 
would have happened under 
the Tbries) also felt Cliffish. 

But then, I think, he started 
to connect - when he talked 
about visiting Dunblane and 
h arming hunt) guns, and his fa- 
ther’s illness and loyalty and all 
that. At which point i recalled be- 
ing told about bow he dances by 
a woman who knows. “He’s not 
what you'd expect”, she told me, 
“he bolds yon tight". Oh - and 
a leader who can say that the 
First Wtander of the Wferid is the 
mind of a child, and mean it, is 
OK by me. Becanse it's true. 


mu 


BARRIE CLEMENT and 
JOHN RENTOUL 

Tony Blair's speech received 
widespread acclaim throughout 
Labour's political spectrum hut 
there were still voices of caution 
and dissenL Even the com- 
ments of the most cynical of Mr 
Blair's enemies within the 
movement, however, could not 
compare with the vitriol of the 
Tory reaction. Michael Hesei- 
tine, the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter. said: “It was a nasty spiteful 
speech, riddled with hypocrisy. 
Britain's middle classes will not 
be fooled." 

Some union leaders were re- 
lieved. but others suspicious 
that Mr Blair's address con- 
tained no reference to the link 
between the party and the 
unions. 

While most trade unionists 
said publidy that the leader s ad- 
dress was a triumph, behind the 
scenes they pointed to the one 
issue which seemed to be absent 
and which had opened up deep 
divisions during the Trades 
Union Congress meeting. 

Warnings that the address 
would contain reference lo the 
further weakening in the rela- 
tionship proved groundless. 
However, union delegates fore- 
cast that state funding of par- 
ties would probably become a 
priority for a Labour cabinet 
which would sever the financial 
umbilical cord between Lhe par- 
ty and its affiliates. 

The speech received a care- 
fully balanced response from the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry. A statement said: “The 
CBI welcomes the fact that Tony 
Blair highlighted education and 
training as a dear priority for a 
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future Labour government." 
The employers' body also wel- 
comed the promise 10 complete 
the European single market . 
but said it remained opposed ti/*^ 
the Social Chapter and plans for * 
a national minimum wage. 

Paul Clarke, a Labour dele- 
gate from Windsor sporting an 
“old Labour” T-shirt, joined 
reluctantly in the standing ova- 
tion. He said: “i'm behind him 
as leader, but he is very much 
on probation." 

John Monks. TUC general 
secretary, welcomed the com- 
mitment to legislation on work- 
ers' rights at an "early" stage of 
a Labour government. 

More surprisingly support 
came from Lew Adams, left- 
wing leader of Aslcf. the train 
drivers' union, and recently one 
of Mr Blair s most vociferous 
critics. He described the address 
as a “political ttutnle force" and 
said: "Tony has managed to 
weld together his vision of fu- 
ture progress with many of the 
values so important to the par- 
ty's past.” 



Union support: Monks 
(above) and Adams 


JOIN LABOUR NOW 

24-hour membership hotline. Please quote ref: C20 

0990 300 900 Labour^ 

National ran rates o«*r Goes should coy no more man lOp per imnuie j 
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Cook backs off joining 
new currency at launch 
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Robin Cook: Delights party 

Photograph: Brian Harris 

rar- 

| gets the 
best 
seats at 
£ 1,000 
a time 


A Labour government would 
not join a single European cur- 
rency at its launch, senior pro- 
Bnropeans dose to Tony Blair 
have accepted. 

The evidence of a shift in the 
Labour leader’s ihinlnng mmi* 
as Robin Cook, shadow forei gn 
Secretary, yesterday told dele- 
gates that “jobs wflfbe the bot- 
tom line" m judging whether 
Britain should take part in 
monetary onion. 

Mr Cook; the Shadow Cab- 
inet's most powerful sceptic on 
monetary union, signalled his 
views, in a short pasage in a 
sparkling speech which de- 
lighted delegates with a sus- 
tained attack on Conservative 
divisions over Europe. 


Change signalled as Euro-debate turned to jobs, reports John Rentoul 


Mocking John Major's call for 
a debate cm file “big issues", in- 
truding Europe, Mr Cook said* 
“Over the summer Norman 
Lament has called "Cxi Heath a 
dinosaur. Hugh Dykes has 
called Norman Lamont a pan- 
tomime figure. NonnanTebbit 
has caDed Geoffrey Howe a poo- 
dle. Edwma Currie has called. 
Bill Cash a natter _ This is the 
Tory party having a serious de- 
bate about a big issue.” 


Mr Cook skilfully skirted 
Labour divisions on the issue, 
while hinting at his own doubts 
abevt Britain’s ability to join die 
Euro, saying: “If the Maastricht 


treaty can set Ungets for deficits 
on government spending, then 
why should it not set objectives 
for those same governments to 
tackle unemployment?” 

Mr Blair and Gordon Brown, 
the shadow Chancellor, have re- 
jected the idea of targets for cut- 
ting unemployment. 

As the Euro debate rages be- 
hind the scenes, with the 
Labour leader holding the ring 
between his two heavyweight 
shadow ministers, Mr Cook 
and Mr Brown, the argument 
seems to turn: moved on from 
whether Britain should join in 
the first wave to how long en- 


try should be postponed. 

A senior Labour pro Euro- 
pean said Mr Blair was Kkelv to 
seek to join “within a year* of 
the launch of a single currency, 
due in January 1999. Previous- 
ly Mr Cook teas spoken of the 
failure of the British economy 
to keep up with Germany over 
the pak 30 years, suggesting a 
delay measured in decades. 

Mr Blair made clear in his 
speech that the single curren- 
cy “will only come with the full 
consent of the people". He is 
thought to accept that a refer- 
endum on the issue could not 
be won in the near future. 
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CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Some of the best seats in the 
house yesterday afternoon 
were reserved for a huge group 
of City businessmen, bankers, 
lawyers, advertising executives 
and media moguls. The cost: 

£1,000 each. 

Called the 1,000 Chib by 
New Labour ftmd-raisers, they 
included Greg Dyke, head of 
Channel 5, David Putnam, the 
film producer; Roger Pannoixe 
and Henry Hodge, star solici- 
tors and Brian Basham, a City 
public relations advisee. 

Last night, the 100 or so 
members of 1,000 Chib in 
Blackpool — the dub has 
around 300 members - at- 
tended a dinner hosted by 
Jack Cunningham, the shad- 
ow, heritage secretary; Tbny 
Blair was due to put in an ap- 
pemance to thank them for 
theircash. 

City firms which in the past 
would not have dreamt rtf’ al- 
lowing their people to attend 
a Labour conference were only 
too happy for than to be tbeze, 

At least we are . 

In the 1,000 Glib 
and have given 
£1,000:- you . 
don't get the 
Tories saying that' 

especially as they are not for- 
mally required to.Joki thie 
party . . 

Most of (feorepjpjsent ivei* 
committed labour ^ .support- . 
ers. Not all, howwet One 
member told 7kebdig»dnr: 
he did not agree wftii.eyery- : 
thing the party stood' fin* but 
regarded the opportunity to 
nib shoulders with the leaders 
of the next government as too . 
good an opportunity to miss. 

The £1,000, he said, was moh- 
ey well spent, an investment for 
the future. In contact-making 
terms, an absolute bargain* 

Another member, Stephen 
Kinsella, the Brussels partner 
of Herbert Smith, a firm ofC^y 
lawyers, said he supported 
Labour — be loved Mr Stair’s 

conference speech - but there 

was another side to his being 
there. “Good networking is 

also part of the point of it," he 

sa ^art ftom being Rtedai the Star attraction: Tony J «m'r speaks, admired by Glenda Jackson 





annual conference, L000 Chib 
members are invited to a pn- 
den party in the summer. In 
Brussels this yeui-tberewas a . 
reception for the dub*s Enro- 
ocan members- ' 

*In forming the 1,000 Qnb— 


ttisstintoitsiiifftiicy--LfdKwr 
is stealing yet another, march 
ontheTbries^>Utiieircoiifer- 
ence, the Tbries also laud their 


with the party treasurers, to 


meet ministers and, on the fi- 1,000' Club members are 
ual daj;; ushering them into clearly identified by their 
prime seats fbr Mr Jdtuosr’s ad- badges. Hi ere is no xuistak- 
dress. ing who they are, or the depth 

There is one difference be- of the party’s debt to them, 
tween the parties. Labour’s Conservative- donors re- 


Photograph: Brian Harris 

main anonymous and secret. 

‘ftt least we go about saying 
we are to the 1,000 Onb and 
hare given £1,000 - you don't 
get the Tbiies saying that,” Mr 
KinseDa said. 



FRAN ABRAMS . 

Education Correspondent 

a task f dree of 1QQ.000 young 
oeopiewill be pressed intoser: 

tMTS-io the first three years of 
* Labour government, tfce-par- 
tv's education and emptojroent 

Sokcsman wOJ announce today- 

fo^dBtonkett's speech^ 

the conference ^ 
Srai 18 to 25-year-olds toB^n 
for months -service. 

Sh of theyears leading up to 
the end of the ceutury. A 

l -ibour : government would 


mental projects, to help the el- 
derly and also to work with the 
: homeless. * , . ' 

..Some would be recruited 
from among the long^tenn un- 
employed; otherawould beau- 
dents taking a year off between 
school and university. 

All the major voluntary or- 
ganisatioris and othercbaiiti^s 
H be asked iq get involved , 

-in the scheme. ■ , 

Tony Blair, the Labour 

leader, has long been kra to 
nn b nroEramme or an-.- 


He annonnccd tn.e propu»* w 
his first conference speech as 


party leader two years ago. 
Also inMr Biunketfsspeech 
wffl be plans for 25 regional cen- 
tres-of etcellenoe.for nutsery- 
■ age - chil dren. These would 
combme theioles of both chDd- 
care and education, andwould 
pl so train teachers and other 
staff to raise standards. • 

' ' 1 Labour Iras pledged to pny 
vide at least part-time nursery 
education for all four year-olds 
and to set targets’ to get three 
year-olds into classes as well. 

. - -The party will also set tarepts 
for Kersey and numeracy which 
all ll^ar-okb will be expect- 
ed to meet 


- TOday, Mr Bhmkctt will an- 
nounce that children who fall 
behinda! primary school wiD be 
asked to. attend summer class- 
es during the holidays to help 
them catch up. The programme 
would be similar to the “Uni- 
versity of the first Age" already 
being run on a voluntary basis 
in Birmingham. The plan drew 
criticism from the Education. 
Secretary, Gillian Shephard, 
yesterday. She said that most of 
the areas in which children 

“ were faUmg werc already being 
run by Labour. 

“A three-week summer camp 
-a mere gzmmkk-cannot reo 


tify years of misrule in the 
Labour town halls, misrule 
which would, be repeated 
throughout the Land in the un- 
likely event of Labour ever be- 
ing in government," she said. 
■ Unions Iasi night began to ral- 
ly to the support of the Labour 
leadership on the issue of pen- 
sions, in an attempt to avert a 
first defeat for the platform. 

Mr Blair is anxious to avoid 
a conference decision today 
which would commit the party 
toa link between state pensions 
and figures for national earn- 
ing. 

The party was trying to per- 


suade constituency proposers of 
the motion due to be debated, 
from Ealing-Soulhall and 
Poplar and Canning Tbwn, to 
shelve it, and an increasing 
number of unions were pre- 
pared either to abstain or vote 
against the proposition. 

Unison, which commands 
nearly 10 per cem of the con- 
ference vote, decided to abstain 
if the issue is forced to a vote. 
The constituency parties, how- 
ever, were thought to be reach’ 
to back the motion which has 
been endorsed by Baroness 
Castle, the former Labour cab- 
inet minister. 


TURKISH 

DELIGHT. 


In bis speech, Mr Cook an- 
- notmcedtheappcanUnentOrSir 
i Michael Butler, the former 
f British ambassador to the EU 
, who renegotiated the terms of 
■ Britain’s entry into the EEC for 
; Harold Wilson, as Labour's 
• special envoy to countries want- 
ing to join the union, 
t He introduced video en- 
dorsements of Labour from 
three European leaders - Wm 
Kok of the Netherlands, Anto- 
nio Guterres of Portugal and 
Franz Vramtsky of Austria - and 
challenged Mr Major to find 
three who would send a similar 
message to the Tbty conference. 

Women 
lose out 
on safe 
seats 

STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Discrimination against women 
has resurfaced in the Labour 
Party since an industrial tribunal 
ruled that its policy of using 
women-only short lists for 
parliamentary selections was 
unlawful. 

Only eight women have been 
picked to stand in the 31 
winnable or safe seats where 
candidates have been picked 
since the Leeds tribunal deci- 
sion last January. 

A succession of women del- 
egates yesterday denounced as 
■*shamrfiil” the action of the two 
male party members who chal- 
lenged the women-only short- 
lists. But the decision of the 
National Executive Commit- 
tee not to appeal against the rul- 
ing was not criticised. 

Instead, Labour in govern- 
ment may change the law, to 
permit positive discrimination 
m order to get more women into 
Parliament Several overseas 
systems of achieving balance are 
being studied One route might 
be : through an up-dated Sex Dis- 
crimination ACL. 

Clare Short, chair of the 
NEC Women’s Committee, 
said that exhortation to select 
more women, positive action to 
train women or to ensure there 
were more on shortlists, did not 
produce results. 

“Every country that has 
made progress on this issue has 
used some land of quota system 
to deliver the change," she said 
Norway and Sweden had led the 
way and now had sister parties 
in power made up of 50t50 men 
and women. 

Labour has made progress to- 
wards equality. The NEC now 
has a balance of the sexes and 
well over half the constituency 
party delegates at Blackpool this 
week are women - 425 com- 
pared with 320 men. 

But the faring bastion of dis- 
crimination for sill political par- 
ties remains the House of 
Commons. Only 10 per cent of 
the 651 MPs are women. Ms 
Short noted that she was one of 
only 187 women ever elected lo 
the Commons. 

“Despite some sniping from 
the sidelines, we have selected 
112 women candidates, 43 of 
whom are likely to win,” she 
said Labour could have about 
80 women MPs after the elec- 
tion - around 25 per cem of its 
total. However, much of the in- 
crease will be the resalt of the 
now outlawed policy of all- 
women shortlists in half of all 
winnable seats. Since then the 
proportion of women selected 
has plummeted. 

“Anyone who thought our 
culture had changed so we 
could achieve equality without 
a mechanism has been disap- 
pointed" Brenda Etchells said 
on behalf of the NEC. 

' Elizabeth DonneDy-Luff, of 
Oxford East CLP, said women 
would be “lucky to get a look- 
in” in remaining selections, 
while other speakers demand- 
ed legislation. 




INGREDIENTS: 

For this you need one 
woman and a handful 
of Turkish policemen. 

METHOD: 

Blindfold woman. 

Put gun to neck and 
threaten to kill. 

Strip. Aim cold water jet at 
sensitive parts. 

Beat till hospitalised. 
Visit and beat in her 
hospital bed. 

Leave in wheelchair. 


Gulbahar Giinduz was accused of belonging 
to an illegal Marxisr party. After the 
ordeal detailed above, her torturers 
kicked hex so hard in the back that 
she collapsed. They carried her to 
court on a blanket, hardly able to 
speak. 

She was taken to hospital. The doctor said 
her life was in clanger, but staff had to stop her 
police guards beating her in her hospital bed. 

What sort of person can do things like 
these? 

And what sort of person can learn about 
things like these and still do nothing to help? 

Our major campaign on Turkey has just 
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You can be certain that getting a car as exciting, refined and well built as 

the Rover 200 from £,149* a month is a good deal right now. 

You can also be certain that our Rover Select finance package guarantees 

that your new Rover 200 will remain a sound investment in the future, j" ~ 

But because you can never be quite certain what may cross your 

path we also include a year's free insurance 1- just in case. 

J ■ ] RELAX, 

For further information or to arrange a test drive call 0345 186 186. rover. 
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news 


A breathless hush in the close tonight . . . 







Immortalised by Constable, threatened by juggernaut: Environmentalists claim the 11-mile bypass will not solve Salisbury’s problems, which are caused by local not long-distance traffic 


(Except for a few 
44-ton lorries) 

CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

A last-minute High Court challenge Is being 
launched to prevent the constrnctkm of the Sal- 
isbury by-pass in Wiltshire which environ- 
mentalists say will destroy water meadows 

which are rich in several rare species of plant 
and a Site of Special Scientific Interest - and 
were immortalised by Constable's painting 5a/- 
isbury Cathedral: From the Meadows. 

The £76m bypass on the .436 is expected to 
be given the go-ahead by ministers hi the next 
few weeks, but Friends of the Earth has been 
granted leave to challenge the Department of 
Transport over its refusal to release a report on 
whether it will increase traffic. Traffic genera- 
tion has become a key factor in assessing plans 
since an advisory commtact to the DoT re ported 
last year that new roads do attract extra jouv^ 
ncys. Since the Sactra report, all schemes have 
had to be reassessed but the DoT has refttsed 
to publish the new evidence In this case, ft has 
been given until 21 October to file papers glv- 
ing the reason for not releasing the report, which 
FoE soys it must do under European legislation. 

The decision to approve the Salisbury by* 
pass is expected “within weeks" according to 
the DoT. a sign that it may be announced at 
next week's Tory party conference by Sir 
George Young, Secretary of Sin le for Transport, 
who is known to be in favour of the scheme. 

In the past couple of years half of the road 
programme has been scrapped because of Sac- 
tra and budget cuts, and only a handful of new 
starts are expected this yean Campaigners 
against the Salisbury road argue that it is do 
longer part of a plan to link Southampton with 
Bristol. Simon Lyster, director general of the 
Wildlife Tracts, said: “This bypass will not soh* 
Salisbury's traffic problems hot it will destroy 
irreplaceable wildlife habitat." 


Messages from Moscow: Impact of Soviet agents revealed 

Top-secret files lift the lid 
on Cold War espionage 


Issued by Midland Bank pic. Mite and Lit are fictional characters bin then story e based on real Midland customers 


JOHN CROSSLAND 

A glimpse into the hall of 
mirrors of Cold Wsr Intelligence 
was provided yesterday when 
secret cipher documents be- 
tween KGB spymasters in 
Moscow and their agents in 
Britain and America were 
opened to. the public. 

Documents from GCHQ, 
the Government's communi- 
cation headquarters, confirmed 
the identity of two important 
Russian agents and reveals a 
third, hitherto unknown. 

Some 57 files, all stamped 
Top Secret, were released at the 
Public Record Office in Kew, 
detailed the impact on Britain 
of the traitors Guy Burgess, 
Donald McLean and Kim Phfl- 
by, who passed, thousands of 
documents relating to security 
to Moscow. 

Also released were docu- 
ments from a programme set up 
in the US in 1945 to check and 
decipher Soviet transmissions. 

Codenamed Venona, it op- 
erated at Arlington Hall, Vir- 
ginia. In 1948, Britain started 
working withthe Americansand 

the joint programme was dis- - 
banded in 1980. The operation 
monitored the activities pf atom 
spies like Klaus Fuchs, 
Theodore Hall and others 
whose activities meant Russia 
was able to explode its first nu- 
clear device in September 1949/ 

TTie papers show that Fuchs 
was an active agent in 1941, at- 
wfaich time he was working in 
Birmingham under a Russian 

agent code-named Sonia. 

When the Cambridge-based 
physicist joined the top secret 
Manhattan Project in the US to 
work on the atomic bomb, he 
was one of an £Iite team of sci- 
entists and Nobel prize winners, 
led by Robert Oppenheimer, at 
Los Alamos, New Mexico. Abo 
... »he team was British-based, 
plnwicist Theodore Hall, a US 
dlizen but also a Moscow agent 



Mushroom cloud: Infor ma tion from spies was vital to Sovtet 
atom scientists. Right The notorious British spy Kim PhOby 

gasaki in August 1945,. Russia Bailey in March 1950 and was 
was praising his work. eventually was released in 1959 

A cable to New York from to go to East Germany. 
Moscow centre in April 1945 ' Hall was never arrested and 
said: “Charles’s information on still lives in Cambridge with his 
the atomic bomb is of great val- wife Joan. After the war he did 
ue. Apart from the data on the pioneering work cm X-ray mi- 
atomic mass of the nuclear ex- ■ cro-anaiysis. 
plosive and on the detaib of the It is Hotly the security services 

explosive method of actuating decided not' to prosecute in 
. BAL [Balloon, a oodenamej, it . case it tipped the Russians off 


‘Charles's information on the atom 
bomb is of great interest. We also 
wish to establish the following...' 


contains information received 
for the first time from you 
about the electro-magnetic 
method of separation of Enor- 
muz [the Atomic Energy Pro- 
ject]. • - 

“We wish in addition to es- 
tablish the following: What 
kind of fusion --by means of fast 
or slow neutrons?" 

Meanwhile, HaH, who was co- 
denamed Mlad. had passed on 


to how ranch of their cable traf- 
fic was being monitored. 

His identity was revealed in ; 
December last year by the 
Americans. 

The papers make frequent 
references to Philby, Bureess 
and McLean, whose treachery 
is known to have cost the lives 


of hundreds of agents and al- 
most severed relations between 
the US and British security 
services. The Americans were 
appalled at the number of 
breaches in security coming 
from Britain and openly, ex- 
pressed reluctance to become 
‘nfuolywi in joint operations. 

^aaaagdrtaii of policy over the 
future of occupied territories 
bach to his masters. 

He stole cables at the high- 
est security level. Because of the 
Russian espionage system's use 
of one-time code pads, just 
how much he had stolen was not 

finally discovered until July 

1965. 

Of the 2^00 signals released 
today, many are mere scraps, 
some with only a single word 
identified. But over time, the 
key senders were identified by 
their codenames. McLean was 
Homer, Burgess was Hicks, 
and PhOby was Stanley. 

In September 1945, Moscow 
centre was in a panic following 
the defection in Canada of Igor 
Guzenko, which prompted a 
major spy-hunt as he revealed 
secrets to the Canadians. 

Moscow mounted a damage- 
limitation exercise in all areas, 
including Britain, instructing 
oontxoHeis to cut down on meet- 
ings and wamingagents to take 
greater care. Phuby, who held a 
senior post in British intelli- 
gence, passed back that the de- 
fection had caused disruption 
and led to the introduction of 
counter-measures. At the same 
time, Moscow sent a new agent, 
codenamed to Boris, to Britain 
to act as controller of a British 
spy known as Johnson. 

General Pavel Fitin, head of 
Moscow centre, was worried 
whether the two would get on 
insis ted that meetings with PhD- 
by and Burgess should not be in- 
creased in case they were 
spotted by intelligence watchers. 



Meet Mike 
and Ui. 


Kike and Liz have a brochure 
that will help 

them choose the right home. 


Mike and Liz have just spent over three years 
in a poky little flat with no garden [Mike’s 
constant gripe). Understandably, they are more 
than ready to move, which is why they asked 
for a copy of Midland's 
free brochure called 
'Choosing your home' 

It's a practical guide 
that takes you through 
the whole process of 
choosing a place, from 
assessing the neighbourhood to planning and 
maintaining a garden (Mike's favourite page). 
For a copy call 0800 100 129. Lines are open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 


They colled 

0800 100 129. 


Hck ajrflm phene, 


For further details please complete the coupon and send to. ‘Choosing your home' brochure. 
FREEPOST BS4335, Bristol. BSl 3YX. 


He and Fuchs succeeded in or slo w neu trons? 

aimnst everv aspect of Meanwhile, Hall, who was co- 

Pf^fnb its instruction detrained Mlad,- had passed on 
J* 5? to Skis. details of the plants and man- 

fS's codename was ufacturing mrthwfe atAe sa 
d four w a half factories building the bombs, 
paries, andfour and a nan was sentenced to 14 

years imprisonment at the Old 
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BMA meeting: Plea on greater use of chemotherapy 

Thousands die 



needlessly from 


breast cancer 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor, in Istanbul 
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encounter: Judges walk from a service at Westminster Abbey to the Palace of Westminster for their traditional, annual breakfast with the Lord 
lcsilor to mark the start of the legai year Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Thousands of women are miss- 
ing out on life-saving drug treat- 
ment for breast cancer despite 
incontrovertible evidence that 
it can reduce the spread of the 
Hreasg and increase chances of 
survivaL 

The cure rate could be in- 
creased by as much as 30 per 
cent if more women were giv- 
en chemotherapy early in the 
course of the disease, in addi- 
tion to removal of the tumour, 
Margaret Gilchik, a surgeon 
from St Mary's Hospital in 
London, said yesterday. 

However, more than half of 
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women across all age groups 
trea te d ?n NHS hospitals still did 
not have chemotherapy. Mis 
Gilchik accused some surgeons 
and radiotherapists of being 
lazy, and giving inappropriate or 
incomplete treatment because 
they failed to recognise breast 
cancer as a systemic (whole 
body) disease. 

Britain has one of the worst 
rates of breast cancer in the 
world, and spread of the disease 
from the primary tumour to the 
bone, liver and other organs is 
responsible for most of the 
15,000 deaths each year. 

Chemotherapy has been 
shown to wipe out the tiny 
“tumour seeds" - cancer cells 
which break off from the breast 
tumour and lodge in bone and 
elsewhere- in a majority of pa- 
tients. A ground-breaking study* 
by the Imperial Cancer Re- 
search Fund published in 1992 
concluded that chemotherapy in 
early breast cancer would save 
thousands of lives worldwide. 

But the emphasis has con- 
tinued lo be on surgical removal 
of the cancer and radiotherapy 
to wipe out any remaining can- 
cerous cells in the breast, Mrs 
Q3 chik told the British Medical 
Association's Annual Clinical 
Meeting yesterday. 

About 25,000 women a year 
develop breast cancer, and 
about a third of cases are in pre- 
menopausal women. They tend 
to have more aggressive tu- 
mours and respond less well to 
surgery and radiotherapy than 
post-menopausal women, which 
is why early chemotherapy is 
vital in that group. 

In addition, very few younger 
women benefit from tamox- 
ifen, a hormonal drug which has 
been credited with the idling 


death rate from breast cancer 
in older women in recent years, 
although some doctors pre- 
scribe it anyway. 

Mrs Gilchik said that all 
women with breast cancer, re- 
gardless of age. should receive 
chemotherapy* except for those 
with small, localised rumours 
which had not spread from the 
breast to the lymph nodes. Ag- 
gressive triple therapy - surgery, 
chemotherapy and radiothera- 
py -was a treatment of choice. 

Chemotherapy was associu I - 
ed with distressing side-effects, 
Mrs Gilchik said, but the worst 
such as violent nausea and hair 
loss, could be reduced with 
other drugs or treatment 

The poor standard of treat- 
ment for breast cancer in British 
hospitals was a result of the dis- 
ease falling between two spe- 
cialities. surgery and 
radiotherapy. The role of the 
surgeon was declining and ra- 
diotherapists were developing 
into oncologists - cancer physi- 
cians with expertise in the ad- 
ministration of chemotherapy as 
well as radiotherapy. 

“Radiotherapists are very 
much better now* and breast 
specialists [surgeons who Jo 
only breast surgery] are going 
to make a big difference." Mrs 
Gilchik said. Hie development 
of cancer units across the coun- 
try as centres of excellence 
serving smaller hospitals, as 
envisaged by the Caiman Re- 
port was also important. 

Mrs Gilchik. one of only a 
handful of women surgeons in 
the country, also criticised the 
number of mastectomies still be- 
ing carried out. A lumpectomy, 
followed by radiotherapy was at 
least as effective as removal of 
the whole breast she said. 


Inner city pupils 
stunted by gap 
in growth and 
development 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 


Public school heads, including 
those from exclusive fee-paying 
schools such as Winchester and 
Eton, heard yesterday of the 
daily battle against poverty and 
emotional neglect waged by 
teachers in inner city schools." 

Dee Palmer-Jones, head of 
Brackenhoe School, a Middles- 
brough comprehensive for 1 1 to 
16-year-olds, told the annual 
Headmasters and Head- 
mistresses Conference in Glas- 
gow that many of her pupils 
were two years behind their con- 
temporaries physically and 
emotionally. They were two 
inches shorter than average, 
weighed less and had vitamin 
deficiencies. Fifty eight per 
cent were on free school meals. 

The school's counsellor, who 
visited several schools, had told 
her of a boy who was veiy thin 
and whose behaviour was poor. 
He told the counsellor that his 
mother was very ill with cancer. 
When the counsellor visited 
the mother, it turned out she 
had made up the story that she 
had cancer. If he was naughty, 
she said the cancer would come 
back. In fact, she had an eating 
disorder and never cooked the 
boy a hot meal 

Then there was the family vis- 
ited because of concern about 
school attendance where seven 
children had only one bed. Six 
slept on the floor on piles of 
clothes. Social services had pro- 
vided beds but the father, be- 
fore he left, sold them for cash. 

The school was within ei gh t 
miles of the coast yet there were 
pupils in the first year who had 
never seen the sea 

Brackcnhoe School was far 
from unique, she added. She 
knew from other inner-city 
heads that drug dealers were 
now giving children drugs on 
credit. When they could not pay 
back the money, they were 
threatened with violence and, in 
the case of girls, forced into 
prostitution. 

Inner city heads were afraid 
to speak out for fear of alien- 


working hard to overcome 
pupils' disadvantages. There 
was a homework centre after 
school, residential visits for 
outdoor pursuits, the arts and 
for pupils with difficulty mak- 
ing relationships. There were 1 2 
lunch lime supervisors trained to 
befriend pupils and listen to 
their problems. 

She said: "We cannot afford 
to have an underclass with so lit- 
tle surrounded by images of 
prosperity and materialism." 

Canon Peter Huh ah. head of 
Chethams School, Manches- 
ter, said: “It was very impres si ve 
because it was for real. It gave 
me many ideas about how to 
cope with children from a great 
range of backgrounds." 

Earlier. Professor Richard 


Best universities 
‘must be elitist* 


Elitism is the only way to keep 
Britain's best universities at the 
forefront of learning, Professor 
Alec Broers, Cambridge's new 
vice-chancellor, said yesterday. 

Leading universities needed 
the best students, the most 
brilliant professors and tbe 
highest standard of facilities to 
stay ahead. 

“No one who has the guts to 
ask for the best can escape be- 
ing accused of elitism." Pro- 
fessor Broers said on his first 
day in the post. “Egalitarianism 
is naturally desirable when 
votes are to be gained, but It 
snuffs out the flame of inspi- 
ration and is the executioner of 
the first division." 

Professor Broers said top 
universities must receive a trig- 
ger slice of tbe budget to remain 
as centres of excellence. The 
Government was spreading 


money across too many uni- 
versities for political reasons. 


a ting the few parents of children 
at their schools who were not 


deprived. -There is a belief, of- 
ten articulated by politicians, 
that poverty isn’t an excuse for 
poor achievement Research 
shows that there is a correlation 
between deprivation and low 
educational achievement.” 

Her staff, however, were 


Whitfield, head of St George's 
House, an independent think- 
tank at Windsor Castle, urged 
heads to jettison some academic 
subjects and leach pupils to 
manage relationships. Boys in 
particular, he said, sui Tcred 
from emotional illiteracy. 

He said wc had entered "a 
new darker age of widespread 
child emotional neglect", with 
too many parents neglecting 
children because they were too 
busy or under too much stress. 
The problem applied as much 
lo pupils in independent schools 
as those in inner cities. 
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news 


ballet are 

the hottest 


tickets 




Marianne Macdonald on a. surge 
in popularity over the past decade 

Onera and I . ~ 


.Opera and ballet have under- 
gone a resurgence of popular- 
ity over the past decade, the 
Arts Council's annual report 
reveals today. 

It cites surveys that show the 
number pf adults who go to the 
opera in England has soared by 
28 peT cent to 2.6 million since 
1 986, while the number who at- 
tend ballet is up by 19 percent 
to 2.7 million. 

Successes such as those of 
Matthew Bourne’s all-male 
Swan Lake and ■ Jonathan 
Miller’s Carmen at the English 
National Opera are thought to 
have contributed to the trend. 

. The arts generally are thriv- 
ing. with the number of people 
who go to art exhibitions and 
-clas si cal music concerts also at 
their highest levels for 10 years, 
the Target Group Index 
research shows. 

Last year, 8.7 million people 
sqifl they went to art exhibitions, 
a rise of 9 per cent from 1986. 
Sirallariy, 5 million said they 
went to classical music concerts, 
up by 7 per cent. 

The results come despite 
cuts in funding for the arts, 
about which the “lirwies" have 
complained bitterly. 

Among them is Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh, the impresario re- 
sponsible for the runaway mu- 
sical successes Cats, Miss Saigon 
and Les Miserables, and ar- 
guably the world’s most suc- 
cessful theatre producer. 

His warning in the same 
Arts Council report that “the 
fabric of British theatre, built 
up over so many decades, has 
been eroded to a point where 
.the system is like a worn sock” 
may be supported by the re- 
search which shows that. in . 


contrast, theatre attendances in 
the surveyed period stayed flat 

Last year 9.5 million people 
said they went to plays, a rise of 
only 4 per cent since 1986 - 
equivalent to the rise in the 
adult population. The size af the 
audience for contemporary 
dance was also effectively stat- 
ic - 1.6 million, up 4 per cent. 

It is not dear why theatre 
should have been at a s tandstill, 
though some say drama in Eng- 
land has been over-reliant on 
old favourites in recent years 
and has not put sufficient in- 
vestment into innovation. 

In June. Lord Gowrie, chair- 
man ofthe Arts Council, argued 
in a speech in the House of 
Lords that lack of proper rev- 
enue funding for the arts would 
inevitably lead to a fall in at- 
tendances. 

“However much foreign vis- 
itors, admire your actors, ac- 
tresses and m usicians, they will 
not indefinitely support un- 
comfortable, non-air condi- 
tioned, tatty theatres," he said. 

Lord Gowrie writes in the re- 
port that the arts are Britain’s 
third or fourth most important 
industry, and, if taken with 
leisure and tourism, equal to 
the oil, pharmaceuticals and fi- 
nancial services industries. 

“So when yon read a snide 
leader in the Sun or Daily Mail 
about lottery grants, or tales of 
Tuwies lining each other’s pock- 
ets’, please remember that 
‘lirwies’ of one kind or anoth- 
er are seeing to it that Britain 
is bating above her weight in the 
world as well as contributing 
hugely to her economy.. Only 
perhaps the Sovereign carries as 
much moral weight beyond our 
shores as our artists.” 
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Prada on parade: Hie British model, Kate Moss, shows off the Italian 
designer’s latest ready-to-wear collection in Milan Photograph: Luca Bruno/AP 


on the 
catwalks 
of Milan ... 
coming soon 
to Britain’s 
high streets 


TAMStN BLANCHARD 

Fashion Editor 

Milan fashion week focuses around the 
collections of just a handful of d e sig ners 
who are some of themost mfinestial 
and directional in the world. The 
clothes they send down the catwalk this 
week will be absorbed by magazine 
styHsts, photographers and other image 
makers, as well as by the companies 
that mass manufacture High Street 
clothes that don’t cost the earth and 
that most people buy and wear. 

Prada, which showed yesterday 
morning, is one of these super labels. 
Such is its influence that a model need 
only cough on the catwalk and the rest 
ofthe fashion world will break Into 
lmree coughing fits. A single 
anassnifflliig 4&-something woman, 
Minctia Prada is responsible for much 
of what we have seen on the High Street 
for the past few seasons - from the 
current crop of antiqued leather shoes 
that are featured in chain stores from 
Miss SeHHdge to Ravel, to the strange 
Seventies’ abstract prints in stores Hke 
Oasis. 

It all happens in a tiny white 
showroom in a back street in Milan. 

The crowds gather early, desperate for a 
glimpse ofthe Prada look for 
spring/snmmer 97. Deadpan models 
walk down the catwalk like automatons, 
dressed in wispy lengths of sheer chiffon 
and Imperial Chinese style three inch 
platform wedge sandals. 

The detail of the shoes is important - 
only a small number of women wfll be 
able to afford the real thing, but the 
style will be copied and mass marketed 
in a shop or market stall near yon by 

high cnmnw tr 

The collection also includes 
mandarin collar chiffon cardigans, 
transparent empire line chiffon dresses 
that would have been worn as 
imdersDps by a Jane Ansten heroine, 
bamboo brocade, silk skirts and narrow 
Cheongsam dresses worn over floaty 
chiffon trousers, oriental flower 
embroideries, and the Prada trademark 
nufitaiy uniform. Prada's success has 
been increasing every year since the 
introduction of a women’s wear fine in 
1989. 

Before that, the privately owned 
family company set up by Mraccia 
Prada’s grandfather; specialised fan 
leather goods. By the end of the decade, 
cosmetics, perfume, lingerie and the 
home collection will have been added to 
the empire. This year; the company 
plans to expand worldwide adding 35 
new stores to the existing 6L By next 
year; sales are expected to increase from 
this year’s £500m to £73 0m. 

Design duo Dolce & Gabbana and 
stylist Krizia today unveil their latest 
collections. 
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Modem bards line up for battle 


CHARLIE BAIN 

Bob Dylan’s Blowing in the 
Wind and John Betjemen’s 
Slough are to battle it out over 
the next 10 days for the crown 
of favourite post-war poem in 
a BBC poll celebrating the 
third National Poetry Day. 

Bookmakers W illiam Hill 
are compiling the odds for the 
showdown, with John Lennon’s 


Imagine, WH Auden’s Stop all 
the Clocks and Tbd Hughes’s 
Thought fax among the other 

leading contenders. The winner 
will be decided on the basis of 
votes cast by people who tele- 
phone a special BBC hotline. 

In a similarpoll last year to 
find out the all-time favourite, 
Rndyard Kipling’s If was the 
clear winner. More than 7,500 
people voted for around 1,000 


DAILY POEM 


Haiku (2) 

Qirairiag ringing — 

strid illations drill the rocks - 

howqnietitis 

The enormous kite 
did not find its real soul 
until the string snapped 

I need one word 
acting as a wedge to start 
the year's first haiku 

When I pinch the 
of this butterfly, it 
like nothing on earth 


Matsuo Basho 


Mutsuo Thkahashl 


Shugyo Uifcaha 


YosaBuson 


Despite its brevity, the haiku is a tough and resilient form, its 
17 syllables (5-7-5) capable of an infinite variety of tones 

nn tt^np udeen out in translation. Alas, some English haiku am- 
ateursnave been misled by William Higgjnson’s outdated, 
pedantic Haiku Handbook, which authorises his readers to doo- 
dle “free-form” verses, following an obscure Japanese acad- 
emic’s theories about c*yi (phonograms) which no native poets 
have ever heard of Matsuo Basho and Yosa Busott are two 

of the great classic haiku poets, born in the 17th and 18th cen- 

turies respectively. Mutsuo Ihkahashl is Japan's greatest 
bring poet 


James yirimp fe president of the British Haiku Association His anthoW 

ogy of classic, modern and contemporary haiku^A Certain State of Mind 

is published by the University of Salzburg Press. The British Haiku As- 

sociation can be contacted at Sinodon, Salford, Braintree, Esses CM7 
5HN.- 


different poems. “Last year lots 
of people voted for the classic 
poems they remember with af- 
fection from school and mod- 
em poetry didn't get a look in,” 
said the BBC’s Daisy Goodwin. 

“This year we’re testing the 
poetiy boom: is poetry the new 
rock 'n' roll, or is rock ’n’ roll the 
new poetiy? Who is more rele- 
vant, Bob Dylan or Philip 
Larkin, and how far have the 
lines of demarcation between 
words and lyrics been blurred? 

*T want people to feel free to 
nominate anything from Nobel 
prize winners to rock lyrics -just 
as long as it’s no more than 50 
years old.” 

Lines are open from noon 
today until noon on Thursday, 
10 October, with the winner be- 
ing announced in a special 
BBC1 programme on Friday, 11 
October. 

□To vote call 0891 555300 
(maximum cost 26p). 
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hirac consigns 
[taly to Europe’s 
econd division 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

Jacques Chirac yesterday said 
what many people had long 
thought - Italy is heading for the 
second division in Europe. The 
country 's hopes of qualifying for 
the first round of European 
nvmclan union were severely 
rebuffed as the French Presi- 
dent explicitly slated that the 
country is too far behind to meet 
the Mdasirichi convergence cri- 
teri.i on time. 

Tile French President singled 
i ini Italy .ex ;i country that might 
h;nc to’ wait beyond the launch 
date of 1 January 1 1999 to be al- 
lowed to join a single European 
currency. He also made special 
reference to the Italian liia as 
;« currency whose devaluation 
could threaten the export mar- 
kets ot the "core" Europe once 
monetary union was in place. 

“More time may be needed 
lor those who arc behind, like 
Italy.” Mr Chirac said in what 
appeared to be a deliberate at- 
tempt to humiliate the Rome 
government ahead of a Franco- 
Italian summit meeting in 
Naples, scheduled for the" end 
of the week. 

His comments whipped up a 
storm of protest in Rome, in- 
cluding reports that the bilateral 
summit was about to be scrap- 
ped. The French ambassador. 
Jean-Bernard Mcrimee, was 
summoned to the Prime Min- 
ister's office, and eventually 
Mr Chirac retracted his re- 
marks. saying instead that he 
"ardently hoped” Italy would 
make the single currency on 
time. But by that stage the 
damage was already done. 

By costing doubt on Italy’s 
European future. Mr Chirac ef- 
fectively cut the ground from 
under the Italian government's 
feet in its efforts to sell the bud- 
get - an unprecedented 615 tril- 
lion lire package of spending 
cuts and swingeing tax increas- 
es - as one last big push for a 
place in Europe. 

The financial package has al- 
ready caused friction between 
opposing ends of Mr Prodi's 


broad centre-left coalition, and 
political analysts believe any se- 
rious assault on its credibility 
would almost certainly cause a 
government collapse,* with in- 
calculable consequences for 
Italy's future stability. The fi- 
nancial markets remained cau- 
tious yesterday, but the lira 
and Italian bonds lost much of 
the ground they had gained in 
the last Tew days. 

Mr Prodi did his best to re- 
main upbeat, evoking “tensions 
created by the strength of Italy's 
export capacity ": “We always 
think of Italy being afraid of 
competition from France and 
Germany. In facL France and 

By casting 
doubt on Italy's 
European future, 
Mr Chirac 
in effect cut 
the ground from 
under Mr Prodi’s 
feet 

Germany are also very afraid of 
competition from Italy." 

A more considered look at 
the events of the past few days, 
however, suggests the fear is all 
on Italy's side, and that a num- 
ber of European countries in- 
tend to make sure (hat a 
country burdened with singu- 
larly unhealthy public finances 
docs not join the single currency 

until it is ready. 

When Mr Prodi's govern- 
ment took office in May. it had 
no inLenlion of trying to meet 
the Maastricht criteria by 1997. 
but planned to satisfy most of 
them by 1998 - believing at that 
stage either that the introduc- 
tion of a single currency would 
be postponed or that itie crite- 
ria would be eased. 

That polity remained in place 
until raid-Seplember. when two 
key developments forced the 
Prodi government to change its 
mind. First, the successful 
launch of tight-budgei packages 


in France and Germany sug- 
gested the euro would in fact be 
launched on schedule. Second, 
Mr Prod! made a crucial visit to 
Spain for talks with his coun- 
terpart Jose Maria Aznar. 

According to diplomatic 
sources. Mr Prodi asked Mr Az- 
nar to join him in petitioning the 
big European players fora sort 
of reprieve whereby their two 
countries would be judged on 
their economic performance in 
199S. not 1997 as was previously- 
agreed. Mr Aznar refused u> go 
along with this plan, telling Mr 
Prodi that Spain had every in- 
tention of meeting the targets. 

Suddenly. Italy seemed to 
have been left out in the cold, 
and Mr Prodi rushed back to 
Rome with a new plan. The first 
budget was ditched and a new, 
much more austere, one was 
prepared in 24 hours. The new 
deal passed muster with the cab- 
inet, and Mr Prodi euphorical- 
ly announced that the package 
would get Italy into Europe. 

That euphoria has proved 
near- impossible to maintain. 

iLaiy currently meets none of the 
Maastricht criteria, and even un- 
der the latest plan it can only 
hope to get close to. rather than 
meet, the target considered 
most important - a 3 per cent 
deficit lo GDP ratio, down 
from around 6-5 per cent now. 

The plan can only succeed if 
the political will exists to admit 
Italy into the single currency, 
warts and all. Mr Chirac and Mr 
Aznar have made dear that they 
don't like the idea, and the dip- 
lomatic community is fairly 
sure that Germany doesn't like 
it either. 

“Italy doesn't meet any of the 
Maastricht criteria and this 
budget may not even meet its 
targets. Because of its high 
public debt and reliance on 
short-term debt financing. Italy 
is still a rather different econ- 
omy from the core European 
countries,” said Ros Litton of 
HSBC Markets in London. 
“President Chirac’s remarks 
may have been politically in- 
appropriate, but he was large- 
ly stating the obvious.” 



Blunt: General Lebed says West can choose civilised path or con f r o nt ati on Photograph: AFP 


Lebed threatens West with rusty missiles 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Alexander Lebed. Boris 
Yeltsin's outspoken security 
chief, yesterday launched an- 
other volley of extraordinary 
threats aimed at Nato. citing 
Russia's arsenal of missiles as a 
deterrent against the alliance's 
expansion plans. 

In an outburst certain to 
cause consternation among 
Western powers, the Russian 
news agency, Interfax, said Mr 
Lebed told Russian journal- 
ists: “Russia has something with 
which to oppose Nato’s en- 
largement. They are rusty, but 
they’re missiles all the same.” 

The agency said Mr Lebed, 


a highly popular former gener- 
al whom many tip to succeed Mr 
Yeltsin, plans to deliver a blunt 
message to Nato leaders when 
he visits tiie alliance’s head- 
quarters in Brussels this month: 
“We either pursue a civilized 
path or we move towards con- 
frontation.” 

Mr Lebed’s utterances follow 
a dispute with the Daily Tele- 
graph , which published an in- 
terview in which he reportedly 
advocated imposing economic 
sanctions against the United 
States and Germany If Nato 
pressed ahead with its expan- 
sionist policies. The interview 
was denounced by his press of- 
fice as a “falsification”. The pa- 
per has stood by the story. 


In the three months in which 
the former general has been in 
office, he has established a rep- 
utation both for publicity-seek- 
ing and for wild remarks. In 
particular, his views on Nato ap- 
pear to have hardened from his 
previous stance. Not long ago, 
he argued that that the alliance 
was free to waste money on ex- 
pansion - as Russia had no in- 
tention of threatening any 
country outside its borders. 

His outbursts may be con- 
nected with his increasingly 
overt campaign for the Russian 
presidency. Last week, he 
marked his first 100 days in of- 
fice by holding a press confer- 
ence, upbraiding the govern- 
ment’s performance. 


Russia faces 
‘unbearable’ 
cash crisis 
in military 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Boris Yeltsin’s new Defence 
Minister, General Igor Rodi- 
onov, yesterday launched a can- 
did assault, warning his own 
government of an “unbearable" 
crisis in the cash-starved Russ- 
ian armed forces and chastising 
Nato for its plans to expand into 
Eastern Europe. 

Two months after taking of- 
fice, the general issued a pub- 
lic appeal to Mr Yeltsin to 
come to the aid of his mlnistiy 
before “uncontrollable and un- 
desirable processes” set in 
among the ranks, where ser- 
vicemen are owed millions of 
dollars in back pay. 

Although the minister did not 
endorse warnings by his friend, 
Alexander Lebed, that demor- 
alised, hungry troops may soon 
mutiny, his remarks prompted 
an immediate response from the 
President, who ordered his 
Prime Minister, Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, to convene a special 
cabinet meeting on military fi- 
nancing. At present, matters 
were under control, the gener- 
al said But that may not last for 
long. Unless the picture im- 
proved “Russia may lose its 
armed forces as an integral 
and viable state structure with 
all the consequences that this 
may have.” 

Genera] Rodionov has little 
of the swashbuckling flamboy- 
ance of Mr Lebed, the head of 
the Security Council, but yes- 
terday's performance proved 
that he pulls no punches. If Nato 
expansion plans went ahead 
“the process of arms reduction, 
development of trust and se- 
curity in the European conti- 
nent may slow down or even 
stop,” he told his first big press 
conference in Moscow. Mr 
Yeltsin wanted a treaty with 
Nato, before tackling the ques- 
tion of the expansion of the At- 
lantic alliance. In the weeks 
since he took up his post, the 60- 
year-old general has shown 
himself to be a tough-minded 
and shrewd politician, who is 
willing to use publicity to pres- 
sure his government over the 


crisis sweeping through Russia s 
armed forces - an issue that has 
gained urgency as the govern- 
ment hammers out next year's 
budget. 

He was not the first choice to 
replace the unpopular Gener- 
al Pavel Grachev, who was 
widelv blamed for launching a 
hopeless war in Chechnya. The 
post was twice offered to Gen- 
eral Andrei Nikolayev. the com- 
mander of the Border Guards, 
but he turned it down. 

Crucially, Gen Rodionov had 
the support of Mr Lebed with 
whom he had served in action, 
before moving to a desk job as 
chief of the army general staff’s 
military academy. The two men 
share broadly nationalist views: 
they also have a reputation for 
not being corrupt, in an army 
where allegations of skuldug- 
gery are rift They also both sup- 
ported ending the Chechen 
conflict. 

The initial reaction to his ap- 
pointment was ware, particularly 
among liberals and Western 
observers, who suspected him of 
hardline tendencies. The main 
evidence against him was his in- 
volvement with an outburst of 
violence in Georgia in 1989, 
when Soviet troops were un- 
leashed on a pro- independence 
rally, killing 19 people. 

To what extent General Ro- 
dionov, the local commander, 
was to blame is still disputed al- 
though an investigation by the 
Soviet parliament held him re- 
sponsible. “Our impression is 
that he was carrying out the or- 
ders of the Politburo, and the 
record supports that." said one 
Western diplomat. 

His brief in his new job is ex- 
traordinarily tough. He is 
charged with turning an under- 
funded and demoralised con- 
script army of 1.5 million into 
a leaner, all -professional force 
capable of defending the secu- 
rity interests of a nation that 
stretches from the Baltics to the 
Sea of Japan. The target date 
is the year 2000, although few 
analysts believes this is realis- 
tic. Yesterday he said he aimed 
to shrink the army to 1.2 million 
by the end of next year. 
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Kohl’s English teapot terror 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 

They were an inimitable double 
act - she, a slender woman with 
glacier-blue eyes; he, an affable 
giant, his stature dwarfed only ty 
an over-sized ego. Together, 
they could have ruled the con- 
tinent. but neither was satisfied 
with the role of a mere co-piloL 
So they quarrelled a lot. “On 
more than one occasion, we had 
terrible rows.” Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl confesses in his mem- 
oirs. I Wanted German Unity, 
published yesterday. 

The purgatory of being locked 
in one room with Baroness 
Thatcher has left a deep im- 
pression on Germany’s leader. 
On page after page, he unbur- 
dens himself, revealing the 
mental scars that remain from 
duels fought a decade ago. 
Whatever the issue of the day 
happened to be, Mr Kohl would 
invariably find himself in open 
confrontation with “Margaret”. 
The Chancellor seems to have 
particularly strong recollections 
of a stormy Nato summit, when 
he received the ultimate insult 


from Britain's Prime Minister. 
Mr Kohl opposed the deploy- 
ment of short-range nuclear 
missiles on German soil, to 
which Lady Thatcher respond- 
ed by “constantly using the 
word 'cowardice', without nam- 
ing any names”. 

“Everybody knew there that 
she was pointing the finger at 
me,” says Mr Kohl. “I staled 
quite clearly once more why [I 
was against it] - because these 
missiles would fall on Rostock, 
Leipzig and other places in 
East Germany. I had said this 
as Chancellor, and now I would 
go on as private citizen Helmut 
Kohl: 'when I look around, I 
am the only one here who is the 
father of two reserve officers. I 
don't need a lecture from any- 
one.’ This clearly impressed 
Margaret Thatcher, though she 
would not yield on the issue." 
At least on that occasion. Lady 
Thatcher let him finish the sen- 
tence, perhaps because other 
statesmen were also in atten- 
dance. Their meetings t£te-&- 
tete were normally 
characterised by a severe com- 
munication problem. “She 


significant shorts 


Taliban gives Calls for EU 


ultimatum to 
military chief 

The Islamic Taliban militia 
yesterday issued a surrender- 
or- else ultimatum to the 
military chief of the govern- 
ment it ousted from the 
Afghan capital. 

The commander of the 
forces which captured Kabul 
last Friday said he had called 
on Ahmad Shah Masood to 
give up or be wiped ouL 
Reuter- Jabot Os-Siny 

Protest over 
welfare cut 

More than 100,000 German 
metalworkers, carrying ban- 
ners saying that Germany's 
welfare date is under threat, 
staged nationwide walkouts 
and rallies to protest a big 
cut in sick pay which took 
effect yesterday. AP - Barm 


treaty to back 
human rights 

Italy and Austria called for a 
sweeping human rights 
clause to be incorporated in 
the European Union treaty 
and for the bloc to be given 
the power to penalise mem- 
ber countries that do not 
comply. The proposal would 
prohibit discrimination on a 
broad range of grouods, in- 
cluding race, sex and disabil- 
ity. Reuter - Luxembourg 

Envious find 
of e meralds 

Gemologists have uncovered 
die world’s largest known 
emerald duster, worth about 
£32m and weighing 76kg, aft- 
er extracting it from what its 
owner thought was a large 
black rock, round in Mada- 
gascar. Reuter - Bangkok 


spoke with unbelievable speed 
and would not let me get a word 
in edgeways,” says Mr Kohl. 
“She would regularly butt in, 
saying, ‘Do not interrupt me! 
You never stop talking.’" 
Gradually, though, Mr Kohl de- 
veloped a special persona to get 
him through these difficult en- 
counters. Lady Thatcher re- 
quired uo less than total 
submission, and the German 
Chancellor found life easier if 
be went along with that role. At 
a dinner in Cambridge, the 
Prime Minister expressed 
amusement at the way Mr Kohl 
wrapped the napkin around his 
considerable girth. “It is a white 
Sag of surrender before the Iron 
Lady," came the reply. It went 
down a treat. 

But Helmut Kohl never came 
to grips with Lady Thatcher's 
unprovoked charm offensives. 
Being handbagged was one 
thing, but having a teapot thrust 
in your face was more than a 
man could bear. 

This is how Mr Kohl remembers 
one such session, a reception in 
Britain: “Margaret Thatcher 
greated me in her speech with 


the kindness that, God knows, 
I had not reckoned with. It was 
like hot and cold baths ... She 
attached special importance to 
serving tea herself. From one 
second to the next, she would 
suddenly become prime minis- 
terial and aloof again. When the 
atmosphere has become too 
chilly, she would again pick up 
the tea-pot and offer a refill." 
Mr Kohl says that she felt it un- 
just that “Great Britain had 
staked her existence and sacri- 
ficed her empire in the fight 
against Hitler. She had won the 
war and yet lost a great deal.” 
Her stubborn opposition to 
German unity was only over- 
come by US pressure, Mr Kohl 
reveals. Mrs Thatcher and Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand of 
France were summoned in 
April 1990 to Florida. President 
George Bush read them the riot 
act, and France and Britain fi- 
nally fell into line. “That the 
three Western powers approved 
the goal of a fully sovereign unit- 
ed Germany was primarily the 
achievement of George Bush,” 
the German Chancellor states. 
It's a funny old world. 


Suu Kyi placed back 
under house arrest 


TIM MCGIRK 

New Delhi 

The Burmese dissident and 
Nobel Peace laureate. Aung 
San Suu Kyi, has been placed 
under “virtual house arrest" in 
Rangoon after the military 
regime rounded up more than 
500 of her supporters. 

Soldiers and riot police have 
blockaded her bamboo-shroud- 
ed family compound beside a 
lake in Rangoon and are ar- 
resting anyone who tries to see 
her. Her telephone has also 
been cut off. Since January, she 
has been denied visits from 
her British husband, Michael 
Aris, and their two sons. 

“No matter what the military 
wants to call it, she's been put 
under house arrest again,” one 
opposition source said. Earlier, 
she spent six years imprisoned 
in her house before interna- 
tional pressure forced the rul- 
ing military regime to release 
her in July 1995. 

The r uling State Law and Or- 
der Council, Store, lashed out 
at Aung San Suu Kyi last week 


to prevent her from meeting 
members of her political party, 
the National League for 
Democracy, who had flocked to 
Rangoon from all over Burma. 

An intelligence officer, 
Colonel Kyaw The in. yesterday 
said restrictions placed on Ms 
Suu Kyi were only temporary 
but did not say when they would 
be lifted. The colonel said the 
military had blocked the oppo- 
sition-party meeting, scheduled 
last weekend, because it was 
planned “in collusion" with the 
US embassy and was intended 
to spark riots. Both the US em- 
bassy and opposition sources de- 
nied the charges as absurd. 

With riot police menacing 
anyone who approached her 
home, Aung San Suu Kyi, for 
the first time since her release, 
was unable to hold her usual 
weekend rallies. Her whimsical 
humour, as well as her diamond- 
hard wiD, attracted thousands of 
Burmese willing lo brave being 
spotted by the dozens of police 
spies who pushed into the 
crowd with their video cameras, 
recording faces. 
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Summit aims to resuscitate peace 


Clinton (pens 
fece-to-fejce talks 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

President Bill Clinton and the 
leaders of Israel the Palestinians 
and Jordan began their un- 
scripted emergency summit here 
yesterday to salvage peace in the 
Middle East, amid some signs of 
Israeli readiness to negotiate on 
key issues, but with no guaran- 
tee of a successful outcome. 

Mr Ginton opened the sum- 
mit try praising the leaders for at- 
tending at short notice. “No 
one wants to turn back,” he said 

told JnTsummit 

would conclude today with a 
statement but gave no indication 
what impact it might have. “I 
don't want to say anything that 
will make our task harder.” 

The discussions, planned to 
last two days, began with a se- 
ries of bilateral meetings in the 
Oval Office between Mr Ginton 
and first King Hussein of Jordan, 
then Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and finally Yasser 
Arafat the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation chairman. 

After that the four were due 
to meet as a group before break- 
ing up for separate, more detailed 
discussions at Blair House, just 
across horn the White House. 
Hie discussions were being su- 
perintended by Whrren Christo- 
pher. United States Secretary of 
State, and Ambassador Dennis 
Ross, the Ginton administra- 
tion's lop Middle Hast specialist 

But as the parties got down to 
business, US officials were hold- 
ing out no promise of any break- 
through. No specific agenda 
crisis, and such is the mutual sus- 
picion between Mr Netanyahu 
and Mr Arafat that they might 
not be able to meet face-to-face 
without intermediaries. 

The most hopeful noises have 
come from Mr Netanyahu, who 
on his way here indicated a 
readiness to negotiate on with- 
drawal from Hebron, easier 
border passage for Palestinians 
with jobs in Israel and the 
Opening of an airport in the 
Gaza Strip. 


But as usual he offered no 
concessions, and remains 
adamant that the tunnel near the 
al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem 
will stay open - a stance that both 
kept President Hosni Mubarak 
of Egypt away from the meet- 
ings and casts doubt over 
whether anything can be 
achieved here this week. The 
peace process was in M a very bad 
way right now”. White House 
spokesman Mike McCuriy said. 

With the stakes raised high- 
er still for Mr Ginton try the ap- 
proaching US presidential 
elections, Washington is delib- 
erately taking a minimalist view 
of proceedings. Given the lev- 
el of mistrust between them, 
even a frosty public handshake 
by Mr Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat will be presented as a 
measurable diplomatic success. 

US officials hope the two men 
can find a formula to end the vi- 
olence in the West Bank, 
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip, 
and agree to give new impetus 
to talks aimed at implementing 
existing peace accords. These 
have been dragging on for 
months, getting nowhere. On 
the tunneL the best hope is for 
an international commission to 
examine the problem. 

In a further effort to promote 
progress here, the White House 
has asked participants to make 
no public comment on the talks 
before they wrap up tonight. 
Whether that gag rule holds is 
questionable, however, and se- 
nior foreign policy advisers to 
Republican candidate Bob Dole 
are showing no such restraint. 

Mr Dole says merely that the 
US should not pressure “our 
friend 1 ' Israel into unilateral 
concessions, and should confine 
itself to the role of honest bro- 
ker. But former defense secre- 
tary Dick Cheney and other Dole 
foreign policy experts on Mon- 
day unleashed a public barrage 
at Mr Cfinfoo, saying that the un- 
ravelling of the Middle East 
peace accords - one of the Pres- 
ident’s most trumpeted foreign 
polity successes - proved his in- 
competence, in foreign affairs.. . 
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Centre of contention: US. tourists take photographs of the exit gate of the controversial gate In OM Jer us al e m 


Photograph: AFP 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

“If Arafat returns from Wash- 
ington with nothing, you won’t 
see an immediate outbreak of 
fighting,” said Jonathan Kuttab, 
a Palestinian political activist 
“But within a few months, you 
will see 100 or 1.000 dead.” 

Nobody on the West Bank, 
Israeli or Pslestioiao, doubts 
that war is very dose. Al a meet- 
ing on the new military situation 
attended by Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister, just before he left for 
Washington, bis chief of staff, se- 
nior generals and. intelligence 
officers it was decided to use 
more firepower. Any Palestin- 
ian, according to an officer who 


tion in the [occupied] territories, 
we will cream mem," another 
officer at the meeting was quot- 
ed as saying by the Haaretz 
newspaper. The army feels hu- 
miliated by the losses suffered 
last Thursday and Friday and by 
the fate of a unit effectively tak- 
en prisoner at Joseph's Tomb in 


terday but almost all travel and 
economic life has come to a stop 
because the Israeli army has put 
up checkpoints preventing 
Palestinians moving between 
the towns and villages. About 
100.000 people in the Hebron 
area have been confined to 
their homes bya five-day curfew. 


their owd safety, but tbe effect, 
possibly intentional, was to make 
it difficult for US television 
which relies on Israeli crews for 
pictures of Palestinian areas 
during the Washington summit. 

The Oslo Accords created a 
jigsaw of conflicting Palestinian 
and Israeli authority on the 


The prevention of travel within the West Bank is a 
form of collective punishment tor all Palestinians 
that will certainly lead to more bloodshed 


tanyabu, the Israeli Prime Min- Nablus. But the new rules of en- 
isler, just before he left for gagement ensure that casualties 
Washington, bis chief of staff se- in any future outbreak will be 
nior generals and. intelligence higher than the 1,600 Pales- 
officers it was decided to use - tinians injured last week, 
more firepower. Any Palestin- • Massive use of Israeli fire- 
ian, according to an officer who . power - t*o Merkava tanks 
took part in the discussion, : were drawn up at the entrance 
who “draws near IDF [Israeli to Bethlehem yesterday -would 


Army] posts or near soldiers, 
will be killed - they will shoot 
him without any hesitation” 

The government thinks that 
its military superiority in the 
West Bank and Gaza, estab- 
lished by victory in the 1967 war, 
has been challenged by the loss 
of 15 soldiers and border police 
killed last week, even though 
there were four times as many 
deaths among the Palestinians. 

In future, if demonstrators 
move towards (he fence around 
an Israeli position, the local 
commander will be able to use 
tanks and armoured vehicles 
against them. 

“This time, if there is an eiup- 


lead to the 40,000 Palestinian 
police being drawn into the 
fighting. A Palestinian scarce 
said yesterday: “Even tha- Is- 
raelis are only saying that 200 
police fired at them last week. 
At Ramallah, where intense 
fighting took place, the figure 
was only about 30. Imagine if 
they baa all joined in." 

Explaining the severity of 
many of the injuries, Dr Mustafa 
Barghouthi, of the Union of 
Palestinian Medical Relief 
Committees, said: ’The higb-ve- 
lority bullets used by Israel rup- 
ture the body in the same way 
as dum-dum bullets." 

The West Bank was calm yes- 


Where there are no check- 
points, roads in Palestinian ar- 
eas have been closed with 
concrete blocks. Israeli jour- 
nalists yesterday successfully 
fought off an attempt by the 
army to stop ; them entering 
Palestinian .autonomous en- 
claves. Ostensibly this was for 


West Bank. This rickety system 
of dual power could only be 
maintained by goodwill and 
co-operation - qualities which 
are both in short supply in Mr 
Netanyahu s government. 

Several Jewish religious sites, 
notably Joseph’s Wfell and 
Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem 


have become deeply resented 
symbols of Israeli nife. Rachel’s 
Tbmb, on the Jerusalem-Hebroo 
road, once a small shrine with 
a sarcophagus, now looks like a 
fortified military outpost, with 
massive walls of reinforced con- 
crete rising around it 

All local shops are shut, but 
even if they , were open they 
would have no customers be- 
cause oobody is being allowed 
in or out of Bethlehem. 

Given that the Palestinian po- 
lice have stopped all demon- 
strations, the prevention of 
travel within the West Bank by 
Israel is a.fbrm of collective pun- 
ishment for all Palestinians. 
Justified by Israel as a response 
to violence, the closure is self- 
fulfilling initial the resentment 
it creates ^viU certainly lead to 
more bloodshed 


Glinton’s 
gamble 
on peace 

DAVID USBORNE 

NBV’rDRK 

Only weeks from the US pres- 
idential elections, which con- 
stituency will be watching the 
peace summit with mare fasci- 
nation than any other? And to 
which group will the White 
House be looking for its reac- 
tion to the outcome? The an- 
swer, on both counts, is the 
American Jewish community. 

It would seem to be a risky 
tactic for President Bill Clinton 
to invite Benjamin Netanyahu 
to a meeting at which he is like- 
ly not just to get the blame for 
last week’s rioting but also to 
come under pressure to offer 
concessions. While the right- 
wing elements of American 
Jewry, whose strongholds are in 
the eastern boroughs of New 
York, will inevitably condemn 
Mr Ginton. most American 
Jews might support him. 

The White House might take 
heart from an advertisment 
placed yesterday by the Israel 
Peace Forum that claimed 
that, over and above any loyal- 
ty to Mr Netanyahu, most 
American Jews are more in- 
terested in saving the peace 
process. 

The advertisement dies an 
opi nion poll suggesting that SI 
percent of American Jews sup- 
port the peace process as 
launched by the Oslo agree- 
ments. The same poll suggest- 
ed that 67 per cent of American 
Jews favour US aid to the Pales- 
tinian Authority and that 63 per 
cent support the creation of a 
Palestinian state. 

“That is why President Clin- 
ton’s initiative to safeguard and 
sustain the peace process, 
sealed on the White House 
lawn three years ago, is so cru- 
cial ," the forum said. While lib- 
eral Jews in the US were widely 
disappointed by the election of 
Mr Netanyahu last May. most 
have opted to give him the 
benefit of the doubt as regards 
commitment to the peace 
process. After last week, the 
same Jews, who are over- 
whelmingly well disposed to 
Mr Clinton, might not object to 
some tougher-lhan-usual treat- 
ment of the Israeli leader in the 
White House. 
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EU shows its 
anger at Israel 


SARAH HELM 

Luxembourg. 

In its strongest criticism of Is- 
rael since the Oslo accords, the 
European Union implicitly 
warned yesterday that Israel’s 
economic ties with Europe 
could be jeopardised by further 
breaches of the peace deal, 
particularly over Jerusalem. 

A statement by EU foreign 
ministers made it clear that Eu- 
rope’s ties with Israel - as with 
other countries in the region - 
are based on “common com- 
mitment to the peace process”. 

The EU signed a far-reaching 
trade-association agreement 
with Israel last year, granting the 
country wide access to EU mar- 
kets, funding for research and 
cultural and social links. 

Hie last time Israd was made 
subject to any form of economic 
sanctions was when the previ- 
ous United Slates administra- 
tion withheld loan guarantees 
due lo the continued building 
of illegal Jewish settlements. 
While resisting an open threat 
of sanctions, the EU statement 
clearly signalled rising anger, 
stating: “In this context it (the 
ELI] calls on Israel to give clear 
practical demonstration of its 
confirmed intention to imple- 
ment fully the agreements al- 
ready reached with the PLO.” 

The foreign minister state- 
ment criticised Israel's failure to 
implement the Oslo accords and 
attacked the “disproportion- 
ate use of force” last week. It 
called on Israel “urgently” to 
keep its commitment to with- 
draw troops from Hebron, re- 
frain from settlements and 
annexation of land, and end the 
closure of the occupied terri- 


tories. The most stinging rebuke 
was reserved for Israel s inten- 
sifying efforts to enforce its il- 
legal annexation of Arab East 
Jerusalem, manifested in the ex- 
cavations under the al-Aqsa 
mosque which led to last week's 
violence. It made it clear that 
the tunnel should be “restored 
to its original state". 

Israel occupied the east side 
of the city in 1967. United Na- 
tions resolutions have con- 
demned tbe annexation as iQegaL 
but Israeli propaganda has weak- 
ened international criticism. Yes- 
terday’s EU statement appeared 
to attempt to return to the 1967 
consensus on the status of East 
Jerusalem, referring explicitly 
to it as '’occupied territory”. 

The EU also said that the 
Palestinians of East Jerusalem 
enjoy the human-rights protec- 
tions afforded them as inhabi- 
tants of “occupied territories" 
under the Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention. The convention states 
that nothing should be done by 
the occupying force to alter the 
status of the lands until their fi- 
nal status is decided.' 

The EU statement said:” 
The European Union recog- 
nises that the recent incidents 
were precipitated by frustration 
and exasperation at the ab- 
sence of any real progress in the 
Pence Process mid firmly be- 
lieves that the absence of such 
progress is the root of unresL" 

Speaking after the meeting, 
Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign 
Secretary, insisted EU foreign 
. ministers who visit Jerusalem 
later this month would call on 
the Palestinian leadership in 
.Orient House, in Arab East 
Jerusalem, unless “ physically 
prevented from doing so. 
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Multi-Media: Information and TV revolutions open new possibilities in 

atellite 



samurai 
set for 
TV battle 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

It' exclamation marks and 
wacky spellings were a guar- 
antee of success, then Per- 
fecTV, Japan's first digital 
satellite television service, 
would have no cause for worn'. 

Apart from conventionally 
named news and Him stations, 
the 57 channels inaugurated at 
the service's commercial 
launch yesterday included Per- 
fecTODAYL Access!. Star- 
KaraOK! and Fighting TV 
Samurai? Subscribers can sup- 
plement BBC World Service 



Rupert Murdoch: Beaming 
into the Japanese TV market 

TV. and news in Korean and 
Chinese, with DigiCuhe 
("Youth trendy information"), 
Oki Doki {Tnlemationalian 
entertainment"), and a mo- 
toring channel, bafflingly called 
V60 jt DoN/ilifxlO •. 

But the air of frantic light- 
heartedness suggested by Pcr- 
fecT\”s programming is mis- 
leading. forThe new service, 
w hich "is backed by some of 
Japan's biggest companies, in- 
cluding Toyota and Mitsui, will 
soon have a battle on its hands. 

Within the nest year, its 
monopoly will he broken by 
bigger and more ambitious 
competitors, such as DirecTV 
which is hacked by Matsushita 


and Hughes Electronics, the 
US giant. .Also in the ring is a 
man who until this year was 
hardly known in Japan - 
Rupert Murdoch. 

“We have to gain as many 
viewers as possible before 
DirecTV and Mr Murdoch 
start to take a lead. 1 think that's 
the only choice for us," said 
Hiroto Kasahara, the presi- 
dent ofPterfecTV at the launch 
of the service this week. 

DirecTV will provide about 
100 channels from next year. 
Mr Murdoch’s JSkyB, a joint 
undertaking with the Japanese 
software mogul, Masayoshi 
Son. will offer about ISO 
channels. Though digital satel- 
lite television is already avail- 
able in several regions, 
including Europe and North 
and South America, the Japan- 
ese market could be set for the 
most explosive growth of all. 

The competition between 
the new services will be a nov- 
elty in Japan, which has a pop- 
ulation of 125 milli on but, like 
Britain, a relatively small num- 
ber of terrestrial stations, 
alongside analogue satellite 
and cable. By the time all three 
of the new services are available 
next year, the number of choic- 
es will have skyrocketed. 

Subscribers to PerfecTV pay 
about 50.000 yen (£300) for the 
necessary satellite dish and re- 
ceiver set and a monthly sub- 
scription of ¥1,900 upwards. 
The company claims to have 
sold 80,000 receivers, and aims 
to reach 300,000 people by 
the end of the year. 

But the technology which has 
brought about the boom will 
soon form the focus of the com- 
petition. Unlike a convention- 
al analogue signal, digital 
satellite broadcasts "compress" 
images and data, allowing a far 
greater number of channels, 
and a lower cost. 

At the moment, subscribers 
require a separate dish and re- 
ceiver for each service. Nego- 
tiations are currently under 
way to adopt a single dish -and. 
if PerfecTV and Mr Murdoch 
tie up the agreement which 
they are rumoured to be reach- 
ing. the outlook for their com- 
petitor will be far from perfec. 



Lebanon, Japan and US 

Washington to 
end export ban 

on ci pher code 


DAVID USBORNE 

NewYbrk 

The White House appeared 
set yesterday to announce pro- 
posals to lift a ban on the export 
of advanced software designed 
to scramble sensitive data trans- 
mitted between Internet users. 

The announcement would 
end (bur years of often fractious 
debate between the Clinton 
administration, which has been 
anxious to curb the sale abroad 
of data-scrambling or encryp- 
tion software, and the US com- 
puter industry, which has 
complained that the controls 
have lost it important markets. 

As the Internet grows in im- 
portance. companies are in- 
creasingly using it to transmit 
information that they would 
also like to keep secret. The en- 
cryption software allows users 
to translate messages into code 
that will remain impenetrable to 
everyone except those to whom 
they are addressed. 

The dilemma for the US 
government, however, is that 
such technology could also 
hand a formidable weapon to 
terrorists and international 
crime rings- With encryption, 
they could transmit information 
around the world without fear 
of discovery. 

The deal expected to be of- 
fered in an executive order 
from President Bill Clinton 
would give (he green light to US 
companies to export advanced 
encryption products. However, 


the companies would be oblig- 
ed to ensure that the coding 
"keys" required for unscram- 
bling data must be deposited 
with a third party where they 
could be available to police. 

The keys, which would be sur- 
rendered only on production of 
a court order, could be of up to 
56 computer “bits". Currently. 
US companies are only allowed 
to export much cruder encryp- 
tion products for which the 
kevs need be only up to 4fl bits 
long. An experienced hacker 
with state-of-the-art equipment 
can crack 40-hit encryption in 
12 minutes. 

The White House considers 
the proposal a reasonable com- 
promise between the needs of 
law enforcement and the con- 
cerns both of the computer in- 
dustry itself and ^ of 
rigbt-io- privacy advocates. Sev- 
eral large computer compa- 
nies. including IBM. art- 
believed to support the plan. 

“1 think there arc some com- 
panies who arc not going to 
vomit all over (his and there art- 
some who will," an industry 
source said. “Some companies 
oppose any kind of key recov- 
ery system as a condition for ex- 
porting products." 

A White House source told 
the AW York Turn's: “It is go- 
ing to lake a while to persuade 
people that their data is safe un- 
der this system and that it pro- 
tects privacy, or d yet that we can 
use the system to trace terror- 
ists or drug dealers." 


How to turn the 
k^y to privacy 


ELIZABETH WINE 


Encryption sounds compl 
but is merely a dressed-c 


vanishing point: Satellite technology is set to take over television screens around the world, glvhtg viewers more 


ilicated. 

but is merely a dressed-up ver- 
sion of the secret codes that 
cloak-and-dagger types have 
used since Roman times. Plain- 
text, or ordinary language, is put 
into ciphertext, which is any 
kind or combination of letters 
and numbers. 

Ciphertext can be encoded 
and decoded with two kinds of 
“keys”: synchronous and asyn- 
chronous. With synchronous 
codes, the same key used to put 
encode is used to decode. A key 
is a long string of numbers and 
it is used by a mathematical al- 
gorithm to unlock the code. 

Asynchronous codes use 
public and private keys. The 
same keys can't be used to lock 
and unlock a message. Every- 
one using a particular comput- 
er system has their own public 
and private keys. Public keys 
could be known by many peo- 


HOW ENCRYPTION WORKS 
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pie. Private keys are known 
only by the user. 


Lebanon pulls plug on rampant ‘coat-hanger’ piracy 


JAN M1LUCHIP 

“When the war in Lebanon ended, 
the war between the TV Marions be- 
gan." said Ali Jabcr. managing dir- 
ector and chief executive officer of 
(he Sunni Muslim television station 
Future TV. 

Since the Lebanese Broadcasting 
Corporation { LBC) was launched in 
I **85 as a mouthpiece fur the Chris- 
tian Phalangist movement, breaking 
the 2 "-year monopoly of the stale 
channel'. Tele Likin. Lebanon has be- 
come l he launch pad for anyone with 
a coal -hanger and a satellite dish to 
set up their own television Marion. 

.■Ml i hat is now coming to an end 
- in theory. On 16 September, the 
Lebanese government agency ap- 
proved four national broadcast li- 
cences. ending 10 years of channel 
explosion and rampant piracy which 
made Lebanon the Wild West of the 
broadcasting world. The following 


day, the Prime Minister. Rafiq al- 
Hariri. endorsed the decision and 
banned more than 100 renegade 
radio stations and somewhere be- 
tween 38 and 57 pirate TV stations, 
which serve the country's 3.4 million 
population. They have until Nov- 
ember to dose down. 

Although most of the larger sta- 
tions have developed into soph- 
isticated and commercial businesses, 
most started horn partisan roots. The 
latest decision gives each of the ma- 
jor religious and political factions a 
piece or the audio-visual pie. Three 
of them have been operating illegally 
for up to 10 years: Future TV, a sta- 
tion part-owned by Mr Hariri: LBC, 
Lebanon's leading commercial 
broadcaster, and MTV. an Orthodox 
Christian station owned by the es- 
tranged brother of the deputy prime 
minister, Michel al-Murr. The only 
start-up station to have its applica- 
tion accepted is NBN, set up by the 


Shia leader, Nabih Bern. But the sto- 
ry does not end here. The decision 
to slash back the media has caused 
a storm of protest among opposition 
leaders who accused Mr Hariri of 
curbing press freedom. Most vocal 
among these is the Hizbollah-backed 
station Manar TV. which, against ex- 
pectations, did not receive a licence. 

Manar TV is the fifth-largest sta- 
tion in Lebanon in terms of revenue. 
Mohammed, a producer, says the sta- 
tion is no longer owned by Hizbol- 
lah: it is now sponsored by the 
party. “The station is the voice of the 
Islamic resistance," he said. "Man- 
ar TV talks about the poor people 
and their problems, and because it 
represents a great party, they can tell 
the truth ... The way to free our 
country is to tell the Islamic resis- 
tance to free it from the Israeli army." 

Rather than upset the delicate po- 
litical balance, Mr Hariri granted 
Manar special dispensation to con- 



Rafitj al-Hariri: Banned renegade 
radio and pirate TV stations 


tinue broadcasting without a licence 
“as long as Israel occupies Lebanese 
lands". It was a smart fudge. But this 
mandate was revoked on 20 Sep- 
tember when the cabinet responded 


to opposition protests, and recon- 
sidered licence applications. As a re- 
sult the government imposed a news 
blackout on Manar, until the Coun- 
cil of Ministers meets today. 

Given Lheir track reconi it is un- 
likely many of Lebanon’s other 
renegade stations will go quietly. Last 
year delegates from the Motion Pic- 
tures Association of America 
(MPAA) travelled to Lebanon to 
shut down a station called Kililda, af- 
ter its owner was discovered buying 
the latest Hollywood movies from the 
local video store and rebroadcasting 
them. As soon as the MPAA left, he 
started again, claiming to be resist- 
ing American imperialism. 

This rally of U-turns and contra- 
dictions is typical of the past two 
years, during which Mr Harm has at- 
tempted to push through a media Bill 
to put an end to piracy, limit polit- 
ical interference and legislate for 
satellite expansion. Last year he 


sold his majority stake in Future TV, 
and passed a law in May restricting 
any individual from owning more 
than 10 per cent of a station. The 
Prime Minister has a real obsession 
with trying to make the ownership 
of Future TV a model," said Ali 
Jaber, of Future. 

The big three stations have spent 
the past year shaping up for the new 
law. “Everyone has had a year to pre- 
pare for the changes,” said Pierre El 
Daher, the president of LBC, which 
now has a 50 per cent market share, 
and has invested $17m (£1 lm) in new 
equipment this year. 

lo compensate for the loss of its 
monopoly, the state broadcaster 
Tele Liban received a 16-year tax hol- 
iday. It has spent $9m on equipment, 
and bas pumped mucb of its pro- 
gramme budget into its soap opera. 
The Tempest Always Rises Twice. 

International expansion through 
satellite is the next step. During the 


Israeli invasion in April llus year, the 
largest stations (LBC, Future TV, 
Tele Liban, MTV, New TV) put aside 
their commercial and political dif- 
ferences in order to produce joint 
satellite news broadcasts. LBC has 
since circumvented the satellite law. 
which has been delayed in parlia- 
ment, by uplinking its new satellite 
channel, LBC SAT, from Rome. 
Meanwhile, Future TV unofficially 
went on air this summer, using part 
of a satellite leased to Lebanon's 
Ministry of Information. 

Fouad Naim, of Tele Liban, sec- 
retly believes that vested interests will 
ensure that Lebanon’s media Bill is 
oever fully ratified. Not that this will 
prevent any of the stations expand- 
ing their businesses. Entrepreneur- 
ial rigour is the signature of 
Lebanese TV Today's judgment on 
the future of the HlzbollaJi -backed 
Manar may muffle the voice of 
Islamic resistance. But not for long. 
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A triumph of decent middle-class radicalism 


T pw^Sre *e biS SPeeCh to “• 

*° Middle Eng- 

2 ££ev* ** “ss 

leader This 35 made s ' nce becoming 
ItSw' TIm J ma y ma ke it sound like! 

Srfc ddle ' Bu,ifi * w asa^i 

? Cever mu ddie indeed. 
I^'“ l “ > ia « his conservatism. 

Blair sounded positively 
Keme^-esqueabout tite faE^Sdf 

mg Britain 35 the young country”. This 
WaS instead a strongly nos- 
Fili^ PaSSage about ** Post-war, 
nS ™ ** ° f hJs y° uth * where fain- 

Std .^ s f r : < 7 me . wa ? low “> 

spirit 


rhetoric of Tiny conferences. He was 
stem about excessive red tape and 
bureaucracy. He talked of ‘'zero toler- 
ance” of failure in schools and pro- 
duced a plan for summer (school)worifc 
camps for children failing to read 
which are several stages tougher than 
anything proposed by the Conserva- 
tives — there will be a few families wor- 
rying about whether or not to book the 
annual holiday if Labour wins. 

His caution on the European gfogte 
currency echoes Major almost word for 
word. His strong assertion of the impor- 
tance of the gingir market to British 
prosperity is. similarly, a theme from 
Major speeches. His savaging of drug- 
takers and hooligans was fiercer than 



there U19Q a lasers ana noougans was nercer than 

that hnj national ethos and the Prime Minister’s normal lanpnaop 
that had won the war * s * 


spint mat dad won the war and stayed 
with us m Deace” 3 

He hnrf a ‘ . . vKeconiiaciior consumers 01 state ser- 

roke and th^a^ftian* Service; staunchly defended the 


cm the subjed His promise of a new ser- 
vice contract for consumers of state ser- 
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stroke ana the way friends rallied 
round, and his mother battled through. 
Jror anyone who has been following pol- 
itics at all these passages must be rem- 
mxsoent of J ohn Major’s evocation of a 
similarly tranquil childhood Britain - 
not quite the warm beer and old maids 
cydmg to church, but not far off it- and 
of the straggling Brhrton family whose 
sturdiness formed the Prime Minister. 

The similarities only begin there. 
Blair talked admiringly of striving sm»n 
businessmen and successful engineer- 
ing companies in ways that one would 
have once characterised as the classi c 


izen’s Charter. Oh yes, and Blair's 
most evocative soundbite, “ the decent 
society”, used the word most often asso- 
ciated with the Prime Minister. If the 
Tories can steal “moral government” 
from Labour, it seems, then Labour can 
take “decency” from Major. 

That summing-up suggests an aggres- 
sively conservative speech, squarely 
aimed at middle-class En gland. It is no 
distortion. But there was another half 
of the speech which seemed to tilt the 
other way. In it, Blair defended union 
rights as human ri ghts; derided the 
internal market in the National Health 


mini- 
mum wage and comprehensive educa- 
tion, and generally went out of his way 
to sound more sympathetic to gut 
Labour instincts than he has before. 

The Labour Party is a sentimental 
party, and Blair has not been a gener- 
ally sentimental or highly emotional 
speaker. Bui he was both yesterday, 
harking back to Jack Jones’s service in 
the International Brigades and prais- 
ing the loyalty of those party members 
who had stuck by Labour throughout 
the grim years. The audience loved it 
Something for everyone, then? Yes, 
but there is a political logic at work 


which may very well win Blair the elec- 
tion and keep him in power for many 
years. Those aspects of Majorism which 
Blair and bis team are highlighting - 
decency, patriotism, conservative 
instincts about law and order, education 
and family life - are the most popular, 
least threatening parts of old Tory dom. 
But they are also being overshadowed 
in the Conservative Party by its civil war 
and the rise of a harder, more aggres- 
sive new right, welfare-slashing agenda. 
It is as if, in some respects, Blair is tac- 
itly acknowledging Major’s decency 
because Major has already lost his 
parly to wilder men - and is no longer 


realty what the Tories are proposing for 
the early 2000s. New Major, no Tories? 
Is the idea that as the Conservativ e 
moderates retreat, new Labour moves 
smoothly into their old reflexes, lim- 
ousines and government offices? 

No, not quite. If that were tite plan, 
then we could stop discussing politics 
for the foreseeable future. But there 
remains a strong centre of radical poli- 
cies proposed by New Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats which would change 
the country. Blair stuck by his political 
reform programme (though it is too 
timid), stuck by the minimum wage, 
anti be stuck by dear promises on youth 
and long-term unemployment. There 
was a genuine centre-left programme 
hidden in there, too. 

But will it occur? Will Blair's radical 
streak and his energetic enthusiasm for 
change, triumph ov er his equally strik- 
ing conservatism and mild patriotic 
nostalgia? Take a vezy small but inter- 
esting example - Blair's pledge that, 
regarding the National Lottery, “I 
want the people's money to go on the 
people's priorities". If he’s serious 
about it, then that is very bad news for. 
say. the Royal Opera House in Covent 
Garden. Yet, as we reported last week 
in our series on the New Establishment, 
its governors are one of the most pow- 
erful cabals in the nation. Will Blair 
trample them or will he be seduced? 

We cannot know. He has not had the 
chance to show us. He has taken on and 


defeated old Labourism, but he hasn t 
yet taken on a strong, contemporary 
vested interest. So we are left to stick a 
finger in the wind and guess. Perhaps not 
for long: if his manifesto is as it was pre- 
sented yesterday - radicalism rooted in 
the instincts of the middle-class major- 
ity - then it is, we suspect, a winning one. 
/utd Tom 1 Blair"? .After wars of cynicism 
about politics, it is impossible to quite 
believe his promises. But to brush them 
aside with a sneer would be worse than 
impossible; it would be . . . well, indecent. 

Spies show their 
intelligence 

T he American government says it will 
allow exports of computer software 
for encoding data - rendering it unread- 
able by third parties - provided com- 
panies deposit "keys" giving it access to 
the encryption methods in an emer- 
gency. It sounds like a restraint of 
trade, but it is one that hlstniy sanctions. 
Yesterday, the Public Record Office 
opened files on the traffic to and from 
Moscow from Soviet agents deep inside 
Western atomic weapons programmes 
during the Second World War and 
after. They remind us how vital was **sig- 
int" - intelligence derived from com- 
munications. Are things so different in 
our post-Cold War circumstances? No. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



Rise in crime 
is not just 
in the mind 

Sin I am surprised to see FoDy 
Toynbee (article, 25 September) 
repeat the old argument that the 
increase in crime is largely a myth. 

It is inadmissible to suggest that 
because the homicide rate in 1857 
is similar to that of today that there 
has been no change in the level of 
violence.This misses out the great 
trough in between. Gwen great 
advances in resuscitation 
techniques it should decline even 
given a constant rate of violent 
behaviour. 

The flattening of the homicide 
statistics since the mid-Seventies 
that she reports mystifies me. In 
the last five years of the Seventies 
the rate was 9.6 per million; in the 
last five years recently it has been 
11 . 8 . 

Polly Tbynbee repeats the 
familiar argument that only a 
small proportion of crime is 
violent and the vast majority is 
against property; hence fear of 
crime is disproportionate, 
particularly among women and the 
elderly. 

Widespread crimes such as 
domestic violence and school 
bullying are not picked up in the 
statistics. Our own research 
suggests that crimes of violence are 
as frequent as property crimes and 
women have only a little less 
chance of suffering violence than 
men. 

To suggest, as Polly Tbynbee 
does, that women are motional in 
their fears is ironic: of course, after 
taking elaborate precautions they. • 
suffer less crime than men; if they 
acted like men they would suffer 
more. _ 

Professor JOCK YOUNG 
Head of Centre for Criminology 
Middlesex: University 

Sir. How passionately I agree with 
poUy Toynbee that most women 
< particularly elderly ones)have a 
m-ossly exaggerated idea of how 
dangerous it is to walk the streets of 
London after dark. 

Ai S2 years old, I walk exactly 

where I like at any hour of the 
night. I travel home without a 
qualm on the late-night tubesJt 
have never suffered the smallest 

1 "^However, I would like to offer 
vour more timorous readers a 
i-mall piece of advice. If you find 
vourself in a lonely street late at 
nittht, and you feel yourself 
threatened by a gang of« 
men, don’t ran away. Wdk bnsUy 
inwards them, with a big anile on 
JSur face, and ask them the way to 
somewhere. It works like a dream. 
Very often, the whole lot wfll 
escort you to your tube station, 
chatting all iheway. 
C £UAFREMUN 
London NW3 
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Path to peace in 
the Middle East 

Sin Many Jews are appalled at the 
way the Isaeh-Palestmian crisis is 
endangering the whole peace 
process which was developing 
between Israel and many sections 
oftbe Arab world. •• 

Only three months ago land’s 
prime minister, Shimon Peres, and 
his government were working with 
wide international support to 
advance the peace process. Now, 
after three months of a Likud-led 
government, this progress is rapidly 
becoming a memory of what could 
have been-We are witnessing a 
breakdown of all that was so 
pains takingly achieved under the 
Madrid and Oslo agreements. 

There stoomnch at stake for . 
those of us abroad- as well as 
Israelis and Palestinians- seeking 
Jewish-Arab reconciliation to 
remain sflent. The Israel 
government and Palestinian 
Authority must make whatever 
mutual concessions are needed, so 
that bloodshed can be halted and 
political relationships be rebuilt 

Suggested immediate action: 

1. Close Jerusalem’s Hasmonean 
tunnel until there es mutual Jewish- 
Muslim agreement 

2. Palestinian police to stop . 
firing on Israeli troops 

3. Israeli troops to withdraw 
Palestinian autouomous 

enclaves. ; 

4. Re-establish Israek- 

palestinian patrols, with joint 
boundary checkpoints 

5 Agreement to redeploy troops 
in Hebron to be implemented 

^ I fi J ACTeement on furthertrodp 
redOTk jyment in the “West Bank" 

totSW leoieIlted - - 


7. Suspend plans for further 
Jewish settlements in the “West 
Bank”. 

8. A firm start date for 
negotiations on a permanent 
J&rael-PaJestme settlement, 
in chiding Jerusalem and 
Palestinian self-government. 

Anxious Diaspora Jews, like 
millions of Israelis and Palestinians, 
urge such an agenda now. 
REGINALD FREESON 
London NW6 

Sin Objections to Israeli attempts 
to reinforce sovereignty over 
Jerusalem by archaeological 
'operations are not confined to 
Palestinians. In 1978, Unesco 
passed a resolution deploring the 
excavations. This led to American 
criticism that the organisation was 
becoming too “politicised”, one of 
the reasons for US (and British) 
withdrawal 

Professor CHARLES HUGHES 
FeExstam. Suffolk. 


Geldof heading 
for second halo 

Sir: AH Bob Geldof has to do to 
bring “the rights of wronged fathers 
to public attention' 5 (“Geldof 
becomes fathers’ champion”, 30 
September) is to keep on telling the 
world how much be loves his 
children, regardless of how much 
time he has managed to spend with 
them. A second halo, the oneso 

commonly awarded to Good , 

Fathers, wffl duly be conferred 
upon Saint Bob. 


If; on the other hand, it can be 
shown that Paula has spent less 
than around 80 per cent of her time 
caring for her children, she will 
obviously quality for tarring and 
feathering as a Neglectful Mother. 

Go for joint custody, Paula. 

Look around and you will see that 
this normally pans oat in such away 
that the diOdren are with mum for 
95 per cent of the time, whether or 
not their dad belongs to a “pro- 
family” pressure group. 
UNAF’REELEY 
London NS 


Burning of paper 
helps planet too 

Sin In his article promoting 
environmental realism 
("Greenpeace, please grow up!” 

26 September), Richard D North 
was himself guilty of peddling at 
least one mischievous piece of 
misinformation. 

Th e statement “when it [the 
TTFD report] claims that recycling 
paper often wfll not be the best 
environmental option, while 
municipal incineration with energy 
recovety may well be” implies that 
the latter practice is not itself a 
valuable form, of recycling, 

Municipal incineration is 
environmentally beneficial in 
reducing fos$3 feel demand .as well 
as land-fill space, and st21 requires 
paper to be collected wherever 
possible. The message from the 
media should be that tuning paper 
into more paper is only one form of 
recycling one substance^ and that 


the recycling of any others is, in 
principal beneficial 
Dr JAMES MR ORR 
York 


Charity begins 
with junk mail 

Sir: May I make a plea for some 

patience with chanty appeals 
(Letters, 27 and 30 September)? We 
all complain about “junk mail , but 
the problem is that junk mail works! 

Let me assure you that charities 
would not "waste” their valuable 
resources unless these mail shots 
were effective. They bring in 
money from the general public - 
including from “repeat asks”. 

It would be nice to think that ail 
charities had the sophisticated 
computer systems and high staffing 
levels required to ensure that when 
someone asks for fewer mailings 
than usual that is precisely what 
they get. But they haven’t 

Can we reach a compromise? 
When you gpt three appeals a year 
from acharity to whom you wish to 
donate annually - donate annually. 
Please, though, take a little time to 
learn more about the work that you 
are so generously supporting. For 
with each appeal comes 
information. Enjoy itl You never 
know ... the more you learn of the 
problems alleviated by these 
charities, the more you may be 
tempted to give. 

FIONA BANATVALA 
Fundraising Manager 
Prison Reform Trust 
London EC1 
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Kidney patients 
missing out 

Sin It is not only patients with 
haemophilia who are denied 
recombinant medication because 
of its expense (“Is it too much to 
ask that children with haemophilia 
get the best and safest treatment?”, 
23 Seplember). 

A significant proportion of 
patients witii chrome renal failure 
also suffer with a severe anaemia 
that can be treated with 
recombinant human 
erythropoietin. This drug has the 
potential 10 greatly improve the 


health and quality of life of a lot of 
patients with renal failure, but it is 
also expensive, and its use is 
therefore being restricted in some 
areas. 

As with recombinant Factor 
vm, this is not experimental 
medicine we are addressing here, 
but safe, tried and tested 
medication that we would all want 
our patients or loved ones to have. 
Action is needed. 

Dr PADDY GIBSON 
Edinburgh 


Adolf and I 

Sin Jo Brand, commenting on 
names (28 September), refers to 
the suffering one goes through at 
school iflanded with a ridiculous 
name. 

In my yernng days I had no 
problem with mine. The suffering 
has only come since you printed 
(Letters, 9 September) the fact that 
Eberwasa pseudonym used by 
Adolf Hitier to hide a Swiss bank 
account. 

EBER A KINGTON 
London SW20 


It’s not what 
you know... 

Sin It was heartwarming to read 
your account of the many 
successful state schools in our 
leafier regions (“If the state school 
is fine, why pay?”. 26 September). 
What also'needs to be stressed is 
the similarly outstanding record of 
many inner-city comprehensivcs in 
less fashionable locations. 

My partner is the product of one 
such school. His excellent exam 
results enabled him to rise above 
his parents' expectations. Sev eral 
years ago he founded his own 
practice and both he and his 
partners are innovative and hard- 
working. Yet so often prestigious 
accounts arc “won” tty companies 
with "old school tie” connections. 

The real reason why so many 
parents opt for private education 
from the age of two-and-a-half has 
less to do with education than the 
soda! advantages. Connections arc 
made and bonds arc forged that 
can ease a person's passage 
through an increasingly 
competitive world. 

My partner is not bitter, though 
certainly disillusioned. We both 
appreciate that there are excellent 
private schools and truly awful 
slate schools in England, but while 
the “value-added" element of our 
class system continues to be 
ignored, equality of opportunity 
and genuine parental choice 
remain a farce. 

STELLA NORMAN 
London SH 72 

Sir J read of the dispute about the 
timescale for amending the A-lcvci 
maths core content with disbelief 
(“Maths experts reveal divisions 
over curriculum", 27 September). 

Firstly, having participated in 
many syllabus revisions during 30 
years' leaching, I have never known 
one which did not need a period of 
reflection to reveal missed inter- 
relations. Have no such lessons 
been learnt from the national 
curriculum? 

Secondly, the new course has 
only just had its first students 
through to A-level - but some 
decisions on changes are going to 
be made on the basis of poor 
performance by university students 
who followed the old syllabuses and 
/w- national curriculum. Where Is 
the wisdom in that? 

Wi* regularly clocked up 70 hours 
per week as we developed the new 
school course, and are just feeling 
that we have got the measure of the 
new exam’s demand. The thought 
of further changes is daunting and 
could well lead tea further 
depletion in the number of 
experienced maths teachers in 
schools. 

MARGARET E. POSTON 
London iV/2 

The writer is head of maths at a north 
London grammar school. 


No lady 

Sin Marie Paterson (Letters, 1 
October ) has got it wrong. J will 
know I have lost my allure when my 
doctor stops calling me "old girl" 
and starts calling me "young ladv”. 
MAVIS KLEIN 
London NIK 


Overcooked 

Sir: Gordon Brown promises us 
that there will be “no cooked 
books” (report, 1 October). What 
will he do with the books he 
inherits, which be is likely to find 
hove been burned to a crisp? 
JOHN WHITE 
Baldock, 

Hertfordshire 
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The truth 
about the 
Queen (but 
not her dogs) 


Ben Pimlott, 
distinguished 
historian, tells 
Paul Vallely 
about his new 
biography of a 
monarch who 
has anchored 
Britain 
through 
stormy times. 
Serialised 
from tomorrow 
in The 

Independent, 
it describes a 
woman who 
may yet save 
the Windsors 
from the 
threat of 
republicanism 


/' V ^orty per cent of 
I i 1 people in this 

W country dream 

I ' about the Oueen 

.A. coming to tea,” 

says Ben Pimlott. “My mission 
was to discover why." 

Wasn't this an odd under- 
taking for a man who designates 
himself a left-wing historian? 

Not at all, he insists. “Every- 
one is interested in the Queen. 
We all have a relationship with 
her - whether hostile, respect- 
ful or affectionate. When you 
have a subject that preoccupies 
the British public - to say noth- 
ing of the public in America 
and Japan - it's a historical 
phenomenon which is worthy of 
study regardless of whether 
monarchy is fashionable or 
decidedly out of fashion.” 

The story of the present 
monarch refects key aspects of 
British culture through the late 
20th century. Pimlott's impres- 
sive book is therefore more 
than a biography of an individ- 
ual; it is an essay on an epoch. 

“People think that unless 
you have a fawning admiration 
for your subject you can’t write 
a biography," he adds defen- 
sively, “but it’s possible to treat 
it clinically and objectively, like 
a surgeon with a patient." 

He may rest assured. There 
is not much chance that the 
Queen will send him a note like 
the one Pimlott records the 
Duke of Edinburgh sending to 
the journalist Basil Boothroyd, 
who had written a gushing bio- 
graphy of the consort. 
“Proverbs 28:23," it said. “He 
who rebukes a man will after- 
ward find more favour than he 
who flatters with his tongue.” 

“If she deigns to read it -and 


I don’t know if she will - Td be 
disappointed if some of her 
feathers weren't a bit ruffled," 
says Pimlott, “but I'd also hope 
that she’d recognise it as a seri- 
ous attempt to get to grips with 
her life and times." 

There is no doubting the 
seriousness of the enterprise. 
The preface acknowledges the 
help of many courtly figures, 
including Princess Margaret, 
plus an array of courtiers and 
mends of the sovereign. 

Did he talk to the Queen 
herself? “I don’t want to say,” 
he says coyly, and then, by way 
of correction, adds: “I'm not 
saying 1 did. But I spoke to a 
number of people who aren’t 
listed in the preface and I don’t 
want to narrow the field in 
terms of unnamed sources.” 
Particularly so since there are 
countless intimate details about 
the regal character dotted 
through the 600-page book. 

The harvest reveals the scale 
of Pimlott's effort. He began 
work in 1993, soon after finish- 
ing his mammoth biography of 
Harold Wilson, which revived 
the tarnished reputation of the 
former Labour prime minister. 
That was his second biography 
(his first, of the post-war Labour 
politician Hugh Dalton, won 
the Whitbread prize). 

“1 started by reading all the 
secondary stuff. I had to be dis- 
criminating. There are more 
than 500 books on the royals; 
your brain would tum to por- 
ridge if you did more than open 
some of them - Our Princesses 
and Their Dogs, for example." 

There was also a mountain of 
newspaper cuttings - “enough 
probably to fill Buckingham 
Palace". There is probably no 
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living individual about whom 
more has been written. 

“Most of what you get in 
newspapers has a kernel of 
truth -but working out what is 
the true bit is the hard bit. The 
Palace doesn't comment and 
has its own way of being eco- 
nomical with the truth." The 
critical difference with his book, 
he insists, is what he left out: 
“I've tried to stick closely to 
hard evidence.” 

His 85 interviews with those 
dose to the Queen have ensured 
there is no shortage of that. 
Buckingham Palace co-oper- 
ated. “They were very helpful - 
much more so than 1 had reason 
to suppose they would be.” He 
was given access to the royal 
archives at Windsor Castle, and 
ussion to access the royal 
at the BBC, which are not 


even sent letters to peo- 
ple I wanted to interview telling 
them: ‘We’ve no objection to 
you talking to this chap.' ” 

The result is a host of telling 
details about the little princess 
who was only allowed to play 
with one toy at a time and per- 
mitted to visit only one panto 
a year, whom the Archbishop of 
Canterbuiy found leading the 
King on ail fours by the beard, 
and yet who at ted time was 
required to walk backwards 


out of the same grandfather's 
presence with the words: “I 
trust your Majesty will sleep 
well.” There was the 1 1-year- 
old’s charming schoolgirl com- 
position (though she never in 
fact went to school) dedicated 
“To Mummy and Papa. From 
Lilibet, By Herself”, setting 
out her impressions of her 
father's coronation. 

There was the young woman 
who, soon after meeting a 
young Greek prince named 
Philip, began endlessly to play 
on the gramophone the record 
of “People Will Say We’re In 
Love” from Oklahoma. 

There was the chatterbox 
who would not let the portraitist 
Annigoni paint in silence. There 
was the irreverent giggler who 
recalled how hard it was to 
keep a straight face at the dress 
rehearsal for the Arthurian pan- 
tomime of her son’s investiture 
because the crown was too big 
“and extinguished him like a 
candle-snuffer”. 

There was the middle-aged 
woman who woke to find an 
intruder, Michael Eagan, sitting 
on her bed pouring out bis 
troubles to her and talking “the 
usual sort of bilge that people 
talk to me on walkabout”. 
There were the countless letters 
from the dress designer Hardy 
Amies’s trunk, many of them 


jmplai 

of the biSs. * 

“It has been like digging up 
a Hittite tomb and piecing 
together the fragments of pot- 
tery found there," says Pimlott 
The overall impresion which 
emerges, I tell him, is of an 
intelligent, straightforward, 
down-to-earth woman with a 
surprising sense of humour and 
a considerable gift for mimicry. 
“Good," be says. *Tm pleased." 

T he changes the book 
recounts are an 
index of bow rapidly 
our times have 
changed. Tbe social 
world in which Princess Eliza- 
beth met her husband-to-be is 
unrecognisable. “Philip was like 
a character out of a wartime 
Evelyn Waugh novel,” Pimlott 
says. “He had ability, intelli- 
gence, charm and chutzpah, 
was the nephew of the reigning 
monarch in Greece, was con- 
nected to all tbe royal families 
of Europe, but be was thought 
unsuitable.” It was not just that 
he had absolutely no money and 
was seen as a genial sponger. 
He was seen asa German - his 
dynastic name was Schleswig- 
Holstein-Sonderburg-Glucks- 
burg - and was thought unedu- 
cated and unpolished. He was 
not an old Etonian in a group 


had a dcdsivt: influence in main- 
taining the unity of the Com- 
monwealth in the face of hostil- 
ity to the organisation from 
Margaret Thatcher when she 
was prime minister, and she has 
played “an important constitu- 
tional role in moderating the 
f Xire ssas of Thatcherism”, says 
Pimlott. Of which more tomor- 
row, when the serialisation of 
pimlott's book begins in The 
Independent. “It is hard to quan- 
tifobot if you get an overween- 
ing PM it’s useful to have an 
institution that can in the subtlest 
of ways indicate reservation. 

“It is the great irony of the 
Queen’s reign. Nobody could 
conceivably regard her as a 
and yet the most obvi- 


wfaere almost everybody else 
was. Gordonstoun was seen as 
a “socialist" school 

The rate of political change 
is evident from Pimlott’s reve- 
lations of the contrasting 
machinations to which the 
Queen was privy at the time of 
the resignations of various 
prime ministers - Churchill 
Eden and Macmillan - and the 
manoeuvrmgs surrounding the 
coming to power of the minor- 
ity Labour government in 1974. 

“Britain is a harsher society 
now than it was 30 years ago. but 
the old political caste system - 
with its sense that some people 
are genetically superior - which 
was still operating as recently as 
Macmillan’s time, is no longer 
in place," Pimlott says. 

In public life, there has been 
a complete revolution. “Thirty 
years ago, it was not permissi- 
ble to impersonate any monarch 
since Victoria on the stage, and 
in newspapers it was almost 
impossible not to write anything 
not admiring." Now the Royal 
Family is routinely mocked in 
the name of entertainment and 
“no self-respecting journalist 
could turn in a story about roy- 
alty that did not have a sting in 
its tafl." 

In all that shifting sand, Pim- 
lott's thesis is that the Queen has 
been a rode of stability: die has 


radical — 

a us reservations she expressed 
were against the loony right 
rather than the loony left which 
constitutionalists had always 
supposed was the threat against 
which the monarchy was a 
residual cheek and balance in 
our elective dictatorship." 

He is talking not just about 
the Thatcher administration. 
The evidence is that the Queen 
attempted to exercise moder- 
ating influences over British 
policy on Suez and die nation’s 
repeated tendency slavishly to 
endorse US foreign policy. 

His big criticism of the Queen 
is that when the prime minis- 
tership was passed from Harold 
Macmillan to Alec Douglas- 
Home “she allowed herself to be 
totally manipulated She became 

so much of a pawn that the 
Tories had to change their sys- 
tem for choosang a leader. If that 
system hadn’t been in place, it 
may be that Margaret Thatcher 
would never have succeeded." 

Change one fact and the 
whole kaleidoscope of history 
would collapse. Pimlott, pro- 
fessor of contemporary history 
at Birkbeck College in tbe Uni- 
versity of London, knows that, 
and he refrains from further 
speculation. “The trendy view 
is that the monarchy is irrele- 
vant I don't agree. The genetic 
lottery will produce a bad 
monarch from time to tune, but 
that isn’t the point" 

The real point is the subtle 
role that the monarchy plays as 
part of the checks and bal- 
ances of the British constitu- 
tion. This aspect of the monar- 
chy was evident in the Thatcher 
era, and could again play a sig- 
nificant role in the event of a 
hung parliament Such political 
realities, he believes, wall obvi- 
ate the move to republicanism 
which is now canvassed with 
such facility among the old left 
and the new right. 

“The monarchy can’t go 
against the democratic system, 
but they have the advantage 
that they’re not part of it; they 
don’t have to court popularity 
like politicians do, so they don't 
act with the same interests. 

“It’s enormously healthy that 
there should be a debate about 
the monarchy. I don’t think that 
there is the crisis which some 
people make out, but in our 
understanding of ourselves as a 
nation we have to understand 
the institution. I hope the book 
helps with that” 


abeth IT by Ben PariUm is pub- 
lished by HarperCdSns on 14 
October, price £20. 

Tb morrow: The Queen and her 
prime ministers. 


I wanted answers; they wanted the cash 


Miles 

Kington 


I would like to come dean 
and admit it 

I have been paying money 
to politicians in order to get 
them to say certain things. 

I have been handing over 
money to politicians to 
persuade them to stand up 
in the House and make 
certain statements. 

But not to ask questions. 
Tb utter answers. 

To utter certain answers 
which all of us want to hear 
uttered in the House of 
Commons. 

And I am prepared to 


name the guilty men and 
women here, now and today! 

I have, for instance, 
offered sums of money to 
Mr Major (and before him 
to Mrs Thatcher) for them 
to get up at Prime Minister's 
Question Time and say:- 
“l propose to rename this 
session Prime Minister's 
Answer Time, for the very 
simple reason that this time, 
as every time, I intend to pay 
no attention to the questions 
asked, but only to the 
answers which 1 have - 
brought along to deliver to 
the questions, whatever 
those questions may be." 

I have offered money to 
the Leader of the 
Opposition to get up at any 
time and say:- 
"Fbr far too long have I 
opposed every policy of the 
Government simply on the. .f- 
grounds that 1 have been 
made Leader of the 
Opposition. Sometimes the •' 
Government has good ideasr 
At any rate, sometimes the £ 
Government does exactly f 
what we would do if we were 
in power. On all these if 
occasions in the past l have* 
heckled and booed this 
action, simply to express £ 


automatic opposition. I now 
recognise that it ts as bad to 
oppose everything that the 
Government does as to 
support it all and that the 
automatic division of 
politicians into goodies and 
baddies is a poor way to run 
a country, not to say 
infantile. Therefore, on this 
particular occasion I would 
like to say that the Govern- 
ment has taken the right 
action, and I would have 
done the same thing." 

I have also offered money 
to the leadership of the 
Liberal Democrats to get up 
in the House and say> 

“I think it is high time that 
the Liberal Democrats gave 
up pretending that we are 
here to prepare for govern- 
ment The Lib Dems are 
here merely to provide a 
' diversionary tactic. Having 
established which, Td now 
like to sing a song for you 
all a little song entitled, ’She 
was only an MP’s daughter, 
but die knew how to hang on 
to her seat . . * 

No, I am not ashamed to 
admit that I have offered 
money to all these people to 
make certain answers in the 
House. 


Whai is shameful is that 
none of them has actually 
done anything about it 
For instance, ! have had 
no response from my 
generous offer to Michael 
Howard for him to stand up 
and say:- 

“By increasing the 
number of people in prison 
and reducing the funds 
available for the PrisOD 
Service, I have created all 
the conditions for an 
enormous explosion in 
Britain's jails and it will be 
interesting to see how 
catastrophically wrong I will 
be proved in uttering my 
knee-jerk slogan 'Prison 
works!’ Rest assured that 
however wrong I am proved, 
I will admit nothing and' 
manage to blame it ail on 
someone else as usual." 

I have had do response 
from Mr Michael Heseltioe 
in answer to ray offer of a 
blank cheque in return for 
his ample statement 
“I promise never again to 
appear on Radio 4’s Tbday 
programme unless I have 
something new to say." 

Nor indeed have 1 had an 
answer to the same offer 
made to Douglas Hurd, 


Malcolm Rifkind, Harriet . 
Harman, and many others. 

Nor have I had an answer 
from William Wal degrave in 
response to the speech I 
have offered him money to 
make:- 

“I now recognise that the 
Scott report did make me 
out to be a wide-eyed 
innocent on the political 
stage, and that if I had been 
less of one I might have 
noticed before now. And, 
yes, 1 have from time to .time 
been, duplicitous." 

Nor do I seem to have had 
any luck with my offer to 
Neil Hamilton, to whom I 
have sent a bulky and 
generously furnished brown 
envelope containing (among 
other things) a small 
statement I wanted him to 
make to the effect that The, . 
Guardian was a good an d * . 
reliable newspaper. 

In foci as I have had such 
little success with all these 
politicians, I now intend to 
stop influencing politics for ' 
the good of the country. 

I just wish that more than 
a few of the people 1 
attempted to influence, 
unsuccessfully, had bothered i 
to send the money bade. 
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Blair scores a hit 
as prime minister 


in waiting 


T 


Cray Blair repaid his debt 
to the Labour Party in 
his conference address 
at Blackpool yesterday. It’s 
conventional to say that the 
leader' s speech is directed not 
at the audience in the hall but 
through the television cameras 
to the wider public beyond 
And, of course, that’s the 
imperative. But as Blair recog- 
nised yesterday, the party mat- 
ters, too. 

The brilliance of the speech 
was that - faced with the famil- 
iar dilemma of whether to mas- 
sage the party or to appeal 
directly to the voters in Middle 
England - he did both. It was 
not just gratitude, although he 
certainly owes much to his 
party. He also knows the part) 1 
is the only instrument he has to 
make victory certain. To max- 
imise the effort by every dele- 
gate to knock on millions of 
doors in council estates and vil- 
lages and suburbs and get the 
vote out, he had to overcome 
their latent anxieties about 
what he would do with power. 

Largely, he succeeded. The 
party understands, better per- 
haps than some of the Boating 
voters it has to win over, that 
he cannot spell out to them 
everything he wants to do with- 
out the risk of blowing the 
election. And after yesterday 
they seemed prepared to trust 
his subliminal message that he 
would be a far more radical 
prime minister than he appears 
at present. 

Blair did not kowtow to 
party members: but his message to them was 
lhat’he knows that their trust - first in elect- 
ing him, then in allowing him to transform the 
parly- has now pul him within reach of being 
prime minister. It was there in the repeated ref- 
erences to the victories of 1945 and 1964, while 
much of what Blair has wriLten suggests that 
he regards Asquith's victory in 1906 as a more 
congenial parallel. It was there in the homage 
to the Labour campaigners against Apartheid. 
It was there in the lavish praise for John 
Prescott and Robin Cook. And it was there in 
his affecting reference to Jack Jones' heroism 
as an International Brigade volunteer on the 
Ebro during the Spanish Civil War. 

This last perhaps is especially appropriate: 
to many of the younger Blairites, Jack Jones 
represents the most Jurassic elements of old 
Labour. They forget that he spent two long 
years trying to sustain a creaking Labour gov- 
ernment's counter-inflation policy in the mid- 
Seventies and that he wants a Blair victoiy as 
much as they do. The straighlest of men. Jones 
has striven to reach on accord on pensions that 
would head off a damaging split today. And it 
was there, above all. in the pointed recogni- 
tion that “this party only survived for new 
members to join because the old members 
stuck with it through thick and thin". 

The fact that Blair was also able to appeal 
to the aspiring C2 voter, polishing his Ford 
Sierra - whom Thatcher stoic from Labour in 
1979 _ was sweetened even for the most 
uncertain delegates by the thrill of approach- 
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Donald 

Macmbyre 

The party 
seemed 
prepared to 
trust Blair’s 
subliminal 
message that 
he would be 
a far more 
radical PM 
than he 
appears 


ing power. For Blair played 
the part of prime minister for 
the day, rehearsing the role that 
every member of his audience 
is now sure he will be playing 
for real in seven months’ tune. 
Promising anti-sleaze laws, 
announcing his performance 
contract for Britain and, above 
all announcing that he would 
open immediate negotiations 
vnth European governments 
about bow he would handle the 
British EU Presidency in 1998, 
he was the PM in waiting. At 
one point he even referred by 
mistake to “the Labour gov- 
ernment today". If this was 
hubris, the conference loved it 
There was also something 
prime ministerial about what 
was in a curious way Lhe cen- 
tral, winning, moment of the 
speech. There was no stun- 
ning news to match his decision 
to replace Clause IV in 1994. 
He didn't, wisely, attempt to 
repeat the headline announce- 
ment he made last year that BT 
had agreed to wire up schools 
- an announcement that 
became more confusing Lhe 
more you looked at it Holding 
the ring between a shadow 
chancellor who wants to max- 
imise the chances of joining 
EMU, and a shadow foreign 
secretary who is deeply scepti- 
cal, he gave nothing away on 
the single currency. 

But he made the commit- 
ment to ban handguns in the 
wake of Dunblane sound like 
an executive decision. It isn't 
new. We know that the ban is 
Labour policy. But the conference laved it 
And not just because it provided the affecting 
moment of passion from a man who seldom 
shows it in public. It's possible that John Major 
will next week announce immediate action on 
the issue. Like all the best ideas, it is so stun- 
ningly obvious that it is hard to believe that a 
few mulish Toty MPs on the Home Affairs 
Committee got their party into such a muddle 
that Mr Major hasn’t acted already. But noth- 
ing could better dramatise Labour as the party 
of the majority. Ordinary people across the 
whole spectrum of political opinion - the hand- 
gun lobby excepted - from Semites to the Jaw- 
and-order right want the ban. 

But he also recognises that the alarms and 
excursions over the summer, from Care Short 
to Roy Hatlersley, were more than just undis- 
ciplined. They tapped into a real unease about 
the parly's uncompromising appeal to the 
undecided voter. Blair didn't agonise at all 
about including in his speech highly personal 
references to the painful lessons of his father's 
stroke. But he agonised long and bard about 
whether to include mentioning attending the 
funeral of that old Labour stalwart Sam 
McCluskie. The story was a paradigm, in a way, 
of Blair’s relationship with his party. 

‘"We didn’t always see eye to eye," he told 
the conference yesterday. But they had both 
wanted the same thing— a better world. Blair 
persuaded his party - at least until polling day- 
thai while they may not ail see eye to eye, they 
do all want the same thing. 



T he humiliating col- 
lapse of the Neil 
Hamilton and Ian 
Greer libel case 
against The Guard- 
ian ought to reignite public 
anger about corruption in 
British politics. Up to now, we 
have tended to shy away from 
the word, preferring the vaguer, 
slithery term “sleaze”. But for 
politicians to take envelopes 
stuffed with cash and work to 
order in the House of Com- 
mons is corrupt. 

Hamilton is portraying him- 
self as a hounded victim of vin- 
dictive press reporting, driven 
from justice by personal poverty. 
Looking in from the outside, he 
seems more like a bumptious 
come r-cutter disgraced by good, 
old-fashioned journalism. 

How far does the damage 
spread in British politics? This 
has not been a case packed with 
heroes - Mohammed al Fayed, 
whose information gave The 
Guardian its story, was the man 
stuffing the MTS’ envelopes, 
and we report this morning on 
Labour MPs who also took 
payments from Mr Greer, 
despite his reputation. But the 
most severe damage is to the 
Conservative Party, whose 
leader had been trying so hard 
to reclaim some moral high 
ground of late. 

A trial though, would have 
been worse. Hidden books and 
minutes would have been 
exposed. With the Prime Min- 
ister, Michael Hesehine and a 
galore of lesser Conservative 
luminaries in the witness box, 
and day after day of evidence 
dominating news bulletins, it 
might well have helped finish 
Major's administration off in 
the most spectacular way. 

Just when the Government 
had banked on beginning to 
really close the gap with 
Labour, using its own confer- 
ence, the Queen's speech and 
the Budget, there would have 
been a serious risk of the 
Hamilton-Greer affair moving 
the polls the other way. Cor- 
ruption has been out of the 
news; but there is no evidence 
that the public are less censo- 
rious when reminded of it 
lo a limited extent the col- 
lapse of the trial will cause 
similar damage to the Toiy 
cause. It gave Tony Blair a gift 
yesterday in his combat with Mr 
Major for the mantle of moral- 
ity. But one of the bleak truths 
of modern journalism is that 
the media’s attention span is 
short following a trail is impor- 
tant, but following a trial is so 
much easier. 

So, what follows? There will 
be more revelations, I expect; 
an unpacking and unwinding of 


by Andrew Marr 
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Hamilton was warmly supported 
throughout his bluster; there was rather a 
lotoflherebutfiarthegraceafGod ... ’ 


quiet, hole-in-the-comer deals 
from years ago. Hie list of 
named MPs who have taken 
money for questions or lobby- 
ing ministers will grow. There 
wul be, almost inevitably, an 
accumulation of small but 
somehow particularly embar- 
rassing details - such as the 
image of MPs calling persis- 
tently for their envelopes from 
a company security man. 

But none of this will change 
our essential information, 
which is that MPs acted as 
covert and paid messenger- 
boys for commercial interests; 
recruited and organised by go- 
betweens calling themselves 
“consultants". This was what 
we knew before, when the 
Nolan committee was first 
recruited by the Prime Minis- 
ter; but now we have more 
proof, more detail. 

If nothing more is done, then 
the lories mil emerge more 


damaged than Labour, but the 
real victim vrill be what remains 
of vigorous parliamentary 
democracy in Britain. Parlia- 
ment’s strongest support isn't in 
any constitutional textbook; it 
is the enthusiastic assent of the 
people. That has been ebbing 
away, partly because of minor 
but disturbing corruption. 
Nothing menacing, just a dull 
weariness and suspicion has 
replaced our patnotic lilting 
for the Westminster way. If it 
were not thus, then the trans- 
fers of power to the European 
Union and the private sector 
would not have been possible. 

And here is a funny thing; 
Mr Hamfltoa is a staunch Euro- 
sceptic, forever fulminating in 
defence of British parliamen- 
tary sovereignty. Yet he and his 
like, by failing to observe pri- 
vate and previously unwritten 
understandings about accept- 
able public behaviour, have 


contributed to undermining it 

So, unless one is an utter 
cynic about the parliamentary 
system, it barely needs saying 
that the reputation of the Com- 
mons must be protected against 
repetitions of these cases. Mr 
Major will surely say that this is 
all historical stuff, debris from 
the days before he and Lord 
Nolan’s chaps cleaned up the 
Commons. 

There is truth in that but not 
quite enough to reassure us. 
The Nolan process resulted in 
two important changes. First 
the “MP for hire” was out- 
lawed: paid advocacy was 
banned. Second, Members 
were required to publish, 
within broad bands, their earn- 
ings as MPS from outside inter- 
ests. Though Mr Major himself 
was away on the night of the 
vote, 6 November last year, he 
fully supported the majority of 
Conservatives who voted 


against the- disclosure of earn- 
ings; it was carried only thanks 
lo a far-sighted minority of 
Tory rebels who realised how 
deep the damage had been to 
BaruamenL 

These .changes were indeed 
a big break with the past and 

regarded as unconstitutional 
by some Tbry traditionalists. 
Tney argued that if you shackle 
MPs with such rules, and put 
them under the watchful eye of 
a parliamentary ombudsman, 
currently Sir Gordon Downey, 
then you ■ reduce them to 
salaried, gelded nothings. 

It is a good rather romantic- 
sounding case: who would not 
prefer a Parliament of stalwart 
independents to an assembly of 
nervous order-takers? The 
truth, however, is that the 20th- 
centiuy refinement of the party 
system has already reduced the 
vast majority of MPS to loyal 
acquiescence under (he whips. 
All the Nolan process did was 
to cut away some easy sources 
of income which were being 
abused, and oblige MPs to teU 
their constituents more about 
who was paying for their time. 

The question now is whether 
the Hamilton affair, and the 

tlozen other MPS, mean*” that 
the Commons should go fur- 
ther. In practice, it is out of the 
question that the Conservative 
Party wilL Even the mildest ver- 
sions of Nolan reformism pro- 
duced furious rebellions in the 
parly, in its current fragile state, 
it is incapable of agreeing to 
any further changes. 

So the burden passes to Tbny 
Blair and, perhaps. Paddy Ash- 
down. Coining from different 
traditions, and less in thrall to 
Burke, Dicey and other West- 
minster theorists, they would 
find it less hard than Tbries to 
introduce yet tougher curbs. 

Yet even after Nolan, the 
Commons remains essentially a 
club, whose members often 
protect one another. Hamilton 
was warmly supported through- 
out his bluster; there was rather 
a lot of “there but for the grace 
of God ..." 

Clubs are warm places, and 
enjoyable no doubt. But they are 
not good at self-criticisra . At the 
very least, the rules need to be 
policed by a watchdog with 
stronger powers than Sir Gor- 
don. If not, there will be further 
MPs gaily taking the biscuit: and 
the reputation of our most 
important institution will decline 
some more. Yet more regula- 
tions and officialdom at West- 
minster, fewer colourful char- 
acters. K is a somewhat dismal 
recommendation. But a duller 
Commons is infinitely prefer- 
able to a more corrupt one. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


A modem Gin Lane 


T he general election draws 
near; the government 
smears ever more fatuous 
mendacity across the billboards. 
Labour struggles not to offend 
C2s, the Daily Mail, anyone u( all 
- and Nick Darunger brings us a 
timely corrective. This book has 
its flaws, but ii is nonetheless so 
important that every one of us 
should read it and weep. A jour- 
ney through the world of Jaivis 
Clicker’s “Common People" 
(who "watch their lives slide out 
of view, and dance and drink and 
screw, because there’s nothing 
else to do") this is a chilling 
indictment of what we’ve let hap- 
pen in the past two decades. 

Fathers and sons race each 
other to abandoned properties in 
Newcastle: the fathers want to 
Strip off anything salvageable, 
roof slates or window frames or 
iXjpper piping, before their sons 
arrive and hum the place down. 
Vandals break into a Liverpool 
infants’ school mess the kids’ 
pozries into a pile, then crap on 
[hem. In Brighton one lad slurs 
to Danzigcr. “Think drugs, lake 
drugs, eat drugs". He finds 
junkies shooting up in rural Suf- 
folk, and a pregnant teenage 
mother in Cornwall smoking 
dope while her 16-month -old 
daughter baiters her doll He 
finds Glasgow mothers burying 
child after child, gone to jellies 
and smack, while the children 
that arc still alive steal from 
tiiem to buy their own road to an 
early crave'. 

The is a bleak terrain of forged 
money and bored kids, of lottery 
dreams and stabbings, of abuse by 
fet and needle. More than once 
Danzigcr senses the adrenalin 
shudder of being in a war zone; 
■surrounded by feral children on 
desolate wasteland in Salford he 
writes, “I felt like carriour Bnv 
ken dreams? These children 
never had dreams to break. A 


Danziger’s Britain: 
A Journey to the Edge 

By Nick Danziger 
HarfjcrColliuM, £1S 

There are 
here ‘so many 
sad stories it 
would bring 
tears to a 
glass eye’ 


homeless girt in Leicester, steadily 
fouling up on her probation, says 
mournfully, “I just wish I had a 
better life than ( had done”. 
There are here, as one man says 
of Glasgow, "so many sad stories 
it would bring tears lo a glass eye". 

There arc also stories’ of 
resilience in adversity, of priceless 
voluntary work and heroic self- 
help - but ihey ’re guttering can- 
dles in a dark waste of poverty. 
“Mum, don’t die yet." a woman 
in South Whies fondly tells her 
senile mother as she props her up 
to feed her. "1 can t afford the 
flowers." Or there’s the girl in 
Suffolk going quietly off her head 
because she’s on £22.10 a week 
(when the hus fare to Ipswich to 
sign on is £5.70 return) and 
they’re telling her thcy’U cut it off 
if she doesn’t do lhe same train- 
ing course she’s done twice 
already. At every turn you feel the 
stress.’ the rage, the pin and 
despair. 

Through these biller scenes, 
Danziger's writing remains 
always fluent, lucid and humane. 
He sometimes writes regional 
accents rather uncertainly, and 


I'd quibble with the seeming pre- 
sumption of the title - but he’s 
given us his Travels and Adven- 
tures already, so 1 suppose he's 
lumbered with that, and doubt- 
less publishers want writers all to 
be brands these days anyway. 
Between the covers’, however, 
this is prose without presumption 
or judgment, gathering the stories 
of the abandoned with a dear- 
eyed sadness. 

Unlike the stories themselves, 
his occasional observations upon 
them are mostly unremarkable - 
but then, God knows, what’s hap- 
pened lo great swathes of British 
society is obvious enough, if only 
anyone cared to look. 1 must say 
also that there are too many of 
these stories; an editor should 
have been more ruthless, not 
simply because it would have 
been a better book, but because, 
at 356 pages, fewer people will 
buy it than ii deserves. The price, 
though justified by many excel- 
lent photographs, will be a deter- 
rent too - but Tony Blair, for one, 
has £18 (o spare, and he should 
spend it immediately. Every time 
1 see him or Gordon Brown but- 
toning the Upon tax. I shall think 
of the people in these pages. 

The other day, I took a friend 
back from a football game lo her 
home in a broken ex-mining vil- 
lage in Yorkshire: we passed 
someone in an Everton shirt, 
and I wondered why they'd be 
wearing those colours round 
there. She looked at me like I was 
an idiot and said. “Probably going 
cheap, weren’t it?” 

And we forget, don’t we? We 
forget oil the people sacrificed on 
Mammon's altar these past harsh 
years, because it's easier that 
way. For providing us with this 
most potent reminder, Damager 
deserves all praise, and the widest 
possible readership. 

Pete Davies 


Can Barbie turn 
into Maggie? 


D onna Karan must have taken one 
look al her client and booked some 
extra time on her meditation rock. 
She was bottle blonde, a bit plasticky around 
the edges and positively teetering on shoes 
that made her feel look bent. 

For a moment, she panicked. Could it be 
Pam my seeking a change of image? But then, 
huge relief, Karan recognised an old friend. 

Barbie Millicent Roberts is 37, single, and 
the most popular woman in the 
world, with sales figures that 
top six million each week. But 
Karan was more worried about 
another kind of figure: with 
measurements of 36-18-33. DK 
knew that there was no way she 
would ever have to design for 
a woman like this again. 

Actually, researchers in Aus- 
tralia reveal that the chances of 
a human woman looking like a 
Barbie doll are about one in 
100.0(H). If you think about it, 
this explains her popularity. 

Her friend Ken is less of a fan- 
tasy: The probability is more 
realistic, at one in 50, reported 
Kevin Norton of the University 
of South Australia. The fact 
that he ts nearer to reality 
explains his lack of popularity. 

Barbie and her friends have 
had 910 million fashions pro- 
duced for them (including 
Donna's black tunic and belted 
skirt) and she has more shoes 
than lmelda Marcos (more than 
a million pairs). So it comes as 
no surprise to discover that she 
did not have a thing to wear this autumn and 
had to turn to the fashion design students al 
Central St Martin’s College of Art and 
Design. Last week. 20 of their designs made 
it to the catwalk for the Barbie Fashion 
Awards. Categories were professional casual 
and (naturally) ballgown. 

“We said to themt.Barbie is your client, 
so go out and design for her," says a Barbie 
spokeswoman. “After all she is, in her own 
right, a fashion icon.” 

Wendy Dagworthy, course director. 



believes Barbie is more cult than icon, but, 
whatever she is, she is a very busy one. First, 
there are her careers: they include astronaut, 
teacher, doctor, and in-line skating cham- 
pion. Then there is her social circle: she 
comes from an unstable background with no 
parents ( Daily Mail alert) and friends and 
family that change every year. Perhaps to 
make up for this, she suffers from a Michael 
Jackson-type pet syndrome: she has 16 dogs, 
10 horses, four cats, a parrot, 
a chimpanzee, a panda, a lion 
cub, a giraffe and a zebra. 

The students had to keep ail 
this in mind as they headed to 
their meditation rocks. Twenty 
designs made it to the cat- 
walk, but only three could be 
chosen by judges, who included 
Ren Pearce of Pearce Fkmda. 
Winners were TUxedo Barbie - 
cross-dressing has clearly come 
of age - and Inflatable Beach 
Barbie (also known as Blow- 
Up Barbie) whose PVC ging- 
ham sundress becomes an 
inflatable swimdress with one 
puff of air. 

But what is she wearing to the 
office these days? That is the 
question (added by fashion stu- 
dent Luigi Avenso and his Easy 
Chic Barbie, to be made into a 
Limited Edition Collector doll 
this autumn at £150 each. 

Easy Chic is wearing a black 
suit with contrast white lining. 
Key co-ordinatesmclude hand- 
bag, sunglasses, white gloves 
and black shoes. Oh, and a 
black-and-white marabou feathered hat. It's 
a relief to know we can wear marabou to the 
office again. 

But is marabou really sending the right 
message? Perhaps it’s time Barbie got a little 
more serious. There is another woman 
whose name was Roberts, had a thing about 
handbags and lived in a fantasy world. Can 
Prime Minister Barbie be far behind? Start 
designing that handbag now. 

Ann Treneman 
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Chesterfield 2-seater leather settee, §499 inc. VAT 


® Saw SlOO's. We only 
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• Thomas Lloyd is 
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Aubrey 
Brabazon 
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Aubrey's up, the money's down 
j The frightened bookies quake, 
i Come on. me lads, and give a 
cheer ’Begad 'ris Couage Rake 1 
Immortalised in the famous 
Irish anthem to the Cheltenham 
Festival. Aubrey Brabazon was 
one of the outstanding riders of 
his and any generation, winning 
top races in the arenas of both 
Rat and National Hunt racing. 

He was one of only six men 
to have won the two prestigious 
Cheltenham events - the 
Champion Hurdle and the 
Gold Cup - in the same season. 

He was regarded as a 
supremely stylish Jockey, some- 
thing he demonstrated with 
three successive Gold Cup vic- 
tories on Cottage Rake (be- 
tween 1948 and 1950) and two 
on Champion Hurdler Hat- 
ton's Grace (1949 and 1950), 
both for the legendary Irish 
trainer Vincent O’Brien. 

It is easy for someone far 
from free of vices during his or 
her lifetime to resemble a saint 
w hen it comes to their obituary. 
With Brabazon, the verdict is 
that he was genuinely good 
and popular. Affectionately 
known as “the Brab", just as his 
most famous equine partner was 
known as “the Rake", he was 
once described as a “friend to 
all. a man who knows everyone 
in Ireland”. One of his proud- 
est moments out of the saddle 
came when Jammcts, the fa- 
mous, now-defunct French 
restaurant in Dublin, named a 
cocktail after him. 

Although he was undoubtedly 
elegant in the saddle, there was 
something of a bucanecrside to 
Brabazon as a jockey. Not many 
riders are captured with a grin 


Harry Cohn, the autocratic 
founder and production head of 
Columbia Pictures, enjoyed 
demonstrating his power over 
contract players by assigning 
them new names. Jack Lemmon 
defied his employer by refusing 
to change his surname to 
Lennon, but Cohn succeeded in 
turning Margarita Cansino into 
Rita Hayworth. Harriette Lake 
into Ann Sothern, Gwyllyn 
Samuel Newton Ford into 
Glenn Ford, and Betty Miller 
into Joan Perry. He later 
changed her name again when 
he made her the second Mrs 
Harry Cohn. (According to 
Hollywood legend, he called her 
into his office and declared, Tm 
going to make Hayworth a star, 
and you my wife.") 

The daughter of a prominent 
Florida railroad executive, Bet- 
ty Miller wanted desperately to 
act on the stage. Shu came to 
New York in her late teens, and 
worked as u fashion model to 
finance her drama lessons. A 
brief marriage to a photogra- 
pher ended in divorce. Ham 
Cohn was 44. and still shakily 
married to his first wife when, 
one night in 1935. he saw tall, 
green-eyed. 2 1 -year old Betty 
dancing with an escort in New 
York's" Central Park Casino. 
Introducing himself, the mogul 


It was honest of James Kirkup, 
in his obituary of Shusaku Endo 
fi October], to admit that 
“Endo was one of those Japan- 
ese writers. like Mishima and 
Oe. who never appealed to 
me”, writes Anthony Thwaite. 

Endo was not only both pop- 
ular and highly regarded in 


on their face as he was when he 
jumped the last fence on Cot- 
tage Rake on their way to their 
third Gold Cup victory. (He bad 
spent the build-up to Cottage 
Rake’s first Gold Cup in the bar 
a t_ Chelte nham sharing a brandy 
with O’Brien.) And not many 
jockeys, after falling in the 
Grand National, would lie on a 
stretcher, wrapped in a blanket 
and bems> tended by two wor- 
pecUookmg people, with a spir- 
its bottle in his mouth and a 
cigarette in his left hand. Yet that 
was exactly the Brabazon re- 
sponse to falling from Luan 
Casca at Becher’s Brook in the 
1947 National. 

He was once slated in an Irish 
newspaper for dropping his 
hands too soon and getting 
beaten on an odds-on favourite. 
“Brabazon Caught Napping" 
was the headline, which 
prompted O’Brien to respond, 
“If so, it was the only sleep poor 
Aubrey got all week.” 

Brabazon was bom into a rac- 
ing family - his CaLher Cecil ran 
a powerful yard of Rat and 
jumps horses on The Curragh 
in County Kildare. Aubrey had 
his first ride at the age ofl3, and 
was apprenticed to his father at 
14. His first of 406 winners in 
Ireland came a year later, in 
1935, when he partnered Queen 
Christina at Phoenix Park. 

In 1946 he shared the Irish 
jockeys' championship with his 
friend and rival Martin Molony 
with 30 wins each. At this time 
there was only one champi- 
onship for which both Rat and 
jumps victories counted. 

On the Rat. Brabazon was 
top-class, winning two Irish 
Classics, with the Aga Khan's 



Captured with a grin on his face: Brabazon and Cottage Rate Jump the last fence to win their third Gold Cup at Cheltenham. 1950 


1948 Irish Oaks winner Masa- 
ka and Mighty Ocean in the 
1 950 Irish 2,000 Guineas. Only 
a broken arm, suffered in a fall 
from Couage Rake, prevented 
him from riding the Irish Derby 
winner Chamour. a horse who 
was accused, falsely, of being 
doped and sensationally cost 
O'Brien his licence for a while. 

BuL it was his relationship 
with O'Brien - for whom he act- 
ed as usher when O'Brien mar- 
ried his wife Jacqueline - and his 
brilliant jumps horses that 
Brabazon earned his reputation. 
He even rode O'Brien’s first 
steeplechase winner, Panay. in 
June 1945. Not only was he re- 
garded as supremely stylish, he 
was ice-ccol in a race and rarely 


resorted to use of the whip. 
O'Brien said of him: “Aubrey is 
a really brilliant jockey, espe- 
cially on the big occasion. Good 
hands and an understanding of 
the horse are far better than 
booting ... it is not necessary 
to boot (Le. urge a horse into a 
fence, using the feet to kick into 
a horse's girth to spur him on)." 

Brahazon's brilliant race tem- 
perament was nowhere better 
demonstrated Lhan at Chel- 
tenham, 1948. when Cottage 
Rake won his first Gold Cup. 
Martin Molony on the better 
fancied runner. Happy Home, 
was trying to unsettle Cottage 
Rake as he approached the 
last by spurring his mount into 
action. 


Joan Perry 


impulsively invited her to make 
a screen test in Hollywood. 

That test was the talk of Co- 
lumbia Pictures: Cohn lavished 
an unprecedented 130 feet of 
film on it “He really must go 
for this gal," whispered one of 
his hirelings. “He's made whole 
features that cost less!" It came 
as no surprise when the new- 
comer was signed to a studio 
contract. 

Reviewing the film Shake- 
down (1936), in which she ap- 
peared opposite Lew Ayres, 
Variety stated. “Ayres has been 
seen to much better advan- 
tage. And he is not given much 
help by Joan Perry, apparently 
debuting in femme leads in this. 
Needs grooming." Before her 
next film, the crime story Coun- 
terfeit Lady ( 1937), Perry clear- 
ly had received that grooming: 
the same critic reported. “She 
displays rare charm and unex- 
pected thespian ability, going 
through the implausible gem- 
thief role like a vet trouper." 

Of the dozen-odd films she 
made at Columbia (most of 
them supporting features), the 
best was the screwball comedy 
Good Girls Go to Paris ( 1939). 
in which she shone as a rich 
snob who loses college profes- 
sor Mclvyn Douglas to waitress 
Joan Blondeli. Perry demon- 


Japan: his books had many ad- 
mirers in the English-speaking 
world, including Graham 
Greene, Francis King, Penelope 
Lively. John Updike. Angus 
Wilson. And. for all the seri- 
ousness of his work, he had an 
additional reputation in Japan 
as an entertainer, even a bit 


strated independence by mak- 
ing MOM'S Maisie Was a Lady 
(1941). her Gist film away from 
Columbia. She then accepted a 
one-year contract with Warner 
Brothers, for whom she ap- 
peared opposite Anthony 
Quinn in Bullets for O'Ham , 
Arthur Kennedy in Strange Al- 
ibi, and Ronald Reagan in Nine 
Lhvs Are Not Enough and In- 
ternational Squadron (all 1941). 

On 31 July 1941. a month af- 
ter Cohn finally received a di- 
vorce from his long-estranged 
wife, he and Perry were married, 
and she retired from the screen. 
Their first child, a daughter, 
died 30 minutes after birth, 
but they had two sons and an 
adopted daughter. A converted 
Catholic, the new Mrs Cohn 
persuaded her Jewish husband 
to allow their children to be 
raised in her religion. A gracious 
hostess, she made their Bever- 
ly Hills home the scene of Hol- 
lywood’s most elegant dinner 
parties. Although Cohn was the 
most feared and haled of all the 
film moguls (Ben Hecht nick- 
named him “White Fang"), his 
second marriage lasted 17 years. 

Harry Cohn died in 1958, 
leaving his widow $2m and the 
largest single stock holding in 
Columbia Pictures. Thanks to as- 
tute investment, she more than 


Shusaku Endo 


of a clown, running a chorus 
of singers who proclaimed 
themselves to be the worst in 
Japan. 

He was very good company, 
and astonishingly generous. In 
the late 1930s. he set up a trust 
with rich Calholic friends (in 
particular Kenzo Kogi, who 


runs a travel agency) in order 
to oi-ganise and finance the 
exchange of writers, artists, 
and musicians. In Septeraber- 
Decemher 1989 I was the ben- 
eficiary of such a grant, and to- 
wards the end of my time in 
Japan Endo invited me to join 
him and a few friends on a tour 


Brabazon would not be drawn 
into a premature battle. In the 
days when there were no race 
commentaries. O'Brien had 
watched this race from the final 
fence. Seeing Happy Home 
jump the last with a clear ad- 
vantage, he assumed as he 
trudged back to the unsaddling 
enclosure that there was no way 
Brabazon and Cottage Rake 
could have dosed the defitit. 

He was wrong. Brabazon be- 


came renowned ror approaching 
the last fence behind the lead- 
ers. His ability to “see a stride" 
as a horse was approaching an 
obstacle, meant his horses would 
frequently be tucked in behind 
the leaders at crucial stages 
of a race, simply waiting to 


pounce with a decisive late strike. 

After he retired from the sad- 
dle, Brabazon trained with a de- 
gree of success, winning races 
such as the Ulster Derby, Ulster 
National and Hennessy Hand- 
icap. He was also a farmer di- 
rector of Curragh Bloodstock 
Agency and in 1983 was made 
an honorary member of the 
Irish National Hunt Steeple- 
chase Committee. 

Richard Griffiths 

Aubrey Brabazon, racehorse 
trainer and jockey: bom The 
Currant, County Kildare 7 Jan- 
uary 1920; married Elhne Dwyer 
1948 (four sms, three daughters); 
died The Curragh, County Kil- 
dare 30 September 1996. 


quintupled her inheritance, but 
took no part in the business of 
the studio. “I could have screwed 
my hair into a bun and become 
another woman executive," she 
said. “I leave (he running of the 
company to the board. My job 
is being a wo man. " 

She was a much sought-after 
woman. Her old friend the lyri- 
cist Sammy Cahn suggested 
that, were she to marry again, 
an ideal husband would be the 
actor Franehot Tone - as she’d 
then be Joan Cohn Tone. Ac- 
tually in 1959 she became Joan 
Cohn Karl, but her marriage to 
the multi- millionaire shoe man- 
ufacturer Harry Karl ended in 
divorce after only 21 days. For 
most of the 1960s she was the 
constant companion of Lau- 
rence Harvey. They married in 
196S, but divorced four years lat- 
er. A rumoured engagement to 
Tab Hunter never materialised. 

“I didn't want to be a star," 
said Joan Perry Cohn in 1962. 
“What would have happened to 
my marriage if ! had?" 

Dick Vos burgfr 

Elizabeth Rosalind Miller ( Joan 
Perry), actress: bom Pensacola, 
Florida 7 July 1911; four times 
married ( two sons, one adopted 
daughter); died Santa Barbara, 
California 15 September 1996. 



m 


Jr* 




‘Rare charm and unexpected thespian aUfity': Perry with Lionel 
Stander in Meet Nero Wolfe (1338) Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


of Nagasaki and other southern 
sites, including several signifi- 
cant ones in the history of 
early Japanese Christianity. 
Though weak in health (as 
Kirkup points out), Endo nev- 
er seemed to let this drag him 
down; he was lively, learned, 
affable, and wittv. 


I think it extremely unlikely 
that any “grievous disappoint- 
ment at not receiving the No- 
bel Prize had contributed to a 
sudden decline in his already 
unstable health". Endo had too 
much sense of balance, and too 
much sense of humour, to have 
allowed any such thing. 


Professor 
Kenneth Muir 


The eminent Shakespearean 
scholar Kenneth Muir was one 
of the last of the patriarch- 
professors in the Arts Faculties 
of English provincial universi- 
ties. For 23 years, from 195 i to 
1974, as King Alfred Professor 
of English Literature at Liver- 
pool University, he presided 
with benevolent autocracy over 
one of the best English de- 
partments in the country, en- 
couraging such diverse talents 
as the two Allotts, Kenneth and 
Miriam . G.K- Hunter, Emcsi 
Schanzer, Inga-Stiua Ewbank, 
Hennione Lee, Brian Nellfct, 
and many others. He looked 
after everything himself, in- 
cluding admissions and the an- 
nouncement of the degree-list, 
until nearly the end of his 
reign. If you phoned the de- 
partment, as often as not he 
would answer. 

Muir made his name with the 

New Arden editions of King 
Lear and Macbeth, which he pre- 
pared with characteristic speed, 
so that they were the first to be 
published in that famous series, 
in 1951-52. He wrote extensively 
on Shakespeare’s imagety. and 
made notable contributions on 
the sources of the plays. Al- 
though most of his work was on 
Shakespeare and the dramatists 
of his time, he also edited Sir 
Thomas Wyatt's poems and 
wrote his biography. The wide 
range of his writings included 
work on Keats, Mflton, Ibsen 
and Restoration comedy. He 
translated Racine and Cal- 
derdn, and was very pleased 
at the praise his Racine trans- 
lation received when he was 
awarded an honorary doctorate 
at Dijon. 

Muir's father, a doctor, died 
when he was seven. He was ed- 
ucated, on a free place, at Ep- 
som, and although he was not 
much in sympathy with the 
school's outlook, and later 
wrote to the Headmaster, “1 am 
one of your failures’', he became 
a prefect and won numerous 
prizes. He abandoned his med- 
ical studies in London and read 
En g lish at Oxford, at St Ed- 
mund Hall; he blamed his lack 
of interest in the linguistic ap- 
proach to Old English literature 
ror his not getting a FirsL 

In 1931 Muir was appointed 
to a lectureship at St John’s Col- 
lege, York, largely on the 
strength of a recommendation 
from the Poet Laureate, John 
Masefield, who, mistaking him 
for another Muir, had given him 
a leading part in 77ie Comedy of 
Errors. He was sacked on three 
separate occasions for opposing 
compulsory chapel and being 
too familiar with the students, 
but on each occasion was rein- 
stated by the governors, whose 
chairman, the Archbishop of 
York, William Temple, was on 
his side (he thought) because he 
liked the Shakespeare produc- 
tions Muir bad been doing for 
the York Settlement. 

Muir brought out his first vol- 
ume of poems. The Nettle and 
the Flower, in 1933, and collab- 
orated with Sean OILoughlin in 
a study of Shakespeare's im- 
agery, The Voyage to Illyria. 
published in 1937. He became 
a lecturer at Leeds University 
in the same year. 

He was tireless in publishing 
notes and short articles, so 
much so that in the Sixties his 
colleagues used to call Notes and 
Queries “Old Muir's Almanac”. 
During the Shakespeare Con- 
ference at Stratford-upon-Avon 
he could be seen on the terrace 
of the Dirty Duck handing oul 
offprints of his latest views on 
the chronology of Marlowe's 
plays. 

With broad forehead and 
keen blue eyes, lean of face and 
lean of build, Muir was a tail and 
impressive figure. There was a 
natural distinction in his bear- 


ing, though he cared little about 
clothes. He loved the theatre 
and was very proud of his per- 
formances and productions, es- 
pecially at Leeds. When he 
retired" from Liverpool, his col- 
leagues staged 1 he Tempest in 
his honour, and he played Pros- 
pers. He spoke the poetry 
beautifully. He had a great 
fund of reminiscences about 
pre-war productions of Shake- 
speare, and was a devoted 
admirer of the actresses 
he approved uf, particularly 
Peggy Ashcroft and Judi Dench. 

He was a lifelong Labour sup- 
porter. undertaking a great deal 
of journalism in his younger 
days, and serving os Labour 
councillor in both Leeds and 
Birkenhead. An immensely 
kind, thoughtful, sensitive and 
generous person, he was also 
very reserved, and those closest 
to him could only guess at the 
quality and depth of his emo- 
uonal'lifc. His wife, Mary, died 
of leukaemia in 1975. In the 
years that followed he was very 
close to his daughter Katharine, 
who lectured in psychology ut 
Keele. and her death in 19S1, 
also of leukaemia, was a very 
great blow to him. 

For many years, Kenneth 
Muir was a commanding figure 



Muir: Shakespeare's imagery 

in English academic life and in 
the international world of 
Shakespeare studies. His very 
active intellectual life continued 
throughout his long retirement 
As editor of the influential 
journal Shakespeare Survey, and 
long-time chairman of the In- 
ternational Shakespeare Asso- 
ciation, he remained very much 
at the centre of things, and was 
contributing chapters to books, 
and papers to conferences, un- 
til a few weeks before his death. 
The revolution in literary stud- 
ies in the Eighties pained him 
deeply, and he was very shak- 
en when in the last year of his 
life someone called him a 
reactionary. 

Although he was a pillar of 
that less than revolutionary so- 
ciety, the British Academy, he 
always saw himself os a rebel 
and a radical. Conservative or 
radical, he had an alert, clear 
and capacious mind, an amaz- 
ingly retentive memory, and 
he loved literature passionate- 
ly for its human values. Gener- 
ations of students, colleagues, 
and fellow scholars remember 
him with affection and 
gratitude. 

Philip Edwards 

Kenneth Muir; English scholar 
bom London 5 May 1907; Lec- 
turer in English, Si John’s Col- 
lege, York 1930-37; Lecturer in 
English Literature, Leeds Uni- 
versity 1937-51; King Alfred Pro- 
fessor of English Literature. 
Liverpool University 1951-74 
(Emeritus), Dean of the Faculty 
of Arts 1958-61, Public Orator 
1961-65; Editor, Shakespeare 
Survey 1965-80 ; FBA 1970; 
FRSL 1978 ; married 1936 Mary 
Ewen (died 1975; one son, arid 
one daughter deceased); died 
Birkenhead 30 September 1 996 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

Bl'RGNER: Mii/ion. much-kmil wife 
of Tom and mother of David and 
Sloven, peacefully at home on I Oc- 
tober. Funeral t family and friends) ai 
Goldcrs Green crematorium on 
Thursday J October ai IU.45.mi. No 
Qouer., please, but any donations to 
Cancer Relief Mactniunn Fund or to 
Eden Hall Hospice. London NW3. 

IRWIN: Dr Vincent Lea peace fully on 
24 September at St Barnabas Hospice. 
Funeral and requiem ar Si Edmund's 
College. Ware, on Friday J October 
al 12 wmn. Family Dowers only. If de- 
sired donations for St Barnabas Hos- 
pice. Lincoln, to R. Ash & Sons. 
Lincoln Road. Bassincham. Lincoln 
LNS9JX. 
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Birthdays 

Mr Trevor Brooking, footballer, 45: 
Dr William Cramond, clinical psy- 
chiatrist, 7b; Lord Davies. Chairman 
of Welsh National Opera, 56; Sir Bri- 
an Dillon, a former Lord Justice of 
Appeal, 71; Professor Sir Robin 
Dulhie. former chairman, Britoil, 68; 
Miss Anna Ford, broadcaster, 53; Mr 
Peter FrankL pianisu 61: Sir John 
Gurdcrn. Master. Magdalene College, 
Cambridge. tx3; Mr frier Hobson, 
farmer Headmaster, Charterhouse 
School 52; Colonel Geoffrey LuttreB, 
former Lord- Lieu tenant of Somer- 
set. 77; Mr Don McLean, folk singer, 
51; Miss Jan Morris, author, 70; Mr 
James Porter, former Director-Gen- 
eral. Commonwealth Institute, 6S; Mr 
Vivian Ridler. former Printer to Ox- 
ford University, S3; The Right Rev 
Lord Runctc, former Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 75: The Right 
Rev Roger Sainsbuiy. Bishop of 
Barking, 60; Sir Richard Scon, Vice- 
Chancellor of the Supreme Court. 62; 
Sling, (Mr Gordon Sumner), rock 
singer, 45; Mr Gary Streeter MP. 41; 
Mr Duncan Thomson, Keeper. Scot- 
tish National Portrait Gallery. 6i 
Vice-Admiral Sir Anthony Tippett, 
former Chief of Fleet Support. 68; 
Lord Todd, chemist. 89; Mr Sam 
Wunwright. former deputy chairman. 
Post Office, 72; Li-Col Eric Wilson 
VC.W. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Richard in, King, 1452: 
Philip Cipriani Hambley Potter, pi- 
anist and composer, 1792: Mikhail 
Yuryevich Lermontov (lxannonth), 
poet, 1814; Paul Ludwig Hans von 
Bcncckcndarf vrm Hwdeabuig, Ger- 
man Geld marshal and president. 


1847; Ferdinand Fx’h, Marshal of 
France, 1551: Sir William Ramsay, 
chemist. 1852; Charles dc Sauzy 
Ricketts, artist, 1866; Mohandas 
Koranic hand Gandhi, Indian leader, 
1869: Wallace Stevens, poet, 1879; 
Julius “Groucho" Marx, comedian, 
1890: Ignatius Roy Dunnachie 
Campbell poeL 1901: Henry Graham 
Greene, novelist, 1904. Deaths: Isaac 
Oliver, miniature painter, 1617; Ad- 
miral August KcppcL. Gist Viscount, 
naval commander and politician, 
1786: Jose Maria de Heredia, poet, 
1905; Max Bruch, composer. 1920: 
Marie Slopes, birth control pioneer, 
1958: Marcel Duchamp (Henri- 
Pierre Roche), Surrealist painter. 
1968; Rock Hudson (Roy Fitzgerald 
Scherer), actor. 1985; Sir Peter Bri- 
an Medawar, medical scientist, 1987. 
On this day: Saladin entered 
Jerusalem, 1187: Rome became the 
capital city of Italy, 1870; Brigham 
Young, Mormon leader, was arrest- 
ed for bigamy, 1S71: the Grtf Royal 
Naval submarine was launched at 
Barrow. 1901; the first ntgby football 
match was played at Twickenham. 
1909; Italy invaded Abyssinia. 1935; 
Guinea became an independent re- 
public, 1958: the musical show Vrf- 
imuth was Gist produced in London, 
1958; the first London performance 
of the musical stow Promises, Promis- 
es was presented. 1968; Ne3 Kinncdc 
became leader of the Labour Party, 
1983. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Eleutherius of Nico media, The 
Guardian Angels and St Leger or 
Lcodegarius. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Nicholas Humphrey. “Seventeenth - 


century Continental Inieriors". 
230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Sarah Greenberg, 
“Family Portraits through the Ages", 
1pm. 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 

“Peter Blake (i); Now We are 64", 
I pm. 

Gresham College (Barnard’s Inn 
Hall, London EC1): Professor lan 
Stewart, “The Practical Fractal", 
lpm 

Institute of Economic Affairs: Dr 
Andrew Godley, “Immigration, En- 
terprise and Culture: the Jewish ex- 
perience in London and New York 
1880-1914". 630pm. 

Robert Tewdwr Moss 

A memorial service for Robert Louis 
Tewdwr Moss wih beheld at 230pm 
on Saturday 19 October at St Mary’s 
Church, Paddington, Paddington 
Green. 

Luncheons 

Fb reign ami Commonwealth Office 

Sir Nicholas Bonsor MP, Minister of 
State for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs, hosted a farewell 
luncheon yesterday at the Royal 
Garden Hotel in honour of Mr 
Sergiu Ceiac. the Ambassador of Ro- 


Wills 

Mr Jon Pertwee, of London SW15, 
the actor, the third Dr Who, left es- 
tate valued at £418,995 net. 

Sir Ernest Gordon Cox, of Hamp- 
stead, London NW3, the pioneer of 
earty X-ray crystallography, left es- 
tate valued at £45311 net. 


Landlord’s notice could be dispensed with 


Boyle V Verna]]; Court of Appeal 
< Lord Justice Auld, Lord Justice 
Thorpe) 26 July 1996 

The court's discretion, where it 
was “just and equitable”, to 
dispense with the requirement 
that a landlord must have 
served on the tenant, at the 
time of the creation of the 
tenancy, written notice that he 
might require the property 
back for his own or his spouse's 
use, so as to entitle him to 
terminate an assured tenancy 
underground 1 of Schedule 2 

<n llu lln. A IIIOO 


not limited to exceptional 
cases. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by the plain- 
tiff, Rita Madeleine Boyle, 
against the dismissal by Judge 
Maher, sitting in Wandsworth 
County Court on 3 August 
1995, of her claim for posses- 
sion of a flat at 207b Castelnau, 
Barnes, London, which she 
had let to the defendant, 
Richard Hugh Verrall. 

Both tiriganu appeared in person. 

Lord Justice Anld said 
Mis Boyle had let the flat to Mr 
Verrall on 30 March 1993 at a 
rent of £650 per month, later 
increased to £700 per month. 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 

2 October 1996 


It was, the judge held, an as- 
sured tenancy under section 1 
of the Housing Act 1988, 
terminable by Mrs Boyle 
only on one of the grounds 
specified in Schedule 2 to the 
Acl 

The issue was whether Mrs 
Boyle was entitled to terminate 
the tenancy on ground L, name- 
ly that she required the prop- 
erty as a principal home for 


entitlement under that ground 
was that she had, before en- 
tering into the tenancy agree- 
ment, notified Mr Verrall in 
writing that she might require 
possession for that reason, or, 
failing such notice, that she 
could satisfy the judge that it 
was just and equitable to 
dispense with lL 
The tenancy had been drawn 
up on a standard form for an 
assured shoithold tenancy, as 
defined in section 20 of the 
1988 Act, and it was clear that 
this was the tenancy Mrs Boyle 
intended to create. She said she 
had served on Mr Verrall, 
when handing over the keys, a 
written notice under section 


20, but the judge was not con- 
vinced she had done so. But 
it was plain that she intended 
to create an assured shorthold 
tenancy and that Mr Verrall 
knew that was her intention 
and that she had made a mis- 
take in not completing the 
notice. 

In September 1994, Mrs 
Boyle stated in a letter to Mr 
Verrall that she and her hus- 


badc for thdr own use. Mr Ver- 
rall, who was unemployed and 
relied on housing benefit to pay 
the rent, refused to move. 

On her claim for possession 
the judge held that., because of 
the lack of a section 20 notice, 
the tenancy was an assured, not 
assured shorthold, tenancy. He 
further held that in the absence 
of written notification that pos- 
session might be required un- 
der ground 1(b) of Schedule 2, 
it would have to be an “excep- 
tional case" to justify dispens- 
ing with such written notice 
where, as he found, no oral 
notice was given. 

Ground 1 of Schedule 2, if 
established by a landlord, en- 


titled him to possession. The 
judge had no discretion. The 
landlord did not have to show 
that his requirement of the 
property for his or his spouse’s 
principal home was reason- 
able. Discretion only came into 
play where a landlord did not 
serve the requisite written no- 
tice at the time of entering into 
the tenancy and the court had 
to decide whether it was “just 
and equitable" to dispense 
with such notice. 

In determining what was 
just and equitable for this 


all the circumstances of the 
case. Clearly, if oral notice 
was given, it might be an im- 
portant factor favouring dis- 
pensation. But U did not follow 
that oral notice was a pre-req- 
uisite of such a decision. Nor 
was the absence of oral notice 
a reason for restricting dis- 
pensation to (he “exceptional ! 
case". 

Had the judge applied the 
correct test, he could not pos- 
sibly have come to any con- 
clusion other than that it was 
just and equitable to dispense 
with the requirement of 
written notice. 

Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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Elisabeth Murdoch assumes control at BSkyB 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Elisabeth Murdoch, daughter of 
media baron Rupert Murdoch, 
is to take- charge of all 
programming at BSkyB, her 
father’s pay-TV giant, it 
emerged last night. The ex- 
tension of her position at Sky 
will bring her a step closer to 
the mantle of heir apparent at 
her father's global empire. 

Ms Murdoch, 28, joined 
BSkyB earlier this year, as gen- 
eral manager, broadcasting. 
She is fd^Coritimie to oversee 


key operational aspects of the 
company’s business, including 
its crucial subscription man- 
agement centres in Scotland. 
But effective immediately, she 
will also oversee BSkyB’s grow- 
ing prog rammin g division. 

The move follows confirma- 
tion last month that her broth- 
er Lachlan would become 
managing director of Mr Mur- 
doch's Australian company. 
News LtcL, and will fuel spec- 
ulation that he is grooming 
one or the other of the two chil- 
dren to take over from him 
when he retires. 


Ms Murdoch, notoriously 
press-shy. began her television 
career in the US, with her fa- 
ther’s company. Fox. She 
bought and then ran two US lo- 
cal television stations, before 


coming to Britain to work for 
BSkyB. 

Her appointment coincides 
with a restructuring of the com- 
pands programming opera- 
tions. • ‘A- new . head -of 


programming, James Baker, 
was also named -yesterday, 
while Les Sampson, formerly 
programme manager at the 
Nine Network in Australia, is 
to become' Controller of Sky 


Channels. Tim Riordan, direc- 

torofbroadcastmg, remains in 

his 


Martin Dunn, editor of tbe New 
York Daily News and formeriy ed- 
itor of is to join Associated 

Newspapers, the publishing 
group ran by Sir David English, 

to oversee the company’s televi- 
sion and new media interests. 

According to company 
sources, be is to become editor 


of Hannswwth New Medin a di- 
vision of Associated; and will be 
in charge of the development of 
the company’s pay-TV channels 
ami its electronic publishing 
operations. Associated, which 
publishes the Daily Mail and tbe 
Mail an Sunday, owns Channel 
One, tbe cable-euhisive news 


channel and plans to tanndia 
newwomrar’3 channel nedyear, 
Mr Dunn began Ms Streets* 
the Daily MmL, before joining 
Rupert Murdoch’s' Son. He 
edited two US newspapers, the* 
Boston -Herald -and the Daily 
News, before being headhunt- 
ed by Associated. 


-by the ' departure 'of 

I Elstem, formerly head of 

programmes, who is now chief 
executive of Channel 5 Broad- 
casting,' backers of the neW 
fifth ' terrestrial television 
service. 

His direct replacement, Mr 
Baker; joins from Nickelodeon, 
the -joint - venture children's 
channel owned by BSkyB and 
Viacom, the US media giant. 
Mr Baker is expected to remain 


on the Nickelodeon board. 
Tfeosions have been mowing be- 
tween Viacom and BSkyB ever 
■ since Sky announced tt would 
xany Mr Murdoch’s Fox Kids, 

a competitor to Nickelodeon, 

. in the UK market. 

Mr Baker worked briefly for 
Sky in 1988, as entertainment 
. producer at Sky News, and has 
had stints at TV-ara, Channel 
4 and GMTV. * 

. Mr Sampson worked for Sam 
Chisholm, Sky's chief executive, 
- when they were both at Nine 
Network, Kerry Packer’s tele- 
vision company in Australia. 



Heir apparent: Elisabeth 
Murdoch takes on new brief 


Cash-rich investors 
help push Footsie 
nearer 4,000 mark 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor 

The stock market finish ed at an 
all-time closing high last night 
as new figures from purchasing 
managers confirmed the 
strength of the recovery in in- 
dustry. 

The FTSE 100 index put on 
3815 points to close at 3,99112, 
and analysts predicted it could 
soon push through the 4,000 
level if optimism about the 
economy continued to domi- 
nate investors' moods. 

Cash-rich institutions appear 
to be ignoring predictions from 
PDFM, the fond managers, of 
a looming stock market crash 
comparable with or worse than 
1987, and instead are stepping 
up their share purchases. 

The close was only 1.9 points 
below the best ever intra-day 


level reached on 20 September. 

The buoyancy yesterday was 
helped by takeover speculation 
and a firm gilts market, and it 
came despite suggestions in 
the City that the latest pur- 
chasing managers’ survey was 
enough to rule out any linger- 
ing hope of a further cut in in- 
terest rates. 

Some economists believe this 
new evidence could tip the bal- 
ance towards a rise in interest 
rates over the next few months. 

The Chartered Institute of 
Purchasing and Supply said 
the Purchasing Managers' 
Index of manufacturing activ- 
ity rose for the fourth succes- 
sive month in September to 53.4 
per cent, its highest level for 17 
months, from 52 per cent in Au- 
gust 

Output and new orders 
showed the largest monthly in- 


Clarke looks back 
on the bad old days 


.:3&ZOir 

DIANE COYLE 

Washington 

Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, yesterday used 
the occasion of the 20th an- 
niversary of Denis Healey, the 
last Labour Chancellor, turning 
to the International Monetary 
Fund for an emergency loan to 
claim that the British economy 
had broken th$ mould. 

Mr Clarke's bid to push the 
economy to the top of the po- 
litical agenda reflects Govern- 
ment hopes that the returning 
feel-good factor will help its re- 
election chances. 

He said at the IMF in Wash- 
ington: “This ironic anniversary 
is the best evidence of the scale 
of reform of the British econ- 
omy over the last two decades." 

Britain will be the fastest- 
growing European economy 
this year and next and the 
IMF "shares his belief that un- 
employment can continue to fall 
without increasing inflation, 
thanks to the structural re- 


forms that have taken place. 

The Chancellor said: “Our 
agenda of privatisation, dereg- 
ulation and labour market 
reform has made the UK econ- 
omy more flexible, more re- 
sponsive to changes in market 
condition and less inflation 
prone.” 

He contrasted the current law 
inflation environment with the 
“beer and sandwiches” incomes 
policy of the late 1970s. 

On Ihe day that the latest sur- 
vey pointed to a strong pick-up 
in activity in prices and manu- 
facturing, Mr Clarke asserted 
that British industry was shed- 
ding its inflationary psychology, 
with companies less inclined to 
take the easy route to giving in 
to wage demands. 

He promised to stay tough on 
inflation and tough on public 
borrowing. In its new econom- 
ic forecast published last week, 
the IMF warned that a correc- 
tion was needed in the govern- 
ment's borrowing requirement 
to get it back on the right trade. 


crease for two years, fuelled by 
consumer demand which has 
expanded order books of con- 
sumer goods manufacturers. 

Angela Knigh t, treasury eco- 
nomic secretary, said: “The 
survey is further evidence that 
the recovery in manufacturing 
is strengthening.” 

Coming a day after strong 
house price figures from the 
Nationwide budding society, 
some economists think the 
economy could soon be firing 
on ail cylinders now that man- 
ufacturing is catching up with 
other activities. 

“The survey shows the man- 
ufacturing sector on the brink 
of a fully-fledged recovery," said 
Alex Garrard, UK economist at 
UBS. Even the investment 
goods sector, which has been 
particularly slow to recover, is 
showing the first signs of revivaL 
The survey said: “In September, 
growth appears to have fil- 
tered down a further level to 
producers of investment goods 
such as plant and machinery." 

The survey found commod- 
ity prices- fell : although the 
number of comjfemefc report- 
ing a fall in prides dropped* to 
its lowest since January. The 
prices index rose to 44 per 
cent from a revised 41.7 in Au- 
gust, the second consecutive 
monthly rise. 

In contrast to the UK, evi- 
dence from a purchasing man- 
ufacturers' survey in the US 
showed that manufacturing 
growth slowed in September, 
pointing to slower economic 
growth ahead. The index was 
weaker than expected and 
boosted US markets by calm- 
ing fears of inflation. 

The US index fall to 51.7 last 
monlh from 52.6 in August. A 
reading above 50 indicates 
growth in manufacturing while 
one below that level shows 
contraction is likely. 

In a separate US report the 
Conference Board Index of 
leading indicators, a key eco- 
nomic forecasting gauge, rose 
02 per cent in August, foe same 
as in July. This was seen as a 
sign of slower but steadier 
growth in the third quarter 
and beyond. 


Motor industry: Engines to come from new $500m BMW/Chrysler plant in South America 



Old and new: Tha 1997 Mini, left^andan artist's impression of how the reborn Mini will look. 
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Artist’s impression: Rolf SchefVDelusi 
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The Mlni tfrerbiggestrselMng 
British car and the model that 
launched a thousand imita- 
tors, is to be reborn. Rover an- 
nounced yesterday that it is to 
spend £400m to develop a new 
Mini for the new millennium. 

The new model will be buQt 
at the Longbridge plant in 
Birmingham, its “spiritual 
home" for nearly 40 years, 
and will safeguard or create an 
estimated 8,000 jobs directly 
and indirectly. 

Artists impressions suggest 
that Lhe new car will be much 
sleeker and rounder than its 
predecessor. A spokesman 
maintained, however: “It will 
be a completely new car but it 
will be umistakably a Mini." 

The Mini was designed by Sir 
Alec Lssigonis ana first ap- 
peared in 1959. It quickly be- 
came the icon of 1960s fashion, 
featuring in the film The Italian 
Job and went on to reach sales 
of five and a quarter nuflion. 

Production qf the latest ver- 
sion - re-enginfieredafid back 
in its most memorable incar- 
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1 : nation* .th& Mini: Cooper— is The produttapA’.tiDe is^ev •• m SootifcAmerica^lhe 

r unning ' at about 20,fK® a year: ' -pected to be built in 1999; anti /which will, pfoduce: 
But Rover, now under- the •'maiiafactiuih.willstart'eartytiie 
ownership , of . BMW of Ger- . following year. The Mini's ex-. 

" “ J ~‘ ! ' *' isting 1 litre A series engine 

will be replaced by a new 1.4 
litre four cydinder .engine to 
be raamifoctureid in a $500m 
plant that BMW and Chrsyler, 
the US car maker, are to build 


many, said production of the 
new Mini was liklely to reach 
at l<§st 100,000 a year. Output 
coiMbe even higher, depend- 
ing on when Rover re-enters 
the US market 


located in Brazil although oth- 
er Latin American locations 
are being examined. The plant 
will produce engines for noth 
Rover and Chrysler. 

The new Mini line is ex- 
pected to provide 2,000 jobs di- 


Nissan to create jobs in North-east 


Nissan is to create a farther 150 
jobs at its car plant hLSunderiand 
following the dedsob Jo build 
new car - a estate version of the 
Primera -in the North-east 
However, tbe project lined tip 
for 1998 came as almost an 
anti-dimax after same advance 
media speculation that the firm 
was poised to build a third mod- 
el at Sunderland, providing L000 
new, jobs. - : » .*■ • • = : r- : 

The company, already em- 


output was forecast tobe-20,000 1 
a year. 

It stressed the decision that 
Sunderland was setto produce* 
tbe five-sealer, stylfedat their Eu- 
ropean design centre at Munich, 
was further confirmation of the 
plant as “a centre of manufac- 
turing excellence". . 

Ian Gibson, chief executive of 
Nissan Motor Manufacturing 
(UK), said: *^rhe estate car h3s 


Sunderland plant was to start 


:.*■ ■" f - «i-. 

lanW- rectiy'-at; Longbridge- and a 
£000- - further 6,000 among compel 
nenr suppliers ifi the West 
Mdlauds.and elsewhere. 

Dr Walter Hasselkus, 
Rover’s new chief executive, 
said: “I hope today’s news wiir? 
end speculation 'that the Mini 
could be built anywhere oth- 
er than in the UK. This is yet 
more evidence of BMW's con 1 
fidence in Rover.” * J 
The go-ahead for the new 
model will come as welcome 
Filip for Rover after reports 
that its German parent cora- 
ly ui 


shipping in diesel engines made- ^pany was deeply unhappy 
by tte Erench car group Peugeot about its investment. BMW has 


been an. exciting model to de- 
ploying more than 4,000 at Sun- vdop here in Europe and today’s 
deriand, said the new estate announcement underlines Nis- 
car, taking over from a model im- sad’s commitment to the Euro- 
ported from Japan, would result pean car buyer”, 
from £70m of investment The - The company also said that the 


for its Mkxa mini car. This wilJ 
be the first big component that 
Nissan has sourced from a rival 
European vehicle maker. . 

The diesel engined Mkxa is 
scheduled to go on sale in the 
summer of 1998. 

“Compared with Japan, de- 
mand is much stronger in the 
European passenger car market 
for diesel-engine vehicles and 
there have been calls for the in- 
troduction of Mkxa models pow- 
ered by a- diesel engine," the 
company said. 


said it does not expect to make 
a profit from Rover this cen- 
tury. The 1997 Mini - which 
went on show yesterday at the 
Parts Motor Show - features 
a driver’s airbag - a feature 
once thought impossible to 
engineer into a car so small 
multi-point fuel injection, ah 
loy wheels, wood facia and sells 
for £8,995. 

The spokesman would not 
be. drawn on how much the 
21st century version would 
cost. 



Sainsbury moves into financial services 


David Sainsbury: Wants to 
shift focus on to quality 


NIGEL COPE 

Sainsbury s is gearing up to 
launch a series of initiatives be- 
tween now and Christmas in an 
attempt to claw back market 
share lost to rivals such as 
Tesco. 

A key part of the plans will 
be amove into financial services 
which is likely to include a 
Sainsbury’s “bank account”, 
similar to the OubCard Plus 
scheme launched by Tfesco ear- 
lier this year. 

Other plans include a deci- 
sion to fight the market share 
battle on Sainsbury's strengths 


such as quality, choice and cus- 
tomer service while shifting at- 
tention away from price. 

The initiatives are unlikely to 
win much support in the City as 
Tesco has already moved into fi- 
nancial services and price has 
proven to be a key weapon in 
the supermarket store wars. 

New market share figures 
are expected from research 
group AGB today. They are 
likely to show that Sainsbury’s 
is still failing to narrow the gap 
between itself and Ibsco. 

The last released figures for 
the four weeks to 25 August 
showed Tesco’s share of'the 


more narrow definition of tbe 
grocery market had risen to 21.4 
per cent Sainsbury's share had 
dipped to 18.6 per ceuL 

Sainsbury's first move into fi- 
nancial services is unlikely to be 
anything more advanced than 
Tesco’s OubCard Plus scheme 
which is essentially a budget ac- 
count offering beneficial inter- 
est rates. 

Sainsbury's scheme will op- 
erate separately from its Reward 
loyalty card launched in June. 
Like Tesco, it will not run the 
accounts but wfll co-operate 
with a major clearing bank. 
Sainsbury’s takes the view that 


h anks are unpopular and that 
supermarket groups enjoy 
greater trust among their cus- 
tomers. Other financial ser- 
vices, such as the provision of 
loans and overdrafts, are ex- 
pected in the longer term. 

Tbny MacNeaiy, of Nat West 
Security, said Sainsbury’s would 

Tesco’s move into financial»!i> 
vices. “It is still proving a strug- - 
gje for them to differentiate 
themselves from the rest of the; 
sector,” he said. 

Frank Davidson, of James 
Capet is also unconvinced.- “I 
don’t see Sainsbury’s breaking 


into the financial services mar- 
ket in a-big way They’ve got to 
resolve the issues in the core 
food retailing business first. 
They can't out-Tesco Tfesco-” 

Sainsbury’s says Its Reward 
card -has more thaw 6 million 
members and that the sales in- 
creases of 2-3 per cent are suf- 
ficient, to cover the cost of 
administering the scheme. 

Tfcsco and Asda have consis- 
tently dragged Sainsbury’s back 
mtoa price battle. Last month 
Tesco launched its “unbeatable 
\fotue" campaign to -cut the 
price of 600 lines. Sainsbury's 
pledged to match Tbsco's prices. 
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Channel 5 seeks 
satellite space j 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 


hing to bid for newty available 
space on the Astra 1A satellite, 
spending up to £6m a year to 
extend the covmge of Britain’s 
lest “free" terrestrial TV service. 
If successful, Channel 5 could 
reach an additional I million 
homes in the UK. 

But the company, owned by. 
Pearson and United News & 
Media, will have to offer a 
competitive premium to win the 
satellite lease, in the face of 
fierce competition: from other 
broadcasters. 

The lease for =the satellite 
: transponder is being offered by 
Netbold, the Dutch-based 
broadcaster, which is moving 
one of its ch ann els to a com- 
peting satellite service, Intelsat. 

According to sources close to. 
Channel 3, BSkyB, Rupert 
Murdoch’s pay-TV giant, wfll 
“assist” in securing the lease, us- 
ing its long-standing ties with 
Astra, the lea dmg European 
satellite system. BSkyB, a ma- 
jor Astra client, uses the satel- 
lite to transmit ks own, pay-TV 
channels in the UIC 

BSkyB and Channel 5 areme- 
go dating ever-doser ties, which 
are expected to include joint 
programme acquisition and 
cross promotion. The co-oper- 


ation pact is being pursued 1 
David Elstem, chief executive 
Channel 5 Broadcasting, wl 
left his job as head of pr 
grammes at BSkyB last moat 
If the company gets the sau 
Lite lease, it will be able to broa 
cast the Channel 5 signal to 1( 
per cent of direct-lo-hon 
satellite homes in the UK. Tb 
would help extend the coveraj 
of the service, which will Tear 
about 80 per cent of UK hom< 
through conventional terre 
trial transmission. - 
Mr Elstem has set a priori 
on securing-the widest possib 
coverage for the new Channel 
scheduled for launch early i 
1997. A successful lobbying car 
paign recently led to the releas 
of an additional frequency ft 
the transmission of the channe 
faking the total to 80 per cei 
from just over 70 per cent 
With satellite, it is estimate 
that an addkfonal lm homes w 
receive the signal in areas wbei 
the conventional signal is n< 
available. In addition, Channi 
5 hopes to encourage cable q 
erators to cany the service, pa 
ticuiariy in the south of En^an< 
where throngh-the-air telev 
sion reception will be patchy. 

Itfcundersibod thatHavd tfc 
UK cable channel, andFlexted 
the cable and satellite package 
are alro interested in bidding ft 
the Nethold transponder. 
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Why a Clarke boom is bad for the stock market 


Tust 7.8 points to go- Bears of the stock mar- 
J ket r which include this column, are having 
to eat their words once more as the soar away 
FTSE 100 index powers to within a whisker 
of the 4,000 maix. It is easy to see why this 
is happening- As yesterday’s buoyant Pur- 
chasing Managers Index confirmed beyond 
any doubt, we now seem to be in the throws 
of a fully fledged pre-election boom. And as 
Kenneth Clarke, the chancellor, was only too 
keen to stress at the IMF meeting in Wash- 
ington yesterday, there appears nothing on 
the horizon to cloud this glorious picture of 
non inflationary growth* 

Mr Clarke, naturally, cites 17yeais of Con- 
servative Party reform -privatisation, dereg- 
ulation, and flexible labour markets - as the 
underlying cause of this success. Despite his 
location, however, Mr Clarke ts a man speak- 
ing primarily to his electorate. The interna- 
tional bankers and finance ministers who 
were his audience yesterday might beg to dif- 
fer just a little from thteanah^ On ii»st con- 
ventional measures, the UK economy is 
indeed performing exceptionally well right 
now, hut this has as much to do with exter- 
nal factors; hick and some good old fashioned 
pump p riming ahead of the election as any- 
thing else. 

Inflation is in abeyance not just in the UK, 
but almost everywhere that counts. Also 
buoyed by a man with an election to win, the 
US economy too is booming. Even on the 
Continent growth seems to be picking up. 
Britain's economic performance may look a 


bit better than elsewhere, but this is hardly 
evidence of an economic miracle m the 
making. 

By contrast, there fcgrowipgevidence of the 
reverse, that what we are witnessing here are 
the bqpnnings of aboam that, if it is not going 
to end m quite the same calamitous bust of the 
past, might wdl leave us all with some kind of 
mfld hangover. The signs of fins are all over 
the place but they are to befound in their most 
compelling ftwn in the housmgmaikBt-wbich 
if you live in certain parts of London is most 
definitely booming again - and, yes, in shares 
themseMss, whicfa are sbowing investment bub- 
ble like characteristics. 

Mr Clarke is probably right to insist that 
this is no repeat of the Lawson boom. A cau- 
tious Budget on November 26 will underline 
the differences. But nor is the outlook quite 
as cloudless as he claims. Inflation will be ris- 
ing again, possibly quite sharply, within a year. 
Meanwhile, it seems highly unlikely that the 
boom in corporate profits - driven tn part by 
cost cutting mul low wage increases - can con- 
tinue for much longer. A crash or major cor- 
rection? Perhaps, perhaps noL But a pro- 
longed bear market? Afl too possible. 

IMF rethinks 
its future 

T ike most annual meetings, the IMFsgath- 

L ering in Washington presents 

with an agenda that is supposed to be pretty 


much sealed up well before they get their 
chance to vote on it The achievements of this 
year’s meeting such as the initiative to reduce 
the debt burden on small oountriesbave been 

The reaf issue for U ^reussion during the 
active round of cockxafl parties is the shape 
the IMF and other international institutions 
will need to take as the global balance of eco- 
nomic power shifts. 

It is now plain that there are some big new 
kids on the block. Up and coining countries 
such as Korea, because of its wealth, and 
China, because of its size, will without doubt 
become important economic powers. The 
question is how the Fund needs to evolve to 
recognise these new economic forces on foe 
world stage. 

The first step has been taken. The “new 
arrangements to borrow”, the emergency 
source of funds created in response to the 
Mexican crisis, incorporates some of foe new 
powers such as Korea, Malaysia and 
Singapore. 

The next steps are under way, with the 
IMF s appeal to members for an increase in 
quotas. These are the member countries 
shareholdings in the Fond. The IMF would 
like to use a quota increase to doable its cap- 
ital in a way that reflects countries’ relative 
imp ortance in foe world economy. 

Negotiations wfll go ahead in the hope foal 
proposals can be put to a vote next year. Bui 
there are big question macks. One is what it 
will mean for foe industrial countries. In par- 


ticular, will the single currency mean the need 
for a single European voice at the IMF and 
what wifl that imply for Britain if it stays out? 

Although there is no immediate threat to 
the UK’s strong voice in the organisation, it 
looks sure to diminish over time"- hence Mr 
Clarke’s attempt to get some of his free mar- 
ket principles written into the IMFs list of 
objectives. More important, there is the 
issue of how countries with veiy different 


tem of decision making that has always been 
based on a shared model.of democracy. So 
far, foe biggest difference in world view foe 

institution has had to accommodate has 
been between that of the Germans and the 
Americans. Butas foe shadow hanging over 
next year’s meeting in Hong Kong shows, 
inviting . China, and others to step into the 
boardroom could be fraught with difficulty. 

Can TV’s newcomers 
make money? 

T Tardily any broadcasters are making 
JTjjnoaeyout of niche pay-TV channels in 
the UK. So . why are so many pil i ng in? 
Granada Sky Broadcasting was launched yes- 
terday with seven new services. The BBC. in 
league with Flextech, wants to add eight by 
next summer, including arts, entertainment, 
documentaries, music and the like. Others lie 
waiting in the wing* ' 

Do we really want all these television ser- 


vices? More to the point, can they achieve any 
kind of commercial viability? Can there, fen 1 
instance, really be a market for three lifestyle 
channels -DaDy Mail TV's lifestyle channel 
UK Living (also lifestyle), and Granada life 
(you guessed it, more lifestyle)? * 

There are, however, reasons for investing in 
pay-TV now, even if the pickings seem thin. 
First, when the digital revdutiofl strikes, there 

wifl be huge numbers of channels vying for our 

attentkm. Quality, recognised brand names 
and uniqueness may be foe best selling points. 

Buthow to stand out among all the audio- 
visual clutter? One way is to launch now, in 
the relatively oncrowded world of analogue, 
where maybe 40 channels are seeking eyeballs. 
Thereafter, the audiences may stick by when 
the digital era dawns. - 
The argument is particularly true for the 
BBC. The country’s largest archive of pro- 
grammes and its world-beating brand make 
it potentially a very strong player. Certainly 
Flextech understands the appeal and is wifl- 
ing to spend as much as £200m to develop foe 
new pay-TV services. • 

All these channels can expect, for now, are 
the crumbs from foe groaning table at which 
Rupert Murdoch's BSkyB feasts. These new 
channels wfll wither on foe vine if BSkyB’s 
near-monopoly in analogue pay-TV is not 
restrained from m i grating into the digital 
world. By foe same token, they offer the 
prospect of development of a real second 
force in pay-TV to counterbalance the 
monopoly power of BSkyB. 


House of Fraser announces 
overhaul after £13.6m loss 


/! 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

John Coleman, new chief 
executive of House of Fraser, 
launched a searing attack on 
his predecessors at the 
department store chain 
yesterday. 

Announcing a £50ra 
restructuring programme, he 
blamed poor customer ser- 
vice, inadequate market 
knowledge, weak buying and 
poor internal systems for foe 
‘ company's collapse to a 
£13. 6m loss in the half-year to 
July. 

Between five and 10 of the 
company's 50 stores face the 
axe as a result of a strategic re- 
view of the group, putting 
more than 1,000 of House of 
Fraser's 9,500 strong payroll at . 
risk. 

House of Fraser's shares 


closed 4_5p lower at 158p as the 
City focused on the size of Mr 
Coleman’s task in rejuvenating 
foe retailer, only three years af- 



Brian McGowan: Came out of 
retirement before the float 


ter it came to the market at a 
price of 180p. 

A collapse in sales of the 
group's “own bought” wom- 
enswear, which traditionally 
attracts a higher gross ma rgin 
than sales from m store con- 
cessions, Lay behind worse- 
than-expected losses for the 
half-year. 

Womenswear accounts for 
almost a third of House of 
Fraser’s sales, and Mr Cole- 
man admitted the company 
had made serious errors in 
that department. 

Brian McGowan, House of 
Fraser’s chairman, who came 
out of retirement to head the 
company just before it float- 
ed in 1994, dismissed the 
suggestion that he should 
take responsibility for the 
failings highlighted by Mr 
Coleman. 

“It is a question of foe role 


of foe nan-executive chairman", 
Mr McGowan, who made his 
reputation at the Williams in- 
dustrial group, said. 

“He is not there to be 
operational not even to create 
a strategy. He is there to review 
the effectiveness of that strat- 
egy and the ability of the 
executives to cany it out If he 
believes they are not up to ft, 
or there is a flaw in the strate- 
gy, then it is bis responsibility 
to change the management. 
That is what I did.” 

Analysts questioned whe- 
ther Mr Coleman had the nec- 
essary track record to turn 
round House of Fraser, which 
has seen its profits fell since 
flotation, has been losing mar- 
ket share to Debenhams and 
John Lewis, feces cash out- 
flows and, rising debts and has 
a host of operational problems 
to resolve. 


Mr Coleman admitted that 
prior to his strategic review, the 
company, whose portfolio of 
stores includes such famous re- 
tailing names as DH Evans, 
Barkers and Rackhams, knew 
little about its customers, had 
unacceptably high staff 
turnover in key areas such as 
the buying office and suffered 

led tobad*stock control and 
discounts to clear badly re- 
ceived lines. 

During the half-year under 
review, rales were up margin- 
ally to £334.7m f£322.6m). A 
trading loss of £Z5m (loss of 
£l.8m) was compounded by a 
£6.7m one-off property write- 
off and higher interest payable 
of £4.4m (£3.8m) to leave a 
pre-tax loss of £13.6m com- 
pared with last year's £4_3m 
shortfall. 

Investment cofumn, page 21 
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Doubts over IMF meeting in China 


DIANE COYLE 
and HAMISH McRAE 

W&shington 

A shadow hangs over the plans 
of the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank to hold 
next year's annual meeting in 
Hong Kong, shortly after its re- 
version to Chinese rule. This is 
the result of rising concern 
about the imprisonment of a 
Chinese member of the IMF 
staff, Mr Yang Hong, who was 
abducted while on n Fund mis- 
sion to China earlier this year. 

The staff association of foe 


Fund, charged to examine the 
legal position of Mr Hong’s 
case, wrote to all IMF governors 
on 27 September expressing 
concern about his treatment by 
the Chinese authorities. The let- 
ter has not been disclosed to the 
public for fear of damaging Mr 
Hong's position and foe authors 
will not discuss iL It is under- 
stood that it did not specifically 
call for the location of foe 
meetings to be moved, and no 
formal contingency planning 
to do so has yet begun. 

Top Fund and Bank officials 
have decided to try other 


avenues before considering 
changing the location of the 
meeting. But a cancellation 
would be an embarrassing blow 
to the Chinese as the handover 
of power in July 1997 draws 
closer. However, some senior 
staff members of the Fund be- 
lieve it will be politically very dif- 
ficult to hold the meetings in 
Hong Kong, which by next Sep- 
tember wm have reverted to 
Chinese control if Mr Hong has 
not been released. 

The Bank and Fund were in- 
vited jointly to Hong Kong by the 
Chinese and British authori- 


ties. Rind staff are partiailady 
perturbed about the circum- 
stances of Mr Hong’s abduction, 
as he was not originally part of 
the mission to China, which was 
not his area of responsibility, but 
was added at the request of tbe 
Chinese authorities. 

IMF and World Bank staff do 
not have formal diplomatic sta- 
tus, but are normally treated as 
diplomats when on overseas 
missions and so would normally 
be immune from such interfer- 
ence. Representations by the 
IMF to secure Mr Hong’s release 
have so far been unsuccessful 


Oftel warned 
of need to keep 
BT on leash 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Consumer groups have warned 
Oftel the telecommunications 
industry regulator, that it may 
need to keep retail price con- 
trols in place on British Telecom 
well into the next century. It 
emerged last night. 

. In July Oftel pledged that the 

V 1 new price controls, which take 
effect next August and run for 

four years, would he the “last r- 

Lc* tail price controls". They will cut 
the average domestic bill tn £30 
a year. Oftel said competition 
would replace foe need for a re- 
tail price control mechanism. 

But in a letter to Oftel, pub- 
Ifched yesterday, leading con- 
jsumer organisations safd this 
raised a "serious issue of prin- 
ictplc”, adding that they could 
[not share Oftd’s confidence that 
(this should be the last set of 
Iprice controls*, 

j The new price formula will 
Wjver just 2b per cent of BT s 
revenues but 8ft per cent of its 
'residential customer market. 
1 mainly lower users. 

| But the letter, signed by five 
(members of the Oftel con- 
sumer panel urges the Director 
General of Telecommumea- 
' . (dons, Don Cnuckshank, to un- 
dextake a comprehensive review 
1 of foe telecoms market in 2000 

the year before the new price 
formula expires - to establish 
how much price competition 


had developed. “We are con- 
vinced that an exercise along 
these lines to analyse and eval- 
uate emerging market forces 
will be essential before any 
conclusions can be reached as 
to what, if any. coni rote will be 
needed after ’200 1," it said. 

Members of the consumer 
panel include John Hughes, 
chairman of the National Con- 
sumer Councils economic poF 
icy committee, and Stephen 
Locke, director of research and 
policy at the Consumers' As- 
sociation. 

Their letter quotes 
Oftel’scondusions that BT re- 
mains “a very powerful domi- 
nant player in most segments of 
the UK telecoms market" and 
that “it is impossible to predict 
exactly how foe UK telecoms 
market will develop in the fu- 
ture and how competitive forces 
wfll shape it". 

Offers deputy director gen- 
eral, Anna Walker, said that 
while it believed this would be 
the last set of price controls, it 
did not mean there would be no 
further need for regulation. 

She said: “We wfll not wait for 
1999-2000 before reassessing 
the market situation. Indeed, 
preliminary work on a review of 
effective competition in tele- 
coms will bqgin this autumn and 
will include a thorough assess- 
ment of the compctitiw: position 
of BT in all its markets." 


In Brief 


• Peter Lennon, 54, and Roger Charfesworth, 50, were jailed 
for 21 and 18 months respectively after pleading guilty at the Inner 
London Crown Court, Newington Causeway, to inducing deposits 
from foe public on the basis of false and misleading statements 
and falsifying documents . A third man, Paul Hyans, 33, received 
a sentence of 200 hours of community service. The charges were 
brought after an investigation by the Bank of England into ad- 
vertisements in national newspapers for a product called foe Her- 
itage Bond Tbe advertisements prompted over 300 enquires but 
because the Bank intervened early only six deposits had been re- 
ceived. with a total value of £39,000. 

• BT has secured a £147m eight-year contract to install a cus- 
tomised telecommunications network for Lloyds TSB. The net- 
work will link all of the bank's 1,700 sites in Britain and will be 
tolled out over foe next three years. 

• September new passenger car sales in Japan rose 8.8 per cent 
year-on-year to 349,460 after increasing 1.4 per cent in August, 
foe Japan Automobile Dealers Association said. Total vehicle sales, 
including trucks and buses, increased 8.4 percent to 51 1.911 units 
after falling in August Truck sales rose 7J per cent 

• Lncas\hrity is baying Boeing Co’s cargo system business Boe- 
ing Georgia Inc for an undisclosed sum. As part of the agree- 
ment Lucas Aerospace wfll achieve increased annual sales of 
approximately £60m and obtain rights to make, sell and distrib- 
ute Boeing 747, 767 and 777 cargo systems spares directly. 

• Airbus Industrie, foe European aircraft mam rfa ctarer, has 
landed a $400ra order for eight short-range A320 and A321 jets 
from foe Singapore Aircraft Leasing Enterprise. Airbus, in which 
British Aerospace has a 20 per cent stake, added that the Sale 
had taken out options on a furtberl2 aircraft. 

• Vodafone added over 185,000 Drfnewworid-widesubscribasdur- 


strated the company had maintained its UK market share, kept pace 
with its overseas growth plans and successfully moved its analogue 
customers over to digital systems. The group now has a worid-wjde 
subscriber base approaching 3.500,000. In foe UK, the subscriber 
base at (he end of September was more than 2,655,000. 

• Bluebird Tbys yesterday purchased for cancellation 3 million 
of its ordinary shares, representing 659 per cent of its ssued share 
capital, al a price ofJ49_5p each. 

• German industrial output rose a seasonally adjusted 0.8 per 
cent in August from July and was up 0.7 per cent from a year 
earlier, after adjustment for the number of working days, the eco- 
nomics ministry said. 
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Don’t let valuable rewards slip 
through your fingers. You can gain 
Membership Rewards Points on 
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with an American Express Credit, 
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A late buying surge pushed the 
Footsie to another record dos- 
ing high and to within a 
whisker of the 4000 mark, 
helped by strong gOts and fu- 
tures markets and benign eco- 
nomic data from the US. 

The index of leading shares 
closed at 39922, up38.5, as 
traders took their cue from a 
downbeat report from US pur- 
chasing managers that seemed 
to vindicate the Federal Re- 
serve’s recent decision to leave 
interest rates unaltered. 

Volumes were nothing spe- 
cial, but many traders are con- 
vinced the 4,000 mark will be 
broken this week as cash-rich 
institutions seek to invest their 
money somewhere. 

Imperial Tobacco could not 
have picked a better day to be- 
gin its demerged life outside 
the Hanson group. 

The shares had been ex- 
pected to open at around 375p- 
380p, but they celebrated their 
debut in the blue-chip index by 


closing at 393 Jp, above their 


hefty 14 million shares 
changed hands. 

The strong showing from 
Imperial lifted shares m BAT 
Industries, which finished 6p 
better 431 Jp. Hanson, shorn 
of both Imperial and Millen- 
nium, the Grimsby-based but 
New York-quoted chemicals 
business, fared less well, dip- 
ping 0.75p to 94 Jp. 

Vickers had an eventful ses- 
sion. The shares soared to 
297 Jp in early exchanges amid 
rumours that BMW was about 
to buy its Rolls-Royce luxury 
cars unit 

In the event BMW issued a 
statement saying its Rover di- 
vision and Chrysler had 
fanned a 50:50 joint venturcto 
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PATRICK TOOHER 


in demand, with Smiths In- 
dustries up 16p to 80&5p and 
XI Group lip to the good at 
593 Jp while GKN added an- 
other 27 Jp to dose at 114?p 
on further consideration of its 
German helicopter deal 
But the hugest winner in the 
sector was Cobh am, whose 
shares soared 37p to 669 Jp in 


late trading on news that the. 
Ministry "of Defence had se- 


invest $ 5 00 m in a new engine 
plant in South America. Vkk- 


Ministry of Defence had se- 
lected its FBS joint venture as 
the preferred bidder for a 15- 
year programme worth more 


than £400m to provide aircraft 
and personnel for a new de- 
fence helicopter flying school. 

FBS is an equal joint venture 
between FR Aviation, a wholly 
owned unit of Cobbnm, Bris- 


ers fell back sharply to dose 
iust 5 d better at 288 Jp. 


just 5p better at 288 Jp. 

Other engineering and de- 
fence-related stocks were also 


tow Helicopters and Serco. 
They will supply 38 Euro- 
copter AS35QBA Squirrel sin- 
gle-engine and nine Bell 412 
twin-eogineheiicopiexs, Serco’s 
shares moved 6 Jp higher to 
615p. 

Still in the skies, hopes that 
British Airways' proposed al- 
liance with American Airlines 
would get regulatory approval 
gave the shares wings and they 

rose l4Jp to 556Jp. 

There was plenty of buying 
ahead of companies reporting 
today. Bank of Scotland caught 
the eye, advancing 8p to 255 Jp 
ahead of this morning's inter- 
im results. Pre-tax profits 
should come in around £300m 
versus £262 zel 


Elsewhere in financials, 

shares in NaticAaTVyhstmliister 
Bank gained 13p to 692p after 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett is- 
sued a buy note citing domes- 
tic cost-cutting measures and 
last month’s daksecuritisatkgL 

Plant hire group Hewden 
Stuart saw further buying 
ahead of its interim results to- 
day.Nat'Wfest is looking for pre- 
tax profits of £15 Dm vprsus 
£l9.7m last time and rates the 
shares up 5p at 135 Jp, a bijy 
for an eventual recovery in UK 
demand. 

Further proof that there is 
nQl'af^ument with a wall of 
money came yesterday when 
highly-rated pubs group JD 
Wetherspoon hit a record high 
on renewed American buying 
interest One large US fond, 
Janus, now speaks for almost 
20 per cent of the shares which 
added another 59p to 1109p. 
Bid talk has also resurfaced. 
Following last week’s £96m 
acquisition of the Tom Cob- 


leigh pubs chain by the re- . 
vamped. Rank Organisation, 
sotoe investors fed it is only a 
matter of time before Wether- 
spoon loses its independence. ■ 
.in. chemicals, Courtanlds 
was weak as SBC Warburg 
changed its recommendation 
to hold from buy after the stock 
breached the broker's 480p 
price target. The shares fell 
2Jpt0 478Jp. 

Job cuts and trie losses at de- 


seni fee shares tumbfog 


Shares in Pqrit Food* the 
Chrfatmasheiapet' group 
owned by ft* fiverton football 
chairman, Few Johnson, fell 
to a four-year low; 

Stuart Marks, who tried to, 
buyJRaAearfitar thlsyeai; 
has tibra removed from the 
board of marketing Sendees 

group Handling Solutions, a 
Park subsidiary 

FUuhtbr Mr Marks to boy 
back HSL, his old company, ‘ 
will not now proceed. Park . ; 
ended 6p off at dZJp. 


into ft 




of the day^ wus that old 
stockpickeis' faymmre. Pan 
Andean Resources. Theshsxs 
collapsed by 74 Jp p on 

news of .a drifimg report that 
showed a potential on well in 
Bolivia to be dry. US investors 
in particular are said to have 
got their fingers burnt. Last 
night Pan Andean played 
down the prospects of launch- 
ing a rights issue to fund the 
rest of the drilling programme. 


Visual Action Holdings, a 
(Dm production services ' 
group, fs paying £&Jtn for 
S&S,a Chic* ' 0 ~b*sed hirer 
of audio-visual equipment 

Tbhmd tbedeat,Vismrs 1 
drird dna Doatiugon the , 
stock market earlier this yean 
KJtinwort Benson Is placing ' 
4.1 million new shares In Vi- j 
snal at 219p. 

The stock dosed 5p up at 
225Jp. 
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MAGNUS GR1MOND 

A Stock Exchange investigation 
was believed to have been 
launched into trading in the 
AIM-listed shares of Pan An- 
dean Resources yesterday after 
they crashed by 74_5p to 40 5p 
following revelations that a key 
oil exploration well bad come 
up dry. 

The phimmetting share price, 
which wiped £17.9m off the 
value of the company, came 
amid allegations that an un- 
named broker had been given 
advance warning of yesterday's 
announcement after contacting 
the operator of the well, BHP Pe- 
troleum, part Of the Austr alian 
BHP mineral group, on Monday. 

A Stock Exchange spokes- 
woman said officials had met 
with Rowan Darlington, Pan 
Andean's nominated adviser, 
but refused to confirm that a 
formal investigation was under 
way. However, other sources 
confirmed that the Exchange 
would be looking at the share 
price movement after claims 
1 million shares were 
led between Monday 
ting and Tuesday morning, 
sudden fall in the price yes- 
lay morning forced the 
xp to bring forward the 
P announcement. 


PAN ANDEAN 
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David Bramhill, a director of 
the company who said he had 
personally lost around £lm 
from the share price slump, 
claimed yesterday he knew who 
sold the shares. “I know who the 
person is. I know who the com- 
pany is. We just rang the com- 
pany and they told us.” 

Shares in the Dublin-based 
group, which is said to have 
1,500 shareholders, have been 
run up from a low of around 9p 
last year to a high last month of 
over 135p on hopes for its 
drilling programme in Bolivia. 
Early indications suggested be- 
tween 250 million and 1 billion 
barrels of oil. the size of a 
small North Sea field, might be 
available. 


Yesterday’s results were from 
the Todos Santos X-l explo- 
ration well, the first in a series 
of 10 which BHP Petroleum had 
planned to drill over 10 years on 
Pan Andean's Chaparc block. 
Mr Bramhill said: “The infor- 
mation we have received really 
gives no cause for despair. Far 
from it, the drilling programme 
continues-” 

He said the drilling found that 
the cap rock Petaca sands “were 
mammoth: over 1,000 feet thick. 
Normally the oil industry is 
happy if it is 60 feet thick”. The 

porosity of the reservoir was also 
"excellent”. Although there 
were indications of the presence 
of hydrocarbons, the side wall 
of the formation had been frac- 
tured, allowing the ofl to migrate 
north east, Mr BramhiU said. 

BHP. which has already spent 
$40m in advance of drilling the 
well, will now evaluate the re- 
sults of the well over the rainy 
season. Mr Bramhill said both 
BHP and Pan Andean, which 
has a 20 per cent interest in the 
prospect, would be sticking 
with the project 

Ralph Singleton of Rowan 

Par tingto n added that there was 
no question of Pan Andean 
needing to mount a rights issue 
to finance the rest of the drilling 
programme. 


Limelight set to float 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Limelight Group, owner of 
some of the best-known names 
in fitted kitchens and bath- 
rooms, is planning a £180m 
stock market flotation that will 
net its founder and largest 
shareholder Stephen Boler 
£54m and leave him with a hold- 
ing worth around £36m. 

Limelight operates nationally 
through S55 showrooms trading 
under the Moben, Kitchens Di- 
rect, Dolphin and Portland 
names. Last year, the group 
made operating profits of 
£13-5m from sales of £134m, 
both of which were 12 per cent 
higher than in 1994. 


Limelight plans to issue its 
pathfinder prospectus later this 
month and expects dealings in 
its shares to commence in mid- 
November. 

Stephen Boler. who currently 
owns 50 per cent of Limelight’s 
shares, will reduce his holding to 
20 per cent He plans to stay with 
the company in a non-executive 
role. Andrew Thomas, executive 
chairman of GreenaJJs. as well 
as non-executive chairman of 
supermarket group Somerfield 
and a non-executive director of 
JJB Sports, was yesterday app- 
ointed non-executive chairman. 

Limelight’s other main share- 
holders include Schroder Ven- 
tures. which will reduce its 
holding from 27 per cent to 


about 10 per cent and ADT the 
car auctions and security group, 
which holds 10 per cent and is 
expected to sell all of its stake. 

Stephen Cotter, chief execu- 
tive, said: "The planned flota- 
tion will provide an opportunity 
to invest in (he leading national 
specialist retailer and manu- 
facturer of fully fitted home im- 
provement products. The £5bn 
home improvement market re- 
mains highly fragmented and vk 
see considerable opportunity for 
profitable growth through 
building on the strengths of our 
established brands.” 

Based mainly in the south of 
England, Limelight has grown 
from 183 showrooms at the 
end of 1993 to the current 555. 


One of the luxuries Of taking on a bas- 
ket case is being able to slag off your 
predecessors with impunity. John Cole- 
man, new chief executive of House of 
Fraser, took the opportunity with 
alacrity yesterday and painted a bleak 
picture of unparalleled retailing in- 
competence. It was Httle wonder the 
shares closed 4 Jp lower at 158p, 24p 
below the price at which the business 
was floated almost three years ago. 

The figures for the six months to July 
pretty much told the tale, even with- 
out Mr Coleman’s embellishments. 
Gross profit of £1 02.3m on sales of 
£334.7m was wiped out by operating 
expenses. The closure of a single 
store, with its attendant property write- 
offs, cost another £6.7m and £4.4m of 
bank interest completed the depress- 
ing countdown to a £ 13.6m pre-tax loss 
compared with a £43m deficit last year. 

Mir Coleman added some colour to 
those bald figures. Profits have been 
sliding since flotation, market share is 
being nanded over to John Lewis and 
Debenhams and the proportion of 


posed to concessions) is in sharp de- 
cline. In summary, the new boss 
related, prior to his arrival House of 
Fraser had been failing its customers 
with poor service and merchandise, had 
little idea who its target market was. 
was a poor buyer, had poor st ode con- 
trol and inadequate distribution. 

If you are a shareholder you might 
feel somewhat aggrieved that the pic- 
ture painted yesterday bore no relation 
to the bright scene used to sell you your 
stake in 1994. You have been had, by 
the company and its advisers, and if it 
were not for the considerable asset 
backing supporting the shares, the sit- 
uation might be rather worse. 

That is history, however, and the flip- 
side of new chief executives clearing 
the decks is that they tend to paint an 
unduly Mack picture to make their 
progress look that much more im- 
pressive. Of more concern is Mr Cole- 
man's strategy and whether it will work. 

He has strengthened the manage- 
ment team with four new directors, he 
has done detailed research to find out 
who shops at the stores and how bet- 
ter to serve them and he has launched 
the first advertising campaign for 
three years not to focus on price dis- 
counts. Coming soon is a review of the 
cost base, the creation of buying briefs 
and a study of which of the 50 stores 
are unlikely to produce a decent return. 

All good stuff. But the benefits will 
take tune to show through- Mr Cole- 
man admi ts there might not be tangi- 
ble evidence of improvement for a 
couple of years and in the meantime 
BZW's forecast of £16 .5m profits, be- 


fore a one-off hit of£50m to cover the 
rationalisation, puts the shares on a 
punchy p/e ratio of 33. Asset backing 
of maybe 120p and bid hopes m4>jht sus- 
tain the shares but they have no fun- 
damental attractions. Sell 


Watts hit by 
German winter 


Whtts Blake Beame, the world’s biggest 
miner of ball day, yesterday became tbe 
latest building materials group to 
blame Germany for disappointing 
results. Severe winter weather meant 
the group, whose specialist daw is 
used to make lavatories, tinks and ues, 
had an almost non-existent first quar- 
ter in Germany. 

The flat trading was compounded by 
previous overstocking of tiles by Ital- 
ian producers, which led to a fall-off 
in demand for the German raw mate- 
rial Together, the problems account- 
ed for the dip in pre-tax profits from 
£6.1 lm to £5.47m in the half-year to 
June, marring a four-year run of good 
results since Wbtts emerged from the 


recession in 1991. The shares accord- 
ingly dipped 5p to 5l0p yesterday." 

ft was not an auspkiousstart for new 
chief executive Graham Lawson, who 
moved over from KTZlo take the reins 
a year ago. Some may also question bis 
July decision to add to the group's re- 
serves in Germany, where ft already 
controls 45 per cent of the market But 
Mr Lawson shows an impressive com- 
mand of the business and the new as- 
sets should help consolidate the 
position of what is a genuinely unique 
group. 

As well as its commanding position 
in Germany, Witts claims 60 per cent 
of the UK market and 30 per cent in 
North America. Tbe core Devon Gays 
operation did well to raise its profits, 
albeit marginally, in view of the diffi- 
culties fcaxd by others involved mbuild- 
ing materials. It was helped by business 
won in unlikely new markets, includ- 
ing Lebanon. Turkey and Iran. 

1 Meanwhile, higher profits in the US 
suggest the business there is on the 
mend. Plans to sell one or two of the 
five sites across the Atlantic mil con- 
tinue tbe good work, although margins 
remain less than half the UK level. 

The more exciting prospects, how- 


HOUSE OF FRASER : AT A GLANCE 







ever, lie in the for East, which Walts 
has just re-entered with a joint venture 
in Indonesia. Growth rates there and 
in Malaysia are typically in double fig- 
ures as prosperity seeps out to the 
wider population. But tbe prospects are 
reflected in a forward multiple of 17, 
assuming profits of £10.2ra this year, 
while a full bid from the private Bel- 
gian group Sibekx), which bolds 49.fi 
per cent, Looks unlikely. 

Boosey's great 
performance 

Yesterday's 30p rise to 79L5p brings 
shares in Boosey & Hawkes close to 
the all-time high of 813p bit last 
month after the musical instruments 
and publishing group announced a par- 
tial victory in Us copyright dispute with 
Disney. Eventual success could bring 
a windfall of as high as £200m, ac- 
cording to some estimates, more than 
the group's total market value of 
£l55m. 

But the wrangle will run until tbe 
middle of next year at least and yes- 
terday's rise had more to do with an 
excellent set of results. Pre-tax profits 
jumped 21 per cent to £2.05m in the 
six months to June, with tbe interim div- 
idend being hoisted a quarter to 1.91p. 

That was an impressive perfor- 
mance, given the sluggish economic 
background in France, Germany and 
Japan. The instrument division Ira the 
way with an 18 per cent rise in oper- 
ating profits to £1-52 hl Boosey's strong 
brand names, which command around 
half the world market for woodwind in- 
struments. enabled tbe group to lift 
prices by 2 to 3 per cent on average. 

The music publishing and copy- 
right side shrugged off a slight dip in 
music sales to raise profits 8.9 per cent 
to £1.78m. Bote & Bock, the German 
publisher acquired earlier this year, will 
not contribute until 1997, when Boosey 
should also see the first benefits of last 
year's move to extend certain European 
copyrights by 20 years. 

But tbe immediate excitement lies 
in last month’s £17.9m acquisition of 
Rico, which dominates the world mar- 
ket for clarinet and saxophone reeds 
and marks Boosey's first move into the 
US. The potential to leverage Rico's 
products off the group's worldwide 
sales operation could be substantial. 

But even if profits hit £7. lm this year, 
the shares would still stand on a heady 
multiple of 34. High enough for now, 
unless there is a bid from Carl Fisch- 
er, the US music publisher which con- 
trols 48 per cent 


In Brief 

• Lloyd Thompson, the insurance broker, made farther advances 
in the year to June, but profits were hit by exceptional items of 
£ 16.2m which included a £4m provision in relation to Lloyd's res- 
cue plan. Profits before exceptional advanced 6 per cent to a 
record £21. 6m. Pre-tax profits, after exceptional showed a fall 
from £20.4m to £5 Jm. Earnings per share were 0.0 7p. down from 
16.76p, but a final dividend of 7p raised the payout from 9p to 
lOp. Ken Carter, chief executive, said progress had been made 
across all operations in the first three months of the current year. 

■ Tbe fight by Ennemix to remain independent against the hos- 
tile bid from Redland cost the company £850,000. casting a shad- 
ow over a return to the black at the operating level in the six months 
to June. Operating profits of £228,000 turned into pre-tax loss- 
es of £787,000. which compared with a £223,000 deficit in the same 
period last year. 

• Frogmore Estates, the property* company, said its net asset value 
fell from 473p to 454p in the year to June. The decline was at- 
tributable to falling values of retail properties and offices in Lon- 
don which had leases close to expiring. The industrial property 
portfolio has been through sales of £23-5ra. Housing investment, 
though, has been increased from £77m to £1 13m. Trading sales 
of £52m yielded profits of £33.6m. The final dividend rose from 
14p to 14.9p. 

• Ash & Lacy, the engineering group, boosted half-year profits 
by 62 per cent to £4.Sm before tax. helped by the acquisition of 
Cl. The company also offset the fall in copper prices, which re- 
duced profits by £501.1,000. The interim dividend is being lifted 
from O.lp to 2.7p. 

• MSB International, the information technology recruitment 
company, reported a 71 per cent surge in interim taxable prof- 
its to £2.35m on turnover ahead by 9i per cent to almost £3ftra. 
Earnings per share, excluding flotation costs, advanced from 4.8p 
to 7.9p. The maiden interim' dividend is 2p. 

• QS Holdings, the clothing retailer, saw interim pre-tax losses 
double to £1.5m due to difficult trading in (he first quarter and 
cold weather in May. There is no interim dividend. However, the 
company said sales bad improved since June. 

• ChartweU International, which publishes books and magazines 
in Russi an and is quoted on the Alternative Investment Market, 
lost £1.47m before tax on sales of £5. 15m in the II months to 
June. 

• Celtic Resources is buying a 50 per cent stake for an undis- 
closed sum in a silver, lead and zinc deposit in the Republic of 
Sakha, part of the Russian Federation. 

■ Cardinal Business Group, the office equipment and overnight 
parcels delivery company, was hit in the first half of the year by 
£500.000 of compensation paid to two former main board directors 
and a director of a subsidiary. Group pre-tax losses for the six 
months to June deepened from £747,000 to £1.1 2m. 
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European Leisure calls on shareholders for £llm to fund an expansion of its themed bars and snooker clubs 

Leisure group 
rights issue 





European Leisure, which was 
dose to going to the wall a 
couple of years ago under a bur- 
geoning mountain of debt, yes- 
terday tapped shareholders for 
funds to accelerate the opening 
programme of its theme bars 
and Riley snooker dubs. It also 
announced plans to reduce the 
number of shares owned by its 
bankers. 

Thc company plans to double 
the number of its Liberty and 
Berlins venue bar formats with 
five new opening of each, tak- 
ing total sites to 19. In addition, 
10 further Riley's US Pool 
Lounge sites wfll be developed, 
taking total Riley sites to 64. 

Some of the £1 lm rights is- 
sue will also be used for research 
and development of new fruit 
machines by its Maygay sub- 
sidiary, which is benefiting from 
gaming deregulation. 


Commenting on the expan- 
sion plans, Ian Rock, chief ex- 
ecutive of the company which is 
best known for its Hippodrome 
and Camden Palace nightclubs 
in London, said: “We will be fo- 
cused about this expansion. 
These are formats which work 
so let’s stick with them." 

European Leisure’s balance 
sheet is in considerably better 
shape than during the recession, 
a period when the company’s 
financial problems were com- 
pounded by dwindling atten- 
dances at its venues. 

Mr Rock expects gearing to 
drop from 85 to 56 per cent 
once the two-for-three rights is- 
sue at 145p per share is com- 
pleted, and other previously 
announced share conversions 
are taken into account. Euro- 
pean Leisure’s shares rose 4p to 
169p on tbe news. 



Plans to focus on formats which work; Ian Rock, chief executive of European Leisure, which owns the Hippodrome 


Boler gets out of the kitchen and into the desert 


One of the key winners in the 
flotation of Limelight kitchens and 
bathrooms was not even in the 
country when it was announced 
yesterday. 

Stephen Boler. the company’s 53- 
year-old co-founder, was in the 
Kalahari desert in southern Africa, 
working on h is latest project 

Mr Boler, who will net around 
£50m from the Limelight float, is 
iifcelv to invest at least pan of those 
funds in the development of a huge 
game reserve in the Kalahari 

At the moment, Mr Boler is 
supervising work on the final stages 
of (he pork's development. Work 
started two years ago and involved 
the introduction of 3,000 head of 
game and the construction of a 
game lodge to accommodate 20 to 
25 people. The idea is that safaris 
will cover tile operating costs of the 
park, though the capital is unlikely 
to be recovered. 

Mr Boler, who also owns a 13 per 
cent stake in Manchester City 
football dub, retains a house in 
Cheshire and spends half his time 
in the UK. 

But he has dearly decided that 
(he middle of the desert is the best 
place to be during Manchester 
City's continuing crisis. 

Graham Lancaster, co-founder of 
the Biss Lancaster PR agency, has a 
new novel published by Hodder & 
Stoughton next week. Entitled 
“Grave Song”, it is a thriller set 


People & Business 


against the theme of downsizing in 
a major corporation. 

The protagonist is a senior 
secretary who knows all the 
company’s darkest secrets. When 
she is made redundant in one of the 
company’s cost-cutting measures 
she decides that rather than go 
quietly she will do her utmost to 
bring her old company to its knees. 
The plot lead into a dark web of 
computer viruses and a derivatives 
scam. 

“It’s an issue I feel strongly about 
and ought to be addressed/’ Mr 
Lancaster says. 

“Major companies should think 
about it a lot more than they do. 
The book is meant to be an 
enjoyable read but with a serious 
issue at its heart I've dedicated ft 
to the downsized everywhere." 

Iain Wattere, the Falstaffian 
director at property group MEPC, 
is struggling to fill the pages of his 
charity foodie's book . The notion, 
you may recall, is to invite property 
bigwigs to submit their favourite 
meal for inclusion in the book but 
only if they stump up the required 
£1,000. The money goes to 
Centrepoint, the charity for the 
homeless. 

At the moment, however, the 
publication will be more of a 


pamphlet than a book as the 
properly honchos are failing to 
come up with the readies. 

Mr Watters wrote to more than 
50 property chairmen and chief 
executives but has so far received 
positive responses from just seven. 
The hit list included the likes of 
Ron Spinney of Hammerson and 
John Ritblat of British Land. No 
doubt their cheques are in the post. 

Graham Lawson, chief executive of 
Witts Blake Bearne, which 
produces day for use in making 
lavatories and basins, is still 
smarting from a recent plumbing 
incident in the Ukraine. 

On a recent visit to the former 
Soviet republic, be turned on the 
hot tap in his hotel room only to 
find a horrid, brown sludge 
emerging. 

Judging by the reaction of the 
hotel staff to his complaint, this is 
perfectly normal. 

“They asked me if the cold water 
was working OK, which it was. 

They then just shrugged their 
shoulders and said, ‘What are you 
complaining about?’” 

Mr Lawson had entertained 
vague notions of finding some 
Ukranian customers for his clay. 
But the state of the local plumbing 
has made him think twice. 


Sir Anthony Cleaver, the former 
IBM chief executive, is to become 
the chairman of management 
consultancy Strategic Partnership. 

The consultancy helps businesses 
address the findings of tbe Royal 
Society of Arts’s inquiry, called 


“Tomorrow’s Company". Also 
joining the board is Patrick 
McHugh, who is vice president of 
management consultancy, AX 
Kearney. 

Nigel Cope 
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Stephen Boler: May spend proceedsfrom Limelight onagamereserve 
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Independent Fantasy Football 

Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 

Top FHh League Table 



^ I "\oday we publish the latest 
[■-: results in our Independent 

-iL Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs. 

Listed below you will find two scores. 
The Week 7 (Wk 7) column shows all 
points scored in matches played 
between Monday 23 - Sunday 29 
September inclusive. The Overall 
(Ov) column shows the total amount 
of points scored in all matches played 
from Saturday 17 August - Sunday 29 
September. 

We are also publishing our Top 50 
League table (see right). It lists the 
overall top scoring Independent Fan- 
tasy Football managers and their teams 
for matches played between Saturday 
17 August - Sunday 22 September. 
Results will be published every 
Wednesday in The Independent for all 
games played from the previous Mon- 
day to Sunday inclusive. They will also 
appear the following Sunday, in the 
Independent on Sunday. 

The overall Top 50 League table will 
be printed eveiy Wednesday and again 
on Sunday. 

If your player of manager has been 
injured or transferred out of the 
Premiership, don’t despair, there will 
be a chance to update your team in our 
transfer period which will be 
announced soon. 



Top rmy league i ablj 

CALCULATED ON HATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 22 SEPTEMBER 


PEtEZES 

The overall winner at the end the ultimate prize - a trip to the plus the final. In addition, the 
of the season will be the entrant 1998 World Cup in France. The highest scoring team each month 
who has accrued more points than winner, plus companion, will see will win a pair of tickets to one 
any other Independent Fantasy all the action of a quarter-final of England’s World Cup 
Football team in that time. Win and a semi-final of their choice, qualifying games at Wembley. 


4 points for a goal 2- 4 points for a goalkeeper/defender clean sheet * 3 
points for a successful assist a 1 point when a player is selected and plays 
2 1 point for a winning goal s 3 points for a manager win , 1 point for a 
draw - Lose 1 point for a yellow card & Lose 3 points for a red card 


Ipos. 

NAME 

TEAM 


I 

Mr David Edmondson 

Edmo United 

282 

2 

Mr Paul Davies 

Chateau Nurse United 

278 

3 

Mr Stephen Lawrence 

Teassa's Little Marrows 

277 

3 

Mr Steven Hart 

Kees Cowboys 

277 

5 

Mr P S Srai 

Simply The Best 

276 

5 

Mr Steve Payne 

No Future in Facray 

276 

5 

Mr Peter G Sherlock 

Lincoln St Giles 

276 

5 

Mr Chris Murray 


276 

5 

Mr Jonathan Furness 

Red Star Cardiff 

276 

5 

Mr P Srai 

Dazza Boys 

276 

5 

Mr D J Robinson 

Tank for England 

276 

12 

Mr S A Scott 

Seven Backbone 

275 

13 

Mr Steve Baznott 

[Jazzy's Defence 

274 

14 

Mr Gary Hood 

G. N. H 2 

273 

14 

Mr Ian Newcastle 

S.G.W 

273 

16 

Mr Peter Nelson 


272 

16 

Mr R Jones 

R.J.4 

272 

16 

Mr G Lake 

Basket of Eggs 

272 

16 

Mr Gerald Whitehead 

Jezventus 

272 

20 

Mr P Srai 

Dunkin is the Best 

271 

21 

Mr Michael Mitchell 

Persidkms Albion 

270 

21 

Mr Michael Dews 

That's Handy Harry 

270 

21 

Mr Taddy Falls 

Curio nan Crackers 

270 

21 

Mr Carl Britton 

Maple Mousse E 

270 

25 

Mr Ian Newcastle 

S.G.W.2 

269 

25 

Ms Lucy Creanor 

Eariton 

269 

25 

Mr Graham Murfitt 

Cleansheet F C 

269 

25 

Mr Tony Hanna 

Alice Fergins 

269 

25 

Mr Nigel Pain 

Up and Running 

269 

30 

Mr David R Baker 

Baker Boys 5 

267 

30 

Mr Paul Kingdon 

Rippers Third Time Lucky 

267 

30 

Ms C M Down 

The Deal's Reserve 

267 

30 

Mr Dez Welboume 

Defensive Posture 

267 

30 

Mr Andy Beard 

D3 Milan 

267 

30 

Mr Steve Payne 

Munderfield Tuesday 

267 

36 

Mr Aaron Jones 

Cathron 2 

266 

36 

Mr John Perkins 

Hamoaze Racing F C 

266 

36 

Mr D J Hornsby 

Good Evans 

266 

36 

Mr Chris Scott 

Bruce Lee F C 

266 

40 

Mr Richard Houston 

Shear A Rip Off 

265 

40 

Mr R Jones 

RJ3 

265 

42 

Mr Bill Clague 

Amen Comer Kickers 

264 

42 

Mr Richard Coley 

Hattrick Delights 

264 

42 

Mr Peter Frankental 

Sandimo 

264 

42 

Mr Jonathan McCrossan 

Washtops Army 

264 

46 

Dr lom Boyle 

Last Gasp Gullitts 

263 

46 

Dr John Pepper 

Peppers 

263 

46 

Mr Stuart John 

Woodstock Wanderers 

263 

46 

Ms Rebecca Kaye 

Redbrook Devils 

263 

46 

Mr Peter Frankental 

Jose Marti 

263 

46 

Mr Jonathan Coe 

JC's Jelly Babies 

263 


Team Market and Scores 

OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 29 SEPTEMBER; WEEK 7 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 23 - 29 SEPTEMBER 


CODE PLAYER 

TEAM 

POINTS 

VALUE 

CODE PLAYER 

TE\M 

POINTS 

VALUE 




Wk7 

Ov 

(£m> 




Wk7 

Ov 

(£m ) 


GOALKEEPERS 


458 

454 

M 

jit. 

EVE 

EVE 

4 

0 

24 

0 

3.0 

2? 

.*00 

Seaman 

ARS 

3 

-n 

S' 1 

4«) 

EVE 

5 

27 

L.9 

.to* 

Bovttich 

AV 

0 

II 

4.0 

4b3 

Jobvjn 

LEE 

1 

15 

2.7 

.104 

305 

Flowurs 

KJurinc 

BLA 

CHE 

5 

U 

1 

5 

0 

i: 

21 

5.2 

3.7 

4o4 

4n5 

Ktllv 

Wcthcrall 

LEE 

LEE 

l 

0 

16 

13 

3.6 

33 

-Vto 

307 

30S 

Hitchcock 

Ourumn: 

FiLin 

aiE 

COV 

cov 

■S 

1L 

tl 

I_S 

L5 

4nn 

4i.r 

4bS 

Dorico 

remherton 

Walsh 

LEE 

LEE 

LEI 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

19 

3.2 

1.2 

300 

Sauihjlt 

EVE 

5 

19 

3D 

46° 

Grayson 

LEI 

4 

19 


3J0 

Martyn 

LEE 

1 

lb 

3_3 

470 

Whitlow 

LEI 

5 

IS 

12! 


Jjtno 

LIV 


24 

4.7 

473 

Watts 

LEI 

5 

20 

1.6 

335 

Pnolc 

LEI 

II 

0 

15 

(.Li 

474 

Babb 

LTV 

1 

0 

27 

3.7 

33o 

Hi’ult 

DER 

1 

10 

475 

Jones tR) 

LIV 

0 

2.7 

337 

Schmckhcl 

MU 

5 

18 

5.5 

47«> 

WrUhl 

LIV 

it 

21 

2.R 

33 S 

Vk.ilsh 

MID 

it 

it 

3.0 

477 

Ruddock 

LTV 

1 

T 

3.U 

3.W 

Smicck 

NEW 

0 

14 

1 

3.7 

473 

Scales 

LIV 

1 

1 

4.4 

3411 

Hivloo 

L'roNsie)' 

NEW 

(i 

.1, i 

474 

Harkncss 

LIV 

0 

0 

1 1 

>45 

NOT 

I 

In 

2.7 

48U 

Neville (G) 

MU 

5 

17 

3.7 

344 

Wright ' 

NOT 

0 

U 

1_3 

483 

Neville (PI 

MLl 

0 

7 

3.7 

345 

Bci<unt 

SOT 

I 

Hi 

[ & 

484 

Irwin 

MU 

5 

28 

4.1 

34 1* 

Pruv-inan 

SW 

1 

In 

17 

485 

Pnllisier 

MU 

4 

18 

4.9 

347 

Colon 

SUN 

l 

24 

ID 

4Sb 

Muv 

MU 

5 

17 

3.0 

.3*8 

Whlkcr 

TOT 

1 

20 

3.4 

487 

Vickers 

MID 

1 

11 

n 

340 

MiUovko 

WH 

l 

H 

3D 

488 

Pearson 

MID 

0 

.7 

7 n 

550 

Sullh-an 

WIM 

6 

24 

1.8 

4S9 

While 

MID 

J 

<f 

i i 


49tt 

Cos 

MID 

1 

14 

L5 


DEFENDERS 



493 

Albert 

NEW 

0 

5 

4.1 





— 


494 

Hnwey 

NEW 

u 

15 

3.7 

4l« 

Dixon 

ARS 

5 

26 

J.I 

495 

Peacock 

NEW 

0 

8 

3D 

■UV 

W1ntcrt*um 

ARS 

5 

32 

3.1 

49b 

Barton 

NEW 

0 

0 

33 

404 

Bould 

ARS 

5 

21 

3.0 

497 

Beresford 

NEW 

0 

6 

1 1 

405 

Adants 

ARS 

3 

4 

5J 

49S 

Cooper 

NOT 

I 

15 

3j> 

4Ut> 

Kclkaq 

ARS 

5 

29 

3.7 

499 

Cbcnle 

NOT 

0 

12 

2.4 

407 

SUunton 

AY 

0 

21 

3D 

500 

Jerkan 

NOT 

I 

12 

19 

41 If. 

Southgate 

AV 

i) 

2S 

5.2 

503 

Lyttlo 

NOT 

1 

3 

ID 

409 

McGrath 

AV 

0 

0 

3.0 

504 

Pearce 

NOT 

1 

17 

3.4 

430 

Ehiocu 

AV 

0 

27 

3.0 

505 

Monkou 

SOT 

0 

0 

ZS 

J33 

Wright 

AV 

0 

23 

3.4 

506 

Dodd 

SOT 

0 

8 

1 1 

434 

Tllei 

AV 

0 

0 


507 

Be noli 

SOT 

0 

4 


435 

Berg 

BLA 

0 

6 

xJ 

SOS 

Charlton 

SOT 

12 

24 

* ■* 

43f> 

Le Saux 

BLA 

t) 

0 

4.0 

509 

Nolan 

SW 

1 

19 

1.9 

437 

Ccilu man 

BLA 

5 

u 

3.7 

530 

Atherton 

SW 

1 

20 

1.9 

43$ 

Hendn- 

BLA 

5 

12 

4.4 

533 

Walker 

SW 

1 

12 

IS 

430 

Kcnna 

BLA 

<i 

7 

1.1 

534 

Stefanovic 

SW 

1 

20 

1.6 

440 

Duh:rry 

CHE 

0 

i 

3.0 

535 

Melville 

SUN 

1 

23 

2.2 

443 

Pelreseu 

CHE 

1 

24 

3D 

536 

Kubhrid 

SUN 

1 

17 

K2 

444 

Phelan 

CHE 

0 

II 

1.9 

537 

Bull 

SUN 

1 

23 

1 1 

445 

Lebt/ouf 

CHE 

0 

37 

-4;4 

538 

Campbell 

TOT 

1 

20 

3.7 

446 

SinLlair 

CHE 

n 

0 

■i ■* 

539 

Caklcrwood 

TOT 

1 

17 

2.9 

447 

Min 10 

CHE 

0 

10 

1.3 

540 

Austin 

TOT 

n 

0 

Z2 

448 

Dai&h 

COV 

s 

3 

2.7 

543 

Edinburgh 

TOT 

i 

18 

1.6 

449 

Show 

COV 

n 

5 

1 -i 

544 

Mahbult 

TOT 

u 

5 

17 

450 

Burrows 

COV 

5 

9 

■* 

545 

Dicks 

WH 

1 

19 

3.5 

453 

Sumac 

DER 

0 

13 

.u 

54ft 

Bilk 

WH 

4 

17 

3.7 

454 

POwtrU (C) 

DER 

1 

in 

1.8 

547 

Riepcr 

Hall 

WH 

1 

15 

2.7 

455 

Wassail 

DER 

0 

0 

1 1 

548 

WH 

0 

0 

27 

45A 

Short 

EVE 

5 

i- 

3.0 - 

549 

Bowen 

WH 

1 

18 


457 

Wabon 

EVE 

0 

5 

17 

550 

Pearce 

WIM 

0 

0 



PLAYER 

TEAM 

POINTS 

Wk7 Ov 

VALUE 

<£m) 

Ree\x» 

WTM 

0 

0 

ID 

Thom 

WIM 

0 

0 

1.8 

Thatcher 

WIM 

0 

16 

2.7 

MIDFIELDERS 



Mcrson 

.ms 

1 


4.4 

Platt 

ARS 

I 

8 

4J} 

Piirl<5nr 

ARS 

5 

11 

14 

Hclder 

ARS 

0 

2 

3.7 


POINTS VALUE CODE PLAYER TEAM 


Wk7 Ov (£m) 


POINTS VALUE 

Wk7 Ov <£m) 


HOIkr 

Taylor 

Townsend • 

Draper 

Doras 

Wilcox 

Ripley 

Sherwood 

Ritcrofr 

Gullit 

Di Mnneo 

Wise 

Newton 

Peacock 

Sal dko 

Tetter 

Richardson 

McAllister 

Jess 

Simpson 
Asanovfc 
Vhn Dcr Latin 


b54 

Ebbrell 

EVE 

l 

4 

1.9 

soo 

655 

Kandicbkis 

EVE 

5 

.15 

6.7 

WH 

656 

Parkinson 

EVE 

1 

7 

1J5 

804 

657 

Stuart 

EVE 

5 

11 

.25 

806 

658 

Grant 

EVE 

0 

4 

22: 

S.17 

659 

Bciwycr 

LEE 

0 

12 

3.0 

808 

660 

Wallace 

LEE 

1 

2 

1-S 

SIN 


Palmer 

1EE 

0 

I 

3.0 

8J0 

664 

Barnes 

LTV 

i 

19 

3.0 

834 

665 

Redknapp 

LIV 

1 

3 

52 

835 

bbft 

McManaman 

LTV' 

4 

25 

5.9 

836 

6ft/ 

McAteer 

LIV 

0 

L2 

3.7 

837 

b68 

Thomas 

LIV 

6 

16- 

3.0 

838 

669 

Giggs 

MU 

4 

16 

7.4 

839 

670 

Bcsttum 

MU 

0 

17 

5.2 ’ 

840 

673 

Keane 

MU 

0- 

4 

65 

843 

674 

Bun 

MU 

4 

15 

4J 

• 844 

675 

Sharpe 

LEE 

1 

t5 

30 

845 

676 

Juninho 

MID 

0 

29 

5.9 

846 

677 

Emerson 

MID 

1 

14 

4A 

84/ 

.678 

HigneW 

MID 

0 

...0 

2S_ 

848 

679 

Mmre 

MID 

1 

4 

1.2 

849 

bSO 

Lee 

NEW 

U 

12 

3.6 

$50 

o83 

BatYv 

NEW 

0 

10 

45 

85.1 

684 

Gillespie 

NEW 

0 

4 

4.0 

854 

685 

Ginola 

NEW 

0 

9 

4 2 

855 

686 

Clark 

NEW 

0 

6 

3 St 

856 

087 

Wean 

NOT 

4 

10 

3.4 

S57 


688 Ban-Williams NOT l 

6S9 Slone NOT 0 

MO Gemmill NOT 0 

693 Parker LEI 1 

694 Enlor LEI 1 

695 Izzeti LEI 1 

696 Waddle SW 0 

b97 Blinker SW 1 

698 Jones SW 0 

699 Hyde SW 1 

■700 Magfllon SOT-- -2 — 

703 Vfernsofl SOT J 0 

704 Meaner SOT 1 1 

705 MGnv SUN T 

706 Rae ' SUN 1 

707 Agnew SUN .. I 

70S Andenon TOT 0 

709 Fox TOT 1 ' 1 - 

730 HoweUs - : TOT ‘ 0 • 

733 Sinton.-. TOT 1- 

734 wntramain WU> . . ..0. 

735 Dumiiresca WH 1 

736 Hughes WH 4 

737 Moucur WH 1 

73S Bishop ■ WH 1 

739 Jones WIM 1 

740 Earle WIM 5 

743 Ardtey WIM.. 5‘ 

74J... Fear-. .>■ WIM 1 0 : 

STRIKERS 


. ARS 
’ ARS 
ARS 
AV 
AV 
AV 
AV 
NEW 
BLA 


8 Robins 

9 Cantona 
Scfaolcs 
Cole 
Fjonoft 
Kavanclli 


Beardsley 

868 Asprilla 

869 Ferdinand 

870 --- Saunders 


0 

• -i . 

i 7 

873 


1 

r 

■ r To 

12 

2.2 
- 3.0 

-874 

875 

Campbell 

'Booth 

l 

.. 1 i . 

: 2.7 

-876 

Hirst 

i 

. li 

JD 

877 

Bright 

LeTbsicr 

0 

-,.r6 ■ 

6.7 

878 


879 Sbippcriey 

880 Watson 
883 Kellv 
884. Stewart 

885 She fin gharri 

886 Armstrong 

887 Rosenthal 

888 Futre 

889 Raducaoia 
Dowic 

893 Holdsworth 
894' <■ Goodman 
895 Ekciku 


MANAGERS 


RULES .USD CONDITIONS 
1. Only enincs made via The Independent 
Indc|xnJcn[ tin Sunday Fan low Rxnhall 
■ H final reg ru rain m phonehneiwllh! valid. 
2 Fiir s><ur Faniovy fimihall turn selection 
>mi may uni) u*c the plaurt puNefaed m 
the mYieial ISi<. printed in The Independent 
lndL|vndeni t>n Sunday. 

.\ Eturio nnw comprrc 1 ! players and one 
manager. The pLyer- bum cuossi ot a goal- 
keeper plit, uiw ol i be fuur team fcvruia- 
lh'r& listed hill. The U<lal e»i>t of the team, 
including manager, must not exceed £411 
million. 


■>. FA Curling Premiership [nulhaUer. have 
been aligned a lieiHmal transfer value hy 
our expert* atari) reprysetu current ahtli- 
I* TIktc win be no eom-ponduncc ratal- 
ins in player, or ihcir licuuiul value. 

?. Indere-ndeM Fjflta. F.ostuS route, are cal- 
eulaiial on oD rumdus in the FA Catling Pry- 
nucnbfL Rdniv ate unaided uoa irding lu the 
saonni; synctn described in “Hew la Score". 
6- In the viinl that a goalkeeper or a de- 
fender Li Mthflitulud, Uie player adMiluI- 
«d and the ^twinulc ore both deemed 
in have played in the match in 
uue&imn. Tneturnre. if there is a dean 


sheet hath ptoyere shall Is: credited. 

7. The overall pruu ot the IW8 World Cup 
trip will a> In the team ubnw total score 
exceeds that rrf any olber team over the 
wl> do season If there u a tie. a simple draw 
will take place. 

8 One pair of tickets to sec England play 
at Wcmbk) wiD he maided hr the manag- 
er whose team's pom is exceed ibai of any 
utiwr m.inap-r JufnSA any moitth. The 
months ore: Month 1: 1 'UjA'k to ILTOMr. 
Month !■ llWi 1 * in 27/10.** Month M 
2.V1U96 to 2* I 1.9b Month 4: 2S.'l !."» in 
22 ; IZ9b Month 5: 1V1296 lu IMHN7 


Month M 20411 97 to ZVU2/97 Month 7: 
24*12/07 in 16/0.197 Month 8: 1 7, TOW to 
2l WJ4/07, In the event of a lie a single draw 
will take place. 

o. Onh FA L jrimj! Premienfiip maid*-, ap- 
ply. if a pUyvr b transferred out orthe Pre- 
mier League ur w iiilMc to play fnr any 
other reason, that player will not scon: with- 
tn this fame from that point on until he re- 
■ftimei. playing m the Premier League. 

1(1 All prints scored duringaliftcmienlup 
malefic, count inwnnh the union/ team's tn- 
ul score lor iiic season and the Gnat top prat 
No cup or interna Uiwml matches count. 


II Tram fcleclicns, unn: made, cannot be 
altered until such lime as a transfer lai may 
be published m connection with fantasy 
Football There is no [turn to the number 
of entries any- peimi or household may 
make iw individual entry. One PIN daim 
number" mil he mud for each valid team 
/cgpararton. You must keep your PIN daim 
number safe. 

12- Qosinc date for entries lb 5pm. llSep- 
tonher IWA. 

15. The eoiupelilion is open to resident* nf 
the UK and Kepuhlkoi Ireland only. En- 
trants under 18 must be ahlc to provide vrit- 


Rideoul - EVE 0;.‘- ^ 

Yeboah LEE 0 

Rush iFP 0 

Deane LEE 0 

GaOvomrc LTV 5 

Porter LTV 0 

Claridgc LEI 0 

Heskcy LEI 6 

ten peradwkm (rotn patent or guardian if 
mjuatedandaskpiainimteqfTwniheper- 
(00^ who pays the telephone eh arges before 
phoning ihcir entry. 

14 . Inaudible, mcnmpkie. incorrect or 
those Buries consuteicd ohsocne will not be 
accepted. Newspaper Puh&hinpple are not 
responsible for entnee lost or delayed in 
uansfcr. Proof of magnelic transcript unot 
accepted as proof of entry. 

15. Emplovoes of Ncwrnmcr Pubtistfing pk. 
Europum Piornodore LlATTM. agous and 
fantants an- not allowed to enter. Numal 
Newspaper Puhlcdnng pic rule* apply. 


. .1 

•■30 1 .' 

.7.2' 

-900 

Keegan 

NEW 

n 

: wS 

18 

3.7 

903 

Ferguson 

MLl 

3 

0 

9 

6.7 

904 

Evans 

LIV 

J 

0 

10 

4.4 

905 

Rioch* 

ARS 

0 

0 

16 

35 

906 

Rovle 

EVE 

j 

0 

7 

2.4 

907 

Harford 

BLA 

1 

0 

27 

1L1 

908 

Francis 

TOT 

0 

1 

L2 

3.7 

909 

WiUanson* 

LEE 

0 

5 

IS 

&1 

930 

Redknapp 

WH 

0 

0 

11 

4.4 

933 

Gtlllil 

CHE 

I 

0 

6 

25 

934 

Clark 

NOT 

1 

•;T.T7 

11 ”• 

”417 

■93S 

Robson 

MID 

0 

V l ■ 

1.1 

52 

936 

Reid . 

SUN 

0 

/a 

0 

(45 

937 

Soaness 

SOT 

3 

■X-, 1/ 

u 

-.35 

938 

O'Neill 

LEI 

1 

: V-l'- 

* 

25 

939 

Smith . 

DER 

.0 

. • 

Li" ' 

310 

■ 940 

KSmtenr • 

WIM 

6 

‘ '0 - . 

.-14 

6.7 

943 

Atkinson 

COV 

I 

■' e -■ 

- 0 

3.7 

. W4 

Urtle 

AV 

- 0 


-;3 >•' 

3.0 

945 

JTeat 

SW 

0 


* Currently out of manage raum 
Scans .ire xulyccf hi FA ctm/uvianiiii 


16U K rails wm he charged utWpixj mi Bile 
cbeap rate and 4flp per minute at all other 
utnes. Republic oflrabndcalbwinowiSRp 
per minute inriudine VAT at ufl limes. En- 
tiK«. made tw pay pbooc will coil appton- 
nnii-hi double that of a normal phone- Your 
call should not last more titan 65 minutes. 

Make sure your tram selection iff CWTM be- 
fore dulling so Out «nur call it tor the mm- 

nmim dtunuon. 

ITNeregstlM Pu Wishing pfc reseraoi the 
ngW tn stop the game at atw time and change 
rite auditions. Tbe Editor's deemonis'' 
Anal in all mauera relating to the game. No 


corropimdcncu. cither in wnime nr hv 
iL'ItrotuiiH.-. will he entered into. 

IK You may recurve mtuitr utfeK or infi>r- 
malion from Ncw^iaper IhiMishtiig ntc or 
approved comp an rex It vou Jo mu wsdi u» 
receive these please wpt'c to. ludepondcnt 
fiuttasy FootbalL One Canada Square. 
Canary Wharf, Ixindon EI4 SDL 
19. Should you have any difficulty in reps- 
niT?^^rivy n ' F* eiBe “'I nur hiriplmc >m 
PremattR Newspaper PiddUhtt pk. One 

Cauda Sqaare, C*miry Whart Loadan. 
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OCTOBER 3 d 96 


Reponse is positive as 


dallies 


RICHARD EDMOND SON 
reports from Newmarket 

^JSS^SPjR: 

SXfiSfeiSS * The 

•T'wSwSSdSdSS 

SsSfisSsa 

tne 1,UU0 Guineas favourite at 
jjf j™* 1 °* P^y- He looked a lit- 
te I ^£ k ? edw&h himself »f- 

hcU^r. Gr ° UP ° Qe race ’ 

The Irishman’s mount. 
Dazzle, lost her position as 
favourite for the Classic after 
being set the sort of assignment 
Jajyjould have seen HercSe? 
towel being thrown into the ring. 
There are few adages that stand 
the passage of time in racing but 
one of the more pertinent is that 
you cannot give ground away in 
slowly run races, especially in 
high-quality ones. 

This rule seemed to escape 
ration though as he trotted 
along at the rear of the field, 
seemingly in the belief that the 
fitly beneath him had the sort 
of acceleration to break the 
earth’s gravitational puH When 
the pounce to the line arrived 


Dazzle indeed np some 
ground cm the horizon specks, 
but it was never going to Se^f- 
fiaem. She finished fourth, 
beaten two and a half l e ng ths. 

Fall on did offer some words 
in mitigation: “She did not re- 
ally enjoy the dip and perhaps 
I should have asked her sooo- 
er to gel her r unning; into it," he 
said. “But IsiiD don’t ihfalr 
she would have wot.” 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: SpeetfimB 
(Safisbury 3L10) 

NB: Ink Pot 
(Newcastle ZOO) 

Dazzle’s trainer, Michael 
Stoute, is not a man to castigate 
his employees in public, but be 
had to compose himself before 
delivering his thoughts on the 
race. “Maybe she wasn’t at her 


ceierate.-'he said, “bat Ijust felt 
she was leftstranded at the back 
of the field. Knowfog *ha» they 
were going to kick down that bill 
and go, I would have wanted her 
to be a little closer than that." 
Then the trainer was off, before 
real thoughts could escape 
through his mouth. 


Dante's defeat was doubly 
hurtful for punters as she was' 
a 4-9 shot here and also 7-2 
famurite for the 1,000 Guineas 
(she is sow out to 12-1). For 
some reason, though, the book- 
makers, who have been more 
than willing to discuss profit 
margins this week, did not com- 
ment on the day’s trading. 

These events left the ante- 

post market in a dreadful jnm- 
bJe and the market leader by 
default b now Henry CccjTs 
S leepytime. She, too, was the 
victim of pilot error at Ascot on 
Sunday when Pat Eddeiy 
brought her run to a halt as ef- 
fective ly as if be bad galloped 
the filly up a ramp and into a 
furniture wagon. Fallon will 
hope his, and Sleepytime's, 
traffic problems wiH be ewer nod 
season when he takes up fab 
post as Cecil’s retained rider. 

It was ironic in this atmos- 
phere of troubled jockeyship 
that the CheveJey Park should 


charted the path of Us sister Qct- 
quette's Pas De Reponse. 

The trainer's pedigree in the 
race is incomparable as she 
has now won it three times from 
as many efforts following the 
victories of Ma Bicfae (1982) and 
Ravinella (1987), both of whom 
went on to 1,000 Guineas sue-' 
cess. 

Mme Head went into the 
race professing that Pas De 


of staying the mfle of the Clas- 
sic, but just over 70 seconds and 
a persuasive perfbnnance later 
the seed of expectation was 
flourishing in her mind. “Tbday, 
at the end, she was going away 
and you can win the Guineas 
with a horse that doesn’t stay,” 
she said. “Ma Bicfae didn’t stay. 
And for me this filly is litre 


the same sort of reception that 
greeted William the Conqueror 
when he crosses the Channel: 
Fteddie Head’s scrapbook of 
memorable British Tides does 
not have too many entries but 
be was faultless here, as he 


and she has won the same 
races. I love to come here.” 

1997 14XW GUINEAS: Cool; 4-1 SMpy- 
MNb S-lMwniOrVtoVfc HVlRMCMw; 
13-1 Dante, 14-1 PM Do (tannas. Rad 
CannftaA SMyiK LadbtototK 7-2 Stanr- 
dma. 5-1 Rnna Of VatwL 8-1 Dante, 16- 
1 Moonltfl tWadUa & PM Da RaponM, 12-1 
Wwmh; W— It 11^ StoapyBmt, 6- 
1 Raarm Of V***, 7-1 PM Da taponaa, 8- 
1 Dante. 12-1 Moorkdx PmsdM.14-1 Rtxs 
Rhar. KhmWi & Saniytr. 

Obituary of AobreyBrabazon, 
page 16 

Yesterday’s results, page 25 
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Head girt Pas De Reponse (2nd left) and Rreddfo Head stride dear from Moonlight Paradise (right) and Ocean 
Ridge (left) In yesterday’s CheveJey Park Stakes at Newmarket Photograph: Peter Jay 


HD lucky 


3-40 Crystal Hits 
2JL0 Martfi Gras (nb) 
2A0 Rock The Barney 
3JLO SpeedbaU 


HYPERION 

3A0 MR CUBE (nap) 
4JLjO Eshtiaal 
440 Parsa 
5JL0 Dacolt 


S EBF MARLBOROUGH MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4*300 added 2YD lm Penalty Value £3^27 

BRHMR DMuuySnttiOO O 

0 BURUNDI (12) P Owppto^twi 9 D 

Q MDKM(13) JQwfcn»0 AJ 

52 HMUSRftSCiaim JDuntap90 PM 

06 USTBUtt(34] PVIfehynSO : U 

MBDCCflEGT P Hants 90 

50 N0MIAN CONQUEST (UM) (4S) r Bating 90 

saxmbw mswotso = we* 

WUSOMBY RHnvnSO ; Dm* 

YDHBHHE PC* 90 

4 cadhrv casiie tun ubmmisb — t 


Mai 
J BM 13 
HcOnaaS 
tEddaryS 
iCnallO 
JIU2 

jnaai 

MtanS 

aMI 

JMd7 

ACtafctt 


GOING: Good io Soft. STALLS: Staid* - elands aide; lm 2f- treble. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High up w lm. 

■ RWiti-hand fXHEta. mainly npitiB and lasting. 

■ Comae b 3m SW of cby off A3094. Saflsbmy station (London, Waterloo-Exeter tore) 
3m. Bus sc ivies la course. ADMISSION: Members 51X50; TkaemSs SS; Comae En- 
closure i4 (accompanied under- 16a free «D a n tenna)- CAE PAtf: ftee. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: R Hannon — 48 winners from 355 rrmnem 
fibres a HupcesK ratio of KDMand akwaua&l lend stake of £47.30; JDimlop— 19 
wiimeis, ] 25 nnrnas, 16.2%,-i30.55;F Cole— IS wtanem, 100 miners, 15.1%, -£19.14; 
I Balding' — 14 Vinners, 120 immers, 11.7%, -554^56. 

■ IBABDiQ JOCKEYS: J JBeM — 27 winner*. 182 rides, 14.1%, -U736-, L Dettori 
— winners. 118 rides, 22%, +S^7B;TQidnn— 24 wtaww; I77i»es, IXe%,-458^5; 
Pat Bddeiy — S3 wtanere, 134 rides, 18J%, -427.12. 

BUNKERED FIRST HUB: Upper Ch* (3.40); Bald Sstiag (vtoo red) (4.101. 

WINNERS IN TBE LAST SEVEN DATS; Ur Coke (3.40) am atFoBmone on Pddqr. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Flint Aad Steal (3.40) has been aent 153 mSea lv Bob Jones 
Irom WlckhamOnxik. Salfolk. 

Aftf EBF MARLBOROUGH MAB3BH STAKES (CLASS 0) (DIV I) 
LZ—T—J £4^300 added 2VD lm PeuMty Vttn £3)353 

I 0 BMaanrSBMKtn UChan»90 — I Cana* 7 

3 nn aannmanofeMi^p^ ■ 

3 OOMMM Rltam90 MBMnyS 

4 CRKStRLHSU J0oaden90_. — -BHM12 

5 0 HMOSHORN (22) JDurfopSO RWsS 

6 5 NNSM»(74 POnn*M4eRi90 i 1 Raid 5 

7 OWStCUS JTcto90 SSMdanlS 

8 aftSHUlQBHV IBaUnt99lW- s — - . ~7 .7 ~ AMcOMbS 

9 o smmosHuKcn ojuum too eiUMts 

ID ' TBOOret P0NB9O r* T&MlU 

II 00 RSaMLRMC(49| JSMnmB9 MktaXD . 

12 RAdSMP WRHemBO : i.. ■■■■■ J3pn*«2 

13 03 SQ1HTE{8) PHa)Oo Joc«B9 — Ptedwnl 

-13 dadared- 

BSTWO: 3-limopar, «-l Qyatal HBa, H HM«Mp. 7-1 HnaWp, M. CortdhM. B auaMto By, 
12-lUatahon, 1S-1 Btfcan 


12 03 unanwHi fw> RPmteo*9 

13 54 WnDPTIABO : i 

-Udadarad- 

BEmNft 7-2 Valixkira,9-2 Snoabory, B-l Maid Sms, HooaapM, 51 1 
OaBy, 14-lolhan 


(OAO] HURDLERS CLAHANG HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^50 added 
U=™J lm Sf Penatty VMue £3fl86 

1 mm wnaawtffyii—M iii n bnai 

2 600000 aMBSaU.Sffi3M.Cl3) Me N Du*W 5 9 9 ITMMtS 

3 556002 N0CKUE turner (14) PBuB«na798 DB McCabe 15 

.4 mmes wwwnaniinawm> lana-tar i q^sv 

5 64600 RNBICHECT) M Poem 39 3 Aaw^a Madam P) 17 

B /00004 VHtSPnE(Z3) ROBMmiBM SSaMMll 

7 OOOQOO- JOUS/ffiS»TC3S7)(D| M^m690 ACMdcB 

8 000000 maanniwrpq « 

9 000000 ROSE OF BUNN RIM BMnCS 8 13 JSfnbaZD 

M 034000 DPI>aaiBC23) PWetter4BU MWWamMB 

11 060503 VMt REQUEM (38) (C) aw.a»««« , 

12 000063 BHCAPg lMuins5B8 V3MSery4 

13 030050 STUDIO THBTY {37) C 50*1488 l EnMa 

14 20K36 NOMM 00MB (44) WMam787 MBhtey? 

is oa22is smaniDai«nr(79q(ci PHRMd9B5 uminuu 

IB fMt) lijia fTT t> 

17 0000 SUWBSI8) KCun*eamBn«i384 CMmdwlS 

18 00060 AUEZPMROCiq «■»— ■■* pw-ia 

15 01B5B DOTS Dg (48) JM Bley 783... SDMMlO 

20 000630 tMMwa^utir-aaa aaam— ta 

-20dadMd- 

BaTK7-aMMUwBnMr.MSMRavMM»d OHM B4.Spnad1M Shad. fiammlliRK 
0-1 WMapRa, ISC. a8mm 

|9in|CRANBOmE CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS O £7^00 
L==lJ added ZVD Gf Penalty VU» £4^554 

1 122411 «WCM.TOB(M)»'ltflfl«B6 IMB*My2 

2 OUL43 BMBBIC329 RHummOl- DMaOStaBS 

3 31 jiKiui MLCmm IBatt<9l MMM1 

4 6312 TOKBApflm Blta*»91 II WattS 

5 146 BIE0FC0WnKStCUS4)(Hm h*»JCU812 TI8Ml4 

8 2B21Q1 HEWHCra—WUP) DaM»l87 — HUMS 

.-.tli : V'* . -.-OdeeMad- .. 

BETIlM: 9-« ^ i« g My^J>Mcaraaaa 7^WrBaB,»71«l»Of O« Tned Hr, 7-17dmbai»l 

. >m •• ■«»««**. r .. 

MajlnalUmaalBSbncaecglbr lhe 2% lengtaty^diicti haOaarTombaatDoncMMf 
taMtinmlajtbe'Bauch 'a CTrHiaiarttian^nar-ofclttmttiaearfa&ftaiciedtDccrthTn'mefocn, 
espeddDy on iMa 0omd. U» gjing ana soft whan Magical Tbnas ana mrrer-m at Dw>- 
casto's Uncotn naaedrsTki Marefi and n£ohi when ha aon a Neiwnarto nuremy . it icmabw 
to be racn how SPEEDBAU. oopas *tti a fait of out and Pk BUay. who won on Nm at 
Nswtaay, sagum to ida0cai times todqr. Slit SpaetSsal daatiy has potandaL SpeedbsBS 
raakien win mm e«n a Moat wtwnatabhnMa Sabins (B*d at Nnftuyi nan eartyst Bath 
on Monday. Me Of C n re agMo r most put bahind bbn poor performances Bt TNctK and Don- 
caanr, whla BV Ban nStf* te puihedto cope afiti MapcM Unw on these tmrowid ha 
bMmnaa much moan tWimprewmemna^ieadbaL S ele ct io n: SPEEDBAU. 


GOLDMG CHALKE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^200 added lm 
Penalty Value £3^00 


222003 M O ma iia i fRIBtOT Mihmas4Bl 

565140 RBKRSRWCECUQ KBtahc39U 

004350 noMDE 000L CUQ IQD) RADehMSBU. 
033181 ASMBTHSLClBKOm RRM599— 

400500 QUMUSOECMUS (22) BMaetWl49B 

401360 mosnecq KM4M898 


IRaMB 

-JIMmt 
JOMall 
JtChak 30 
)Haadaan2 
tow (7)1* 


I Ma IS 

J.IMMffl 
DaaaUHaaiT 
JSSeU 
i Canal 3 

JMEddaiyn 

HMkU 

TS»ato7 

8ltod4 


*7 0050 MWMWBCOUffro DOnp|aA39B I 

8 ' 004 HMTJVDSmUSO) BtbJaM39B LNaaA 

9 066300 N0RIlBMCaAD0N(47)m MHeaenA59 6 DaaaOr 

10 066000 DMMCIQm CJBmMU794 HSU 

11 4UD3D SMFBMB MMM (UT) (D) MO*noqn394 K 

12 OMBOT MWM7ni£(71Q UCampwS94 AMo 

33 0(2003 Ml— OUCM) MW 

14 450630 C—CMSptmro 0HNdftJa«691 K 

15 068006 PRa— SB— DIMM D Aibttfnot 390. TS 

18 380504 WM — (20) PiM»3812 £ 

17 160640 noUDMOIISBrinm PBLqppieaBS DR* 

18 550303 MCMEWWJM Bwadtoy 6 8 8 Ctoatol 

HETMB: 54. Aabby M, 8-1 ftaaa Da CaaL 10-1 Hr CaMk 124 WSaadan Hafloa, 14-a. 
abam Paafc, %M tonia% 1*4 eaM 


ASHBY mu. «mn her tounh me* of the aeamn in the stnus' room M Goodanod. but 
there « no doubt ilia would haw won with a cSw nm and it man pay to rely on ths an- 
previns man nan on the soltar etamd. Godraenham has on two souid moas imdar UBt 
but he bsm a makton and whether he con 0 ienmy the we— on ttas surface s aimnar 
matter. Mr Cnba na 0 s prefer lasffir 0 tamd. too. but at least he escapes a penalty after 
winning an apprendn hanScap at FOMsttine last week. Ftann Da CooTa trori-MUing wn 
cn—gMMfetti— cn last ground but he tools mealy hanapanpad no w. whtoPeewaafe 
todh of 16 behind Salfen at Neamariet m Ame wfigests he Is sta capable otwmnmg a oca 
and ha la mopped lUb h the meantfrne. Whispering Dam toehs a reoem cunng tan she 
ms (aaouRe on her A« nn of the tear OhM irf 19 to Wbiston at Norawwm) and she 
iritf* be more at home than most on this easy 0 <ound. Sdacnon: ASH 8 VHBI. 

AUTUMN MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV I) £4,250 added 
am 7T Penalty Value £3,477 

1 - SUM— O 8 M .ffQ.MM90 KMtB 

2 043382 B0U) 87040(37) R Hannon 90 IBaHflV 

3 RHMM TRUTH (USA) RCMtonBO TSpMmS 

4 6C250 UlUimUHlLTO HHamcn90 J»V— — 9 

5 EHUIMMUSA) J Dump 90 R Mi 15 

6 tt—CHU) MSDMB9Q WR9 3I 1 

7 KMnr POmM90„ AlluObaam 

8 SSRUBOT RFMnanBO DMatnMU 

9 IDPOFUEWSI PMafel90 AQadlfl 

10 00 MURE PUBPDW KCtf¥ma»nawn90 IfedaaS 

11 00 S WBWO pW MOrnon90 ICBmlS 

12 3S «MSPBMMi(UM){2B) P0cfe90 Ifetott 

S3 AOU— rSDW JFanrfaaaSB DMmU 

14 CHOWITMiSA (USA) lBdfegBB - —WIMI 

15 0 CUOMAC29) GtoUr«89 S Dmwaa 7 

16 0 QITKE0 (32) BHCs89 ; . . Tig— y 14 

17 5 r— MU. 9*5 (22) Ptt*b89 GT«adX7 

18 30 (MUHBMPRSS8BA)(2feR4MiittBB SSBadatad 

19 —US »M— T DMmySn« n89— DR McCabe 1 

reiTW44SfeapTto— ,51Saaatce>d.OdSwtogTMi,M.Ftiaadl,lI>aBBMSpib%CllcM 
manga, 12-1 EMIca, ltd others 

FORM 0— E 

UM omasa la MX anouffi at The best of thna* and becomes pnkmlytestlngfbr these young 
horses amen mare k cut hi me ffomd. omCE irfeFK Ind ihfe 0 i nappanlng ten qiacMy in 
the commons man she dd bahind Bole on fast pound at Newbiiy on Mr dafaut. She was 
staying on aa the Brash and wil haue a bh mom idea Das time. WWtp Rangm'atwo-raca ex- 
pehenca it bound to be a big help. Ha shaped quUb nioely amen mHti to butocresi owar six 
ftitangi at YbcH flret dme out and, although iw beaten mat far bahind Fantastic FMow mar 
on esra ftetang mere «M bme, he Ud not quhe gn home alter showaig plenty or speed. 
Thinga mW* he just that bit too tmggi for him today. Michael Stoum brtitgng IM Oanefta 
colt (Meal CUM aH the way hem Newmarket lea dp hi taaV. A better mow void ima halpad, 
but the dam he® thrown plenty ctf wmera end he Is btpactBd to ®ve a gxxl accounts Mm- 
self. Pater Hards won mb race last year with and Ms Rymmy HH. rscaly dam In 17, b 
bamd m be a lot better fer feiar run a UngfleW, where die was under three lengths behhid 


Dale. She « a laB fitly who mi0N he swted by a leu of stonsns here. TMs a a course wham 
Ian BakMig tsroduoas some ol Ms better two-year-oUs and C h l cl a m— n wonh haafr 
big an eye on along wuh Burning Truth, a known Fxi newcomer. t atoc M a w t ENDCg 

rT^Al F0N1WJ. HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^200 added lm 2f Penak 
ty Value £3^34 

1 051000 to— (32](C) lQ*nsa5910 VSMiSwyl 

2 1066 QUH2EUS) S* Ma* PRaao 3 9 7 9Smkn3 

3 636G0G BWRROUin hUmwganvOwwSSJ MMMI48 

4 930 D4RKTWm£(32) MbJCK4396 HMM14 

5 5508)4 SSMACTlDim UOmion396 JtCanM7 

6 560320 SHAMK (USA) [25) D Hnw Janes 6 9 6 JIMfcB 

7 030- PBVBB(S4fe K8uHr396 — . — DHNtfmlS 

8 S3Z320 PRMZSSDANB1E04)(CD) WHV494 JRtMtt 

9 542210 TWO SOCKS (4fl(Bf) PBufljp* 3 93 DRHcCabeS 

10 038D5 SncXAITROtpQ PVK*er393 DatWflMR 1 

U 002235 PARSA (USA] (52) n (BF) J Dunlop 3 9 3 PatElUaryl7 

12 111350 HA2UAmm ASweterd91 LNMrfoa(5)5V 

13 000 an— 0006(21) GtM«a390 AMbB—13 

14 136406 irsnnUHWCT PS) P) S DM490 TQafeeU 

15 163060 TBV1SESS (IQ (D) PMbfeyn 3 8 13 .TSTaahaSV 

16 331150 RA—S MUSKIER (20)im JMMU4813 ACtokU 

17 6-40400 RMAMIKIARP3) G Bating 3 8 12 5 Drama 10 

S3 0040 EHBBt (97) JlFMga 3 B 12 ITMablS 

-li.ninin .-“‘n r — — - — - 

lethaas 

FORM GUIDE 

The ran had started to get mm the ground when SISEAR ACT won a seter o«r a mile at 
Nensntfiam bockm Aml She has hiMnedquiu a M smoa then, Deatmg Fana (3»> worse 
In) mar a mie and a (porter at Varmomfi along the way. and Ml be happier returning to 
tMs tnp slaying on m fourth behind Supenor Force owr a mAe at Sandman last ome, Mad5- 
la went threitfi a goMen spefl In the sumner. nAMnanigln a haiMengm and Ien0ivand- 
a-quBrter defeat of DMne and ftrea oner mm tnp at Yarmouth ti eorfy At^BL MaoRa's Ihst 
run back toSowrtng a breah. fifth of 19 to Thatched mer an extended mfle at Beuntey. was 

quae promising and K miy be she was out again loo soon when down the fieM at Nottmg- 
hem Mx days later. She is weeded lo boat tana again and s m&y depend who hanBes tMs 
eaaer gouvtt. Them was cut m me gcimd whew^ P il n caaa P U aR a heat TtUft ab — to a a a 
CSD better oU) by half a lengm in thb race last year and R was ndmg soft when she ran 
Ground (tomato half a lengm at Ripan M the end of August. SatocUatK SISTAR ACT 

Je 1 AUTUMN MAIDEN STAKES [CLASS D) (DIV B) £4*250 added 
2V0 Tf Penatty Value £3*477 

1 ARENTHUtOER PCUsMBO — JUtoaBaell 

2 6 ALBUipS) LCnr»n90 D R McCabe 10 

3 MMVEB4WV MlfemshBs90 >JMd9 

4 0 OSff PRBMTDR [USA) CM) R Itronoo 90 I Carol 6 

5 CSMSONTDC IHA9 0. MMMX7 

6 DACQirOfiAl MSHUB90 WR8wWmml5 

7 KAfL (USA) Hhiureon Jones 9 0 RMs2 

8 7ER0NB R Hannon 90 DmwOTItMU 

9 FnNCEOFDBUL DMudm90 TQtoaT 

10 Rfl—S SOURCE (USA) B«90 FmE*toy4 

11 0 SHARPEST (U) J0u*p 90 TSpaMstt 

12 UnARURU B Medial 90 HIMbrntM 

13 52 TOUCH ACT (34) GK»MWJ90 A CM* 13 

14 ARAN St htoh RastMt 8 9 JESmtan5 

15 GOHEHU MBtanEhad89 JfttooU 

15 4200 MVS— TC25) SDw 8 9 Oltodl 

17 04 retlUMOM PMataB9 DHaartaoo8 

16 StMtreECBHN G Baking 89_— — SOnmaJ 

BET!— U4Toa0i Ac* 92 Damn. 51 Barn's Sow*, 7-1 1—, UKl M Ma. 1M tataong. 14- 
1 Anpl. 20-1 othais 


•C«»TEM6ER 
W ««- 


HYPERION 

2-15 Chiet Mouse 245 MDon- 
Dancer 3-15 Hardy Weather 
a45 Coirtara 445 Rax 1b The 
Rescue 4^45 Lessons Lat» 

GOING: Goodie Firm. 

■ Slght-handi nndufetfeg coame. 

■ Ctourw ta Sm SW of Exeter on A88. 
AISOSSION: Gnoutstmad A Eaddocfc 
SB; SDver Ring SAM. CAR PjUOC: S3 on 

rails; S2 membov; remainder ftet 


BUNKEKBD FIRST TUI: -Doctor 
Greco Msored, 2J 5^ SdB Here Moored. 
3.151; Secret Serenade (2.45); UMc 
n-h, ivisored. «L4fiV _ 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN OASS: Nona 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNEBS: TMUott 
Of Stoat 13.15) A OmUtado 18.16) tome 
been Mta 169 miles by J Boslw from 
Kingston Lisle. OxfuttMJre. 

| nSTfcl NOVICE HURDLE (E) 

1 2-15 j £^650 370 an 

I SBBSSSffjS 

5 P ^JO— PMffllft-Jtom* 
P SEWN OHM ID Ip - J, »2v 
7 2D S«LHH«PS)lfl ID v 
B 23 PBtaSOFSTroepU lOlD- — - 


IQAEI NOVICE HURDLE (F) 
£2,850 2m Sf UUfyds 

1 12 COUBARL(U)g£ PT)4U12 

i HrMBfeiaSp} 

2 Rpa raaOCALnwro pi) Rf)S 13.12 

i MrARmaatn 

3 546 HMDr ai—M I U3)W*11S 

to-AMhh(7) 

4 —06115 —Mr R%anAim (7) 

5 OIF AR0EMMgHW9M. Q 

6 09> «BE—(Cn)aJZO 

IWTPTta^Cn 

T 353 U8TUWH (19)4 110 

- — .. . MrtWMferflB 
-7 da :1m 4- 

Kimto M. CamemMA MHd, M PaSRal 
Fla, 7-1 H—r name bfc 8-1 OUtb 


-Sdactamd- 

affJSKsasaaa 

10-1 Seven Growna, tt-lottata 


Ai Ct HANDICAP CHASE (E) 
l— _ — ! £4vp00-2m li UOyds 
IMP MAMS (91) 5 11 13 £Maa* 

2 633- tAEEQFU— 023)6118 

TJIA«I fer 

3 5P3 ABC HI RE —CUE 08) 8 H 4 

— FHaMayH 

4 Mir HANWKlAD(i2n71013 

: : DHMR 

. 5 221 NOMRCWIlBf 01) (CO) 5 100 

— ■ . -AP McCoy 

6 4U- amt o i ma g g s B) 10 100 — . — 

7 R5FTMMtrSDBBir(42}810(LJIRmat 

-7 dectmd- 

CMI Ctofce 9a im Emggi DekR 9sf «i 

BEXIMR: 2 Itordc IMBK 3 Rapfeck tad, Urn 
Of lamfenm, 7 Ran Ta TtawRacciM, 8 mhee 

[A Acl HAMMCAP HURDLE (A 
£3^50 2m 3f 

1340- MMSTOCK(2M)B120 

IftwooadwB 

2 311 MffRAM«WC20n4Ul2— 

3 113- DOMNW5MBH(MB|41110 — 

BSmda(7)V 



rs^Tc] NOVICE CHASE (E) 
£4jOOQ 2rn 3f 

iSBS WteSS 

4 PZ2- 

sas*- i5 5aw>pn)»5g a 

I ^ SS!5S8sM» — i LtfcW 

.. . WanfcM. 7- 

sssaa s 


®asssas» 

■A learn ofAnsasHanjt mipfai qp 

?ii floamst top B nl ffl l 2 nd 


wsh ndm«iJ^ aDBnH ^r“ 

nctweeklhe 

Wm«) Mactoo^and Ctos 

“tMTSiSSS 

WHBamson. • 


HYPERION 

220 «old Edga 2 j 50 Supply And DfMnand 320 
8oW Orfentai aStf Matthias Mystique 4^0 Doift 
Drop Bombs 430 Carmarthen Bay 5J20Z8ctore 

GOING: Good to Soft. STALLS: lm2C UoT^eS^reTSS! 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low lor « A 6L 

■ Left-band; U^Bgied comae, tmdabxing and sharp. 

■ Comae Is E of town. BnUon lm. ADMISSION: CMb S18; Tatr 
lemlb £8; 93«erRtng&4 One 84 per C*r). CUtFAHt ftae. 



■ BUNKEUSD PUIST TUB: Northern GW (820; Haaxt FaU 0T 
Sold GL20), SOsat VaDey (3SO); ftrfoet Gift (3S0); Hie Gzwr 
Weaver (A-ffty, AUdday ConWor (6-20). . 

WINNERS IN EAST SEVEN DAXSe Bold Oriental (8JM5 woo at 
Goodwood onHamlay. 

IDNS—rCANCS SUNNERSs Chad Vp (4S0) has baea mol 2 19 
mBM bp P D Brans tram Ldgbwn- Powya. 

RT5S1 final SELLING STAKES (CLASS eo 
L==J £3^00 added ZVO 5T 

1 405000 CASIIE HOUSE (2fe (CD) J Nnltxa 9 2 BtMMdAS 

2 5 SB B8 E SI— (l)SMhms81 1 ITtoa3 

3 434250 DORBIIlOSB(lfeTJciK8S NCwMa7B 

4 562! QUID BMC (13) — MOanronBB H Prato. « 

5 4DS243 l£SBVnUEaGMTi»pttv86 t-CMorfl 

6 682334 NOm— ICRK.tU)BMeelWo8e BD—88 

7.0 mMQUET(13)JSnaerm]B6 AMaadafl 

8 0 ROW. BUCinHD(HKI)J BUSS & — _JtM*m(7)l 

■Era— 54 Naatken AM; U.Oolde«e, M Seratatfi MaRMaa, 1M 
te SMB* 6-1 Caatta mme, 7-1 Dam Raaea, 324. Wham 

EBFSOMPTTNG MASTBM STAKES (CLASS 

D) £5450 added TfO Tf 

1 4 8890—7(11) 8 Meehan SO 

2 Q C06TeCPR9KL(2a)M)ar4i90 PMaaqRaMlS 

3 42 F— flflML(ia)pJ)arktokPwmM90 G0NfeM4 

4 080 MBSOG—CURAMoomBO ; CtottarS 

5 00000 M R POUT (1^ M Cbanren 9 0 RPmtom7 

6 0 PE—FBvecrciqelmaaBO— AVUwtoptiB 

7 0 ROCKTSnClUPm Sheehan 9 Q MBfemwB 

8 * 0 5HBMCtM)UHe*nas90 I total 

9 SFBDBOATLCunmaSO 0 UrtMaA 

10 00 SDaE0F«0IOCU9WHaaMi90 MBatmtiB 

U 25 SUWANDDBMID(7)eLMnB90 — B«Mtaalk3 

12 * S 2— P8)CftOWl90-™ APoyMlO 

13 6 BABEpflMTcnvtaaaB HOOfU 

M 2335 B0U1TilAgS)RHaMail89. I Fgfewl3 

15 $ SHOWCASE (7) MSnua 89 MmtaDnyar (5) M 

IB 5 SPAMSH KNOT Hj aiglgi 8 9 LDmtadl 

BETOte 9-2 S—dmfe. M FfefeT m H SapMrSnd DaamH, 1U 
Spmfeh Ifeat. 7-1 Oamafe Plfeea, 81 B^naL Md Tfea, 10-1 aOMrt 

Ira on! A R DBMS BOOKMAKERS NURSERY 
l^®lJ HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 3Y0 Tf 

1 046201 B0m0MHIIM.WHCafeghBn99Bffl)- -LPa *tod 8 


-176— 7V 
'McCabe (SI 
iDwjWOU 
D B— 11 

BDaffea 

-CMtar4B 

WtoortkS 


I 046201 BOUOIOBaM<B)NGafe0en93B* UDiiaBBB 

a 042401 Mttliequ— 0»KllcMflBB7 ItHom 7V 

3 2435 ■mUFgSDItonrttom 96 P McCabe (3)1 

4 4002 AHBWE(lQRChMM95 HarfhlMgefqiS 

5 8430 SHUWMkHOTWBHanrenBi-. — 

6 084840 aJF DUa iA MPI (19)CMBln84- ■ — B Payfea 

7 000 iCUtriai0F30U.ClgPC0ie92 -6Rdtor4 B 

8 560 ttC—S(2I)EDil*)(t92 SVMtortkll 

9 231565 — l»C»tWBmSDi*813 

JO 043415 IRHIUttHWPBPWMKGtoto^BaAtolliidS 

II 000 SEAT— l»PCha«lfe«|W812— RH ”* n ( a l ? 

12 204201 KEHnCltOH(2B)raDQa»CNeB12 

13 203 BUWESnR (0500—84 — — . ... --. .-» TMa3 

14 <14 mrm pacd-ss ^^ -jaTfe—mm ia 

15 0020 «0 ffVMlBrafeWBiea taarSlDwtoflOSaabaMR 

16 102006 POUTMOOII(n}PbrCWnmo712— PPtotokynU 


1 030633 

2 0-2235 

3 500 

4 250605 

5 5600 

6 022 

7 033324 

8 06 
B 025400 
JO 253430 

11 fsgom 

12 5060 

13 00062 

14 043506 

15 000400 

16 054&M 


LEVY BOARD HADBI HANDICAP (CLASS 
$£4*200 added lm4f 

RUM. ONBH— P5)JDurfcp310O fi!MHd4 

AMADOIR (15) P URM 3 9 10 01MMa7 

COH SHOW (90) 5 Dow 3 9 7 MBata«a9 

SMUFME— (9 Kahmv39 7S GtHtba (G) U 

FUIURUS TRADBI (BO) R Harm 3 9 7 IFEgan5 

GOUBf ROM (29) (BQ l»y Hamas 3 9 5— P Dn (1) 10 
SOU— MW— AHd»395_— ARmMB 

aNEAWUK{37)OMtHunanuion394 LDanodll 

BASOOD(35)SW)ods392 CWabb[7)BV 

r&FBcrarr&3)&F)p 0*391 camrsta 

A3BQACU) S VMans390. -ITMaM 

n» (taq T J Nugaon 3 8 13__— — A Mtomatt 2 
avaiHUS MVSoquE » um b $nu 3 a ua Dabr m a 

R0CKUSA(59PHe— '488 RFnfcamU 

BUBNMBRAI4E(3S)RMRo>mr384 DB—UB 

UJ»WFTTp4)JPee*»583 lMa Mancrfad (7) 1 


BEJPW8: 4-1 flabkai Rnan, 9-3 Mat t Maa Mya t bpi a, M lnq> TM>)1 P- 
2 Boym Dkmmlan. 7-1 On And TMm, AX SaSe Ferewat; 10-1 otod 

rarofll STEYMNG HAMNCAP (CLASS F) £3,450 

15=] added lot 2f 

1 30609 NET FAICH damn Hamer 4 100 — BQafe0Mr(l)9 

2 621060 QTOOnO FAHdE (BB) (CP) A Hda 4 9 13-8 — n l aallB 

3 5523803 TflHM(28DmPhtom49ll RHwdo(3)B 

A 031050 B MWA9 0H [M) A Mbmb 498 Camfe Mania IB 

5 800640- SB00HI(524)SDm 596 ADfeyffil 

6 2HXXK0 MOUANCZ6)GLMoom4.94 JIMall 

7 651563 CUJB1 UP p . (D) P Bans 393 iPEptUV 

B 2161511. nBMBBEEC(4fe(D)WM4r493 LDaBori 14 

9 123260 reMCHrAfflMCM)1»mUBll390JtlAMm(I)S 
ID 214021 OOfTIREF B0bBS(28|(C0) DThcro7 90 

bHaaaam{7]20V 

11 043S06 BOtDBMIUGH (U) B Wa3813 CHMlarll 

12 053360 TMDE0FMSM8R(1S) PHBOS38 13 BDafflaUS 

18 560560 BAL/V«0mmCBniMi3B13 BDojtaS 

14 332650 HEVBieaijPEaaUE(llB)Til%«nn3S12Jlllabmts7 

15 126000 BBUieaW(BfemHC0feei«4811 — MRfeanorU 

16 300040 MDHN8IPfB7)TRMKl389 P McCabe (3) * 

n 541440 TUMAMMA(23mRln9m589 SWAmAIB 

18 404350 MCMBTB£MMm( 14 CJ 8 Bn 68 B-JiartlDD>)BrnB 

19 4O500B WUUUH BUIE BM N Ittnodm 3 B 7 HCratoaO 

20 604000 PARKRD6E(E9TMto4B3 AHWan(3)5 

-aOtaJnd- 

BETBIG: M Kfatoi Bream, 8-1 Wat Patch, Cfead Up, 84 Dart Dnp 
Bomba, 1M Bald Earn*. 1M Prineafe Aflrir, 1*1 attan 


EASTBOURNE UMITED STAKES (CLASS 

F) £3^450 added 3VQ lnT 

b CMPtP B EA D (3S) J TMar9 3 MMeate2B 

CtUMKtSBi BAY (S u’) G LVioora 9 0 BBHHmB 

OASaCBEA0ir(CJ)RHarra9D JPrfeal 

JUSTMUE{M)m%afnBO Brat— ar«4 

[WH wm (12) R Hamm 9 Q IFEfenB 

TK OK? WEAVER (4QRMRtMT 90 DBfegaTB 

■sra£M8)JGoedan8U. LD«tted3 

SMBTWU(0LIIHA(22) IN lad HuntoBkai 811 

Atoea Onok (B) 6 

Can— —a B^, 4-1 Wamfe,Maaa «k Ba—y, 5-1 Jaat 
—a VaRa, 94 btonplfe Brew, 7-1 o—r» 


1 066310 

2 505042 

3 (Q0036 

4 333010 

fi 656010 
6 00000 
7 65205 


BEU1RR7-2 

IMa,U4P 


Ig oAl HANMNOTONS MACMILLAN APPEAL 
ir^lJ MAIDGN STAKES (CLASS Q) £S400 lm 

1 OOO BHMJK1 MUM <20}!tt—tns493 NCBdWaB 

2- 442260 BAWffOUnURW(32)GBta«yB93 MDay6 

S 466600 BBOSR0Uliia(n)VS«w493, ADAMS 

4 flBMDKM(2qRjBhntnHiwitti390-RPriMU 

5 643304 SOUENURMBBOUthQBQJGoednSBOLDi—M 

e OB uaHQUMaatCU9ROmh»39D —BDojIel 

7 300480 BDOHrOOMBOir (22) QHHMSd 390 CRtOarllB 

8 060000 LMH01gMllpfeRMflomr389 DHg^UB 


i 17 000 CHAD BOOM (42) TJ NMgttn 7 10 -StoMlI 

-17 dadmad- 

! aemvn *e^t: 7a lCt-tn* Nmmap CKMBo m7a ». 

BHDWfc 54 Brtd Mental. M MMM M 8* 

cay, Samoa Stw, 1JW fleifcab tomfeft 12A a®“ 


8 960000 UMR0MMH(2feRMHnmr389 DBIgpUB 

9 06 RAMriNrS0NBpqUeMiavlin3B9JtoweCaton3 

ID S0846 RaiUfAIMB*(2a)MS*ua389, „MReba«ta7 

11 4430 SM0nHASSB'MPQMPfe(4n3B9^RliMei(M2 

12 03 HOME 02) E Durt*> 3 89 SMAmRiB 

-Qdadarad- 

BEITlftT-a2»dwk,BBA TbB a d B fe cAM D hfeM0Mhmm.UMa»ap 

tat; B4L Hdday bmbon Saaoeib AaaaL M — ife A Drama, M o—m 


HYPERION 

2U0O Kafaf 2J3Q JuBetta Hfla 3 jOO Kumait 3^0 
Thatched 4j00 Dhrfaie Quest 4>30 Captabi Carat 
5JOO Go With The Wind 

GOING: Good to Finn. 

STALLS: Stufekcooree A 2m -sund*' side; roandconree-iiKhk-. 
D*AW ADVANTAGE: EQgh (or Bf lo 7T on stral^ft eainae; tow tor 
lm Co lm Sf on round mme. 

■ LeB4wnd, oval come, wftli rising nmJn; lough, oBoninR trect 

■ Course <m AJ , 5m N of town. Metro swwfce to Fhur Lane Ends 
station, ad missio n? C3nb S12; Tatrexsalb 19; SOver Bug 14 
(£2 lor OAPs and regbuied (fiawblHl). CAB PARK: Pine. 


BUNSEBSD FIBST 7MB WBdmcxr I2J0 1, Sdn t Exptm (4A0). 
, WINNERS W LAST SEVEN DAXB: NotM. 

I LONG-DBTANCK KUNNKES: EwMena rrophrta (4 JO) has 
beta nera306 mflea byTJ NbmgWon Crora Epsom. Saner. 

loVinl ebf fund hebsurn maden stakes 

(CLASS D) £4750 added ZYO lm 

1 05 MANHU.(41)BIMnhiy90 DmWU4 

2 0UR7B1FIE M Johns&n 9 0 IWmawS 

3 4 RSCOURSE (Z9) H Cedi 9 D WRyml 

4 SRMAMMV M JtNa90 R Oochram 7 

5 5 1MB (13}D toiler 9 D 6 Carter ■ 

6 03 aWC POT (23J U Stum B 9 KMmJIV 

7 04 KAfRFUQJ CoadeaS 9 KDmlvB 

-Tdedated- 

BBWM 74 UK S4I b* PM, 4-1 ItKmna, 13-2 — taopla. 7-1 Rm- 

■Wiuw 

\0 ^un\ BRUNTON LATE RARNG RELATED MAK>- 
l^-^l EN SIAKES (CLASS F) £3^50 2YD Tf 

1 024660 AROUSE CM) W few 90 KRMmB 

2 DOB DONmiOHRriaC(H9Flee9D IWanMfB 

3 Q2Q22S GOHB POR BROKE (iO) P Hafean 9 0 IRrtmaS 

4 06a0 

5 00330 

6 CB3DQ 

7 0402 

530 


lo 0/71 BOLLINGER SERIES HANDICAP (CLASS 
Z_^-J E) (AMATEURS) £4,200 added lm 

1 304640 M0HIWC (8) (D) J JaWr. 6 12 0_ Or M ManMsb (4) 9 V 

2 400156 MAK (X4) (Oh G Brawy B 1111 ■— bb P CWa rt a nri (4) 11 

3 2&2U1 SRAreUH0BBSmiCD)JL^a9U7JkVLakaUni 

4 W2404 MUBPHrS COtD P4) (D) R 5 11 2 — Ur S Swtac* 8 

b 532410 THATCHED PJ (CO) fi Ban 6 ID 13 HrRKalalO 

B 214000 6SEG BEAU (5) (CD) D Chapman a 10 10.J4rH4cC*Oiy 3 

7 000060 HZAAL (30) R Afen 5 10 0 3k K Saalaaa (4) 6 

8 4004106 CJWKY DANCER (13) HCotfSJWg) 49 13 Mr P OouKI 5 

9 053040 lANGIOMAN pfi) (DJ JLE)Bi 7 9 lOJ4rMHNtu0rfan4B 

10 OOOQOO PCMXim.8mir|5)Flao699..— -J4rCV(aiaaa(4)7 

11 403400 SSMHP5 AMXT g JMGite 5 9 7 aeOMcPhaf (4J2 

BETTME 94Sr Arttnr Hobto, 3-1 Mmpfer* Bald, 4-1 HmtAad, 7-1 Se* 
oads Away, ID-1 PaacaW RaMy, Dator Dtocor, IB-1 Arto, 20-1 others 

fTTiHI GATESHEAD UMRED SIAKES (CLASS D) 
£54 jOO added Tf 

1 012240 KSTCHPONDUUin toaVAcerfeyG92 IW ara ra* 

2 0-31000 flREM B0FFSI (39) (Q U Bt4 3 9 O MKaatml 

3 526300 »»nYIBIi.(37)RCKCp490 IFtaHne2 

4 542142 DMMEqUESr(M)|D)HCecl3Bll WRym3 

-tdartmad- 

renuft 04 DMwfeMOt M Keaton Pam, 7-2 Oam hn». 11-2 
Knotty W 


JARROW SPRINT HANDICAP (CLASS D) 


1 ssoooo 

2 260133 

3 300400 

4 000000 

5 131231 
G 0CDB5O 

7 000000 

8 222500 

9 440000 

10 635323 

u lOBoeo 

12 530063 

13 234201 
LA 332000 



BgllBHfc 6-1 AMa Sbaalir. 6-1 PortiM, 13-2 Pany — a View. 7-1 tobd 
Eroraaa, B-l PafetagnM TDadi, latMarTladar, IMoUmra 

HOOfSTONE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^00 



Cliche one of 29 in Arc 


Classic Cliche remains Frankie 
Dettori’s possible Prix de TArc 
de Iriomphe mount after yes- 
terday's first forfeit stage in 
which the Ascot Gold Cup win- 
ner remained one of 29 left in 
Sunday's big race. GodoTphin’s 
racing manager, Simon Cr- 
isford, said: “Classic Cliche 
cantered this morning and was 
bright He is scheduled lo do 
some more work before we 
make up our minds." 


Meanwhile, Dettori con- 
finned that he would switch to 
the John Gosden-trained 
Tfamnre, currently languishing at 
around 33-1, if Classic Cliche 
becomes an absentee. Gosdcn 
said of Ihiaure: “He hasn’t run 
all year because of fast ground. 
He was being aimed for the Ge- 
offrey Freer Slakes but was 
pulled out because of a com. 
“It’s a tough race to come back 
into but well give it a go.” 
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Control of the game - at boardroom and touchline level - is no longer the 
preserve of men. In part two of our series, Phil Shaw meets a determined 
chairman while Adam Szreter talks to one member of a card-carrying elite 


Tangerine 
feminist 
charge 



She first lime Vicki Qyston 
[ravelled on the Blackpool 
team bus. the then-man- 
.iger. Sam Ell Is. look her to one 
>ido. He had no objection to the 
chairman's wife and deputy rid- 
ing with the lads, but what 
about the. er. industrial lan- 
guage? “Don't worry," she said. 
"I'll try not to use any." 

These days, if visiting 
grandees feel the need to bite 
their lips in the Blackpool 
boardroom. it is probably not be- 
cause they have let an expletive 
slip out. Now that Mrs Oyston 
has become chairman in the ab- 
sence of her 
husband Owen, 
who is serving a 
six-year prison 
sentence for 
rape. Bloom- 
field Road is 
not the most 
tactful place to 
complain about 
defenders 
"tackling like 
women" or to 
deride a striker 
as "a big girl's 



blouse". 

The influ- 
ence of the so- 
called weaker 
sex runs deeper 
at Blackpool 

than at any club ..... 

in the country. D 6 C 3 USG I h 3 W 6 n t Owen's baby, but 


don’t use 
feminine wiles 


never raped anyone and cam- 
paigns vigorously for his release 
on appeal. 

Having chosen some "good, 
responsible women" to run the 
club, she has followed since the 
age of eight, Vicki Oyston is able 
to limit her involvement as 
League football’s first female 
chairman to two and a half days 
a week. "1 didn't feel 1 had to 
strike a blow by culling mvsclf 
‘chairwoman.' “ she says. "I've 
got the job, 1 enjoy it and 
Owen reckons I should keep it. 
But the title is irrelevant." 

Her only contemporary, 
Paula O’Halio- 
ran. of Barry 
Town, insists on 
vetting every po- 
tential signing 
and actually 
washes the 

team's strip. “I 
am not hands- 
on in that re- 
spect," Mrs 

Oyston laughs, 
“l" watch the fi- 
nances. I watch 
the commercial 
side and I watch 
the football." 
Blackpool plan 
to move into a 
£5Um super- 
stadium within 
two years. "It’s 


Mrs Oyston s 
board includes 
Jill Bridge, the 
managing di- 
rector. and Re- 


got any. I just 
behave as 


I'd love to make 
it a reality." 

Shortly after 
becoming a di- 
rector. nine 


beau Bingham, natlirallV 8S I can' years ago. she 
wife of the for- was stunned to 


mer Northern 
Ireland manag- 
er. Billy (their 
director of foot- 
ball). They are joined by Carol 
Banks, the company secretary. 
Even the famous* tangerine 
shirts bear the legend "Rebec- 
ca's." after the jewellers who 
sponsor the team. 

It is rather harder to label 
Vicki Oyston. who has the kind 
of contradictory profile which 
defies stereotyping. A finalist in 
the Miss Great Britain contest 
nf IVtnJ. she now classes herself 
us a feminist. Parallel to her life 
as a businesswoman, working 
ir- hour days on the Oyston 
Group's media, property, in- 
vestment and farming inter- 
ests. she has a history of backing 
left-wing causes and a back- 
ground in leaching. 

There is an even more strik- 
ing contrast. This softly spoken, 
vegetarian grandmother of 
may have accepted that her 
husband is an adulterer. Vet 
she is convinced that he hits 


Vicki Oyston 

Blackpool chairman 


be turned out of 
the Tranmere 
boardroom be- 
cause of her sex. 
She encountered similar prej- 
udice at Bradford City, yet per- 
ceives changed attitudes at both 
clubs and within the game gen- 
erally. During last week's match 
at Chelsea, the home vice chair- 
man, Matthew Harding, asked 
if he could sit with the Black- 
pool women “because you seem 
to be having so much fun". 

"If 1 do get patronised, it's 
usually by the people on the 
door. They'll say. 'Hello. Mr 
Chadwick- Hello, Mr Wilde.' 
and then ‘Hello, dear.' to me. 
When I'd arrived with Owen 
some people look it for grant- 
ed I was just an appendage with 
nothing to say. though that's not 
peculiar to football." 

Pockets of sexism remain. Be- 
fore Blaekpool last played at 
Port Vale, the Potteries club 
rang to warn them that she was 
not welcome in their board- 
room. “Our directors decided 



Love on the line: Vaf Andrews, guided fay a passion for the game, became one of the few women to officiate at senior non-League level 


Photograph: Rob Gallagher 


Riots, fouls but fewer foul words 


A t a time when referees are be- 
ing scrutinised more micro- 
scopically and criticised more 
heavily than ever before, perhaps it 
Is no surprise to find so few women 
involved in officiating at any level: as 
men are constantly reminded, women 
generally have more sense, and this 
must be proof. 

But for some, the iove of football can 
lead to temptation and for Val Andrews 
it proved too much to resist. Having 
followed her local dob, Wimbledon, 
with her father and brother she began 
playing at 16. By the age of20 she was 
a qualified referee and in 1988 she be- 
came a Class 1 official and only the sec- 
ond woman to join the list of the 
Isthmian League, one step down bom 
the YanxhaU Conference. 


Now 35, she kept playing onto two 
years ago, when die also stopped run- 
ning the line in the isthmian League. 
Being in charge of a decorating busi- 
ness, saving as secretary of her local 
referees' society and as an examiner 
eventually took priority although she 
still officiates in lower leagues. 

“I eqjpyed the five years 1 was on 
at that level," she says. As yon might 
expect, she still has vivid memories of 
her first game in charge. “It was the 
week I qualified. 1 was thrown in at 
the deep end on a Wimbledon District 
Premier game when the referee didn't 
turn op. It was my brother's team. 
Everything, I thought, was going fair- 
ly well up until about two or three min- 
utes to go when there was a mass riot- 
ThankhiUy I managed to sort it out 


‘I got comments like 
“I’m not going to 
take that from my 
wife, so I’m not 
taking it from you”’ 


Val Andrews 

Referee 


“When I first started h . was r a 
question of being accepted by theplap- 
ers as someone who knew, what they 
were doing. There are some players 
who are quite happy to shut dp and 


get on with ^ and there are others who 
are not going to take it from a woman. 
- 1 got comments like, Tm not going to 
trite that Cram my wife, so I'm not go- 
ing to takeitfromyon.' lira deal with 
iteitherfrithcommon sense oryou use 
the letter of the law: 

" .. a Once or twice I’ve had a bit of 
abuse from spectators whilst lining, 
but yon tend to switch off. I went to 
one ground where it was totally over 
the top but it only happens now and 
then,' thank goodness. 

*Tt's a question of making people 
believe that yon*re capable of doing 
the job as well as men. There are still 
ffiose of the old school who have been 
in football a number of years who just 
can’t accept iL It's because of the way 
they’ve been brought up. I don’t think 


we’re any better than men, but we can 
be on an equal par.” 

Advantages, there are a few, bat 
then again— “Possibly yon get a lit- 
tie less back dial from players, yon 
get the language curbed, from what 1 
can gather. You get players apologis- 
ing for swearing sometimes. I don't 
think that’s a bad thing for the game. 
And you get some people who might 
not give you certain hassle that they 
would give a man. 

“But 1 think it’s going to remain a 
minority thihg for women. It's much 
easier for men to get into than women. 
They haven't got children at home to 
look after: possibly, or are in the 
process or having children. I can't see 
there suddenly being a mass influx of 
female officials." 


not to tell me in case I got bol- 
shie. and nobody passed on the 
message. So I sailed in and 
couldn't understand why every- 
one was ignoring me. It was 
sheer bad manners and I was 
quite upset. I wrote to their 
chairman hut never received a 
reply." 

Within die Seeond Division 
club itself. Mrs Oyston is such a 
familiar figure that gender is not 
an issue. One of her first tasks 
on taking control this summer 
was to dismiss the manager. 
Sam AHardyce. “I don’t think 
Sam had a problem with being 
sacked by a woman, though 1 had 


one sacking someone I had a 
good relationship with and who 
had worked so hard." 

She recounts how his suc- 
cessor. Gary Megson. drew a 
diagram peppered with ar- 
rows to appraise her of the 
gaps in Blackpool's system. “1 
had no trouble following it. My 
only worry was how much it 
was going to cost us to pul it 
right!" 

Like the power-dressing man- 
aging director of Birmingham 
City, Karren Brady, Vicki Oys- 
ton sends words ahead when she 
wants to visit the dressing-room. 
Unlike La Brady, she has yet to 


be greeted by a naked squad 
bursting with laughter at their 
own boldness. “I'm an older 
woman," she reasons, “more of 
a mother figure." ■ 

Despite her previous incar- 
nation as a beauty queen, Mrs 
Oyston laughs off the idea that 
she might employ fluttering 
eyelashes to get her way in a ma- 
cho sport. “1 don't use feminine 
wiles because I haven't got any. 
I just behave as naturally as I can 
and get on wjLh it. But 1 am 
clever." 

Surely, though, there are sit- 
uations where a woman’s touch 
can open doors? “Being fe- 


male is never an advantage. 
Never. If anything, people ex- 
pect us to be pliable or gullible. 
Sometimes we have to lay down 
a harder line than a man would 
in similar circumstances." 

Pressed to define the quali- 
ties that women bring to her 
club, she admits it is hard to be 
specific. “Maybe we don’t get 
angry the way men do. We try 
to get on well with everybody, 
whereas they tend to be 
confrontational." 

Feminists, of course, are not 
supposed to be cowed by con- 
flict Karren Brady has been at 
pains to distance herself from 


rhe label: Vicki Oyston em- 
braces iL “Definitely, in the 
sense that women can achieve 
anything they want to rather 
than in the sense of getting 
steamed up about unimpor- 
tant things like being called 
'chairwoman'. Karren Ls a fem- 
inist whether she likes it or not" 
The male chauvinist frater- 
nity would no doubt argue 
that such “ladies" are not ac- 
tually in football, merely on the 
administrative periphery. Mrs 
O. as Sam Ellis used to call her. 
is confident that will not always 
be the case: that The Man- 
ageress. Channel 4’s “what if?" 


drama scries, could one day be- 
come reality. 

”1 loved that programme." she 
recalls. “Me and Gill, my MD. 
often argue about this. She al- 
ways savs there'll never be a fe- 
male manager, but 1 say there 
will, because the role is chang- 
ing. They used to run ihe whole 
thing, but now they're more 
team coaches, with other people 
controlling the financial side. 

“Some of the most success- 
ful managers have had little or 
no experience as a top-class 
player. So I really can't see why 
a woman shouldn't eventually 
do the job." 


Rusedski and 
Smith hit 
the heights 


Tennis 


: British No 1 Greg Rused- 
and Sam Smith, the 24-year- 
Esse.x player, both gained 
-i andinc victories yesterday. 
Tic left-handed Rusedski, 
ise world ranking sank to 84 
previous day. enjoyed one 
he best victories of his ca- 
■ when he trounced the fifth- 
Jed Australian Todd 
ndbridse — ranked 34th - 6- 
-1 in the first round of the 
neken Open in Singapore, 
md Smith, ranked 214th in 
world, beat Sweden's Asa 
Isson. ranked 46lh. 6-2. 7-6 
the first round of the 


jssen Cup in Leipzig. The 
; player led 5-2 in the see- 
ei. missed a maLch point in 
ghth game and trailed 2-4 
lie-break before clinching 
jest victory of the year, 
she is certain to move up 
No 3 to No l in Britain, 
ffi Graf needed just 40 min- 
io destroy the American 
erly Po 64). 6-1 yesterday 
: Leipzig Open - her first 
i in Germany since her fa- 
,-cnt on trial for lax evasion, 
the post-match newscon- 
ce. the world No 1, now 
gh to the quarter-finals, re- 
'to comment on her fa- 
; trial, saying only, 
etimes I do find it hard to 
■ntrate, but somehow I al- 
manaqe." 


Schumacher sorry not to partner Hill 


Motor racing 


Jonlan-Peugcot’s new acquisi- 
tion. Ralf Schumacher, said 
yesterday that he is disap- 
pointed he will not be learning 
about Formula One next season 
from his older brother's rival, 
Damon Hill. 

Hill, who is one point away 
from clinching this year's World 
Championship, was widely 
tipped to he going to Jordan af- 
ter Williams dropped him from 
their W97 line-up, but the 


Briton surprised everyone last 
week by announcing he was 
joining ihe rejuvenated Arrows 
team. 

“fm really disappointed about 
his decision, but f guess it's 
about money." said Schumach- 
er. the 21 -year-old brother of the 
current world champion. 
Michael Schumacher. “Maybe 
he doesn't like Schumachers, I 
don't know," he said during a 
break from his first proper test- 
ing session for Jordan at the Es- 
toril circuit. 

Jordan has still to announce 


Schumacher's 1997 team-mate 
and the German said he would 
like to see British veteran and 
current Jordan driver Martin 
Brundle stay on because of his 
experience with the Silrerstone- 
based team. 

Schumacher said that so far, 
Michael - who also started his 
Formula One career with Jor- 
dan - had given him plenty of 
advice, although that might 
stop next year when they meet 
on the track. 

He claimed his performance 
on Japan's F3000 circuit which 


W^E ; K^EN D : F I XT U R E S AND POOLS FORECAST 


NutfcunrMe Football League 
First DMsioa 

1 Bwoforo v souviena 1 

2 Ourttor v Sjresiey jj 

3 Gnmsoy v yPR 2 

4 IpSVACh v SMWn 1 

5 OMf'an’) v Port Vole .2 

6 Woiweitvomoion v Reoartg 1 

Also playing (not on coupons!: Otfurd uuJ 
v Bolton. 

Playing FiUvfi Trance v Ponsmotnn. 
Playing Sunday: Crystal Palace v Sheffield 
United. 

Second MMOR 

7 BrentfttC v RDtfwman 1 

9 Burnley v Stockport x 

30 Bury v Blackpool 1 

11 ChesWfteW v Bristol Cuy 1 

12 GdliitfiWif v Bournemouth 2, 

13 Luton v H&sall — 1 

Plymouth V Millwall Jt 

15 Preston v Petertarough 1 

IB Wycombe v Notts County .......2 

V VDrt v Watford — - 

playing RMay: ’Bristol Rovers v Crawe. 


Third Dtvtsfon 

18 Barnet v Torquay 1 

19 Cambridge utd » Hartlepool J. 

20 Caneie v Mansfield 1 

*21 Chester v Cardiff (postponed! 

22 Dartingu»n v Rochdale _ i 

23 Doncaster v Leyton Orient 1 

24 Herdora v SeartxroujJi .2 

25 Hud v Scunthorpe 1 

28 Uncotn v E\etw 1 

27 Nortnampicn v Fulham 2 

28 Wigan <r Button 1 

•ftaote panel wD adjudicate 

Playmg Friday (not on cagKmsh Svransea 
vCoIcnestec. 

GM VauxfaaR Conference 

29 Heanesford v Fambwoutfi 1 

30 Nonftmch * Dover _..i 

31 Rushden & D mends v Wetmg... X 

32 Slough v Morecamue 1 

33 Stafybndge v Kenenng 2 

34 Stevenage v South Don.. J. 

35 Wohmg v Macclesfield A 

Also playing [net On coupons): Bath 
v Altrincham; Bromsgrove v Gateshead: 
Halifax v Kidderminster: Hayes v 
Telford. 


Scottish League 
First DM ti on 

36 Aiidne v St Mirren 1 

37 Dundee v Clydebank __1 

38 East Fite v FalkiiK Jt 

39 Greenock Morton v Paruck 1 

Also playing (not on coupons): Stiffing v 
St Johnstone. 

Second DMsioa 

40 Brechin v Berwick Jt 

41 Dumbarton v Ayr .2 

42 Uvingrton v Clyde 1 

43 Srenhousemwrv Hamilton 2 

44 Stranraer v Queen of South- _X 

Third Hvisioa 

45 Altnon v Montrose X 

48 East Soring v Ross County 2 

47 Fioriar v CowdenOeeth 1 

48 Inverness C- Thrstle v Art loath 1 

49 Queen's f^rk y Aloa „,2 

Four (taws Chariton AtfUMic v Barnsley. Eaa 
fife v WAk Stranraer v Queen of the South. 
Abort v Monoose. 

Rw aotys: fiat VWe, Nora County, WStIM, 
Fdham. HamHion. 

■fen homes: Ebadford. Wcheitiamoton. Brent- 
ford. GiUin^vam. Preaon Norm End. Banet. 
Lincoln. Slough, Dundee. Forfar. 


he currently leads, was more im- 
portant than the Schumacher 
name in getting him into For- 
mula One. 

“In my fust meeting with 
Formula One, they told me: 
■You either race fast oryou stay 
at home, n he said. 

Eddie Jordan, the team own- 
er who attended the tests, said 
one of his main reasons for hir- 
ing Schumacher was the team's 
past success with young drivers. 
Michael Schumacher, now at 
Ferrari began his meteoric rise 
at Jordan in 1991 before a con- 


troversial mid-season move to 
Benetton, although the younger 
Schumacher said he felt he 
would be happy merely easing 
into Formula One at Jordan. 

“There is not so much pres- 
sure," he said. “If you go to 
Williams, you have to win the 
championship." 

Jordan’s present drivers, 
Rubens BarricbeUo of Brazil 
and Brundle, are In eighth and 
Hih places in the drivers’ tables 
with one race to go in Japan on 
13 October. The Jordan team 
is fifth in the constructors' race. 


TODAYS FIXTURES 


Football 

7.20 unless staled 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FRST DIVISION 
Bradford City vi 
QPR« port Vale — 

WMoasv Bolton 


SECOND DIVISION 
UOwaO * Stockpo r t — 

GM VAUXHALL CONFBISlfCE 
Morecambe v NoMaddi 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP 
SEM-FMAL 

Stranraer V MorUo., 

FB Ctfl* Second i pi Byngr n i nri i qikyr Bkr<g- 
ham Synffiona « La£i RMC Catty v Bilencay 
H.aSr. Baku* v Stewnag; 8ou0i (T45 k Har- 
row 9c»uu0i v DagBCham & HM&Wge i?.J5). 
P Q dpooed; Corse a » twam City ftejrUan u> 
dcrFAImalgtfkinfv6ekBnglnd8Mephy&. 
UNBOND LEAGUE Pwotar Dfirisksn: Acolng- 
wnS5awyrOMri«:Be»wpAu3i»aoflvi5uBe- 
ley: HnOKpry v Midnd Uni Oadaipe Cw dot 
maid: EkadM Part Mu vAdton LAt Dmfc- 
4oiv Waim^m. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rrat DM- 
store Kdsgwe v St Helens. 

UNuer sussex county league nm dm- 

aloe Mle 0#k » Sfioeham (7.1£i: Three 
amiges v uiek. Jaba OUn Laagne Cup fee- 
end mint WhnenaNh v WCioaan. 

SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE PMMfer DntsiOK 
BadwftU v Cdne: BKtogan v M&aer; Owd 
vBMpon. 

league OFWAIES: Hatymyih w Carraittan: 
Bnmn Ferry * Ton Perrae; Oman's Quay v Italy 


«aE Conwy v Cemaes Bay: EM*» Vata v 8207; 
wordpoei v CawatB. 

PONTMS LEMUE Premier DMstorc Bemng- 
namv Otfiam (7.15): Leeds * Tranmere (7.0i: 
Nottingham Rarest v Backbim i7.0i. IW W- 
vbkxu Bbdaoa v Sunootoid (7.0): Corenoy 
rShdBea IM Nona cony « Huddeia- 
S eM (7 Jl): Wast Bramdi v Preston (7.0 1 . Sac 
and DMOos Barroley v Rothotiam (7.0K Cartsto 
» Yunr i7.0); MartsSeH v Mil (7X0: snrewuuiy 
« Btaniey (7 jOI: SlXfrpon » Wnswster Otv 
(045) DM DMatare Chestofieu vOosor (7.0 k 
D cneaak vScammOi (7XD: Saaehnpe v Dai- 
tingan 17.01. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION ffr* Di- 
aWen; Bnstol Otv v Cararfl (at Cteedon); 0> 

tor) Utd v Portsmouth. Lewcw Can Bnstal 
Revere w Swansea (« Yarei: Crystal Patee v 
Bnghtin (2.0) (at Piou^i Lane): Souths moron 
vWmUfjx. 

Rugby Union 

ANQIO WELSH COP POOL 2B: CaidW w Sale 
CXEtpanedl. Pool 2A: Gtoucesur v Gumanr 
{7.30i. Pool 3& Swansea w Haneouins 
(7.0): Canfiff v Sale (pcetponedl. Pool 28: 
Caerptajy v Saracens (7.301: Nenport v 
Normarnpton 17.01. 

Speedway 

PREMIER LEAGUE CraOey Healh & Stoke 
v Ererer far Stt*e.7.45V 
CHALLENGE: Hu I v Scandnman Wongs; 
PMte v Swindon. 

Other sports 

TENTHS: LTA Sawsite Tournament iNonmg 
hami. 


British trio to clock 
up their dir miles 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 

Three members of the British 
Olympic team - John Whitaker. 
Nick Skelton and Geoff Billing- 
ton - wilJ be commuting between 
The Horse of the Year Show at 
Wembley and Paul Schock- 
cmohle'sshowat Bremen in Ger- 
many at the end of the week. 

A private plane has been 
booked to fly the British trio 
from Luton to Bremen on 
Thursday and Sunday mornings, 
returning the same day for the 
big evening classes at Wembley. 

When the initial arrange- 
ments were made, the Golden 
Saddle Grand Prix at Wembley 
was the last competition on 
Sunday evening. It has since 
been moved to the start of the 
evening programme which, ac- 
cording to Whitaker, will “make 
the timing a hit light". 

Whitaker and Billington will 
have their Olympic mounts. 
Welham and It’s Otto, in Bre- 
men. Skelton will have Dollar 
GirL the mare he rode into third 
place in this years Volvo World 
Cup final. There was no ago- 
nising over the decision. The top 
prize at Wembley is ±7.500 - 
compared with £40.0(XJ at Bre- 
men, which is where the lop 
horses will obviously be. 

The great efforts to recapture 
the popularity of the Wembley 


show, which begins its five-day- 
run this morning, should nev- 
erthelewpay worthwhile divi- 
dends. The Cadre Nnir. the 
French National School of Eq- 
uitation. will be giving their won- 
derful displays of classical riding 
on the last three days of the 
show. There will also be a qual- 
ifier for the Volvo World Cup 
Dressage, a freestyle to music 
contest, on Sunday. 

The organisers are hoping 
that improved facilities and pre- 
sentation will help them to attract 
a major sponsor, which would 
then make it possible to in- 
crease the showjumping prizes. 
The show already lias a now date 
for next rear it will run from 24 
to 28 September li i avoid another 
dash with Bremen. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of former Arse 
nal management staff now a 
Queen's Rark Rangers. Stew 
Burtenshaw yesterday corn 
pleted the triumvirate wher 
he took over as QPR's chie 
scout under the new man- 
ager. Stewart Houston, ant 
! his assistant, Bruce Rioch. 
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Newcastle 
pair Ideal 
for England’ 


Football 


Alan Shearer has told Glenn 
Hoddle that bis Newcastle 

Les FerdinantTcou] d propel 
England to World Cup qualifi- 
cation. 

The £21 ra pair both scored - 
Ferdinand twice - as Newcas- 
tle moved up to second place in 
die Premiership with a 4-3 vic- 
tory over Aston Villa at St 
James' Park on Monday night. 

As well as the goals, the 
strike force that Kevin Keegan 
brought to Newcastle in the 
hope that they would help to 
end a 70-year wah for the cham- 
pionship gave the potential 
England centre-back pairing of 
Garetb Southgate and Ugo 
Ehiogu a torrid time. 

When asked about their in- 
ternational prospects. Shearer 
said: can’t do any more. Wte 

have both been playing rea- 
sonably well ana both been 
scoring goals. That’s all wc can 
do at club level and now bolh 
of us have to hope that we get 
the call. But the rest is nerw up 
to the manager. Only he can an- 
swer the question of whether we 
will play together for England 
and only he can decide.” 

Shearer, the £15m man who 
was made England captain be- 
fore the opening World Cup 
qualifying win in Moldova last 
month, has scored five goals in 
his black and while No 9 shirt 
after returning "borne" from 
Blackburn in the summer. 

His place in Hoddle’s selec- 
tion is not in doubt, but Ferdi- 
nand needs performances like 
Monday night's to put him up- 
permost in the England coach's 
thoughts. The double against 
Villa took his tally for the cam- 
paign to eight in nine matches 
and he ioofcs the perfect foil for 
Shearer, making nonsense of 


early-season suggestions by crit- 
ics that they were an unsuitable 
pairing for club or country. 

Keegan was naturally de- 
lighted with their showing. 
“Their partnership up front 
looked everything 1 knew it 
could be,” the Newcastle man- 
ager said. “Alan's arrival has 
helped take some of the burden 
off Les. who was absolutely su- 
perb. It wasn't just his two goals 
-he wil) always get goals -it was 
his work-rate that stood out." 

Ehiogu has also joined the 
Shearer-Ferdinand fan club and 
admitted he was relieved that he 
does not face such power every 
week. Villa’s captain said: “We 
won't come up against the likes 
of those two very often and I'm 
glad because they are something 
special We helped them with 
some indifferent defending, but 
you've got to give them credit be- 
cause they took full advantage" 

However, scaring honours 
on the night went to Aston Vil- 
la's Dwight Yorke. The Tobagan 
striker went into the game with- 
out. a goal this season after scor- 
ing 25 m all competitions last 
term. He looked bade to his best 
against Newcastle, hitting a 
brilliant hat-trick, having an- 
other late strike ruled out by a 
marginal offside decision and 
also bitting the post. 

Ehiogu~ said: “His goals 
showed what a good finisher he 
is and it's nice to see him find- 
ing the net again because he is' 
such an important player for us ” 

It was a sentiment echoed by 
Villa's manager. Alan Little, 
who adopled~a similar view to 
Keegan in that his striker's per- 
formance pleased him more 
than the goals. He said: "It's 
nice for Dwight and it's a reward 
for the effort he has been 
putting in. His all-round per- 
formance was good and that was 
the most important thing. The 
goals were just a bonus." 



Newcastltfs Steve Howey enjoys the moment after scoring against Aston VHta 


Photograph: Shaun BotteriU/AHsport 


Unbeaten Hodgson under fire 


Celtic rift widens 


The rift between Pierre Vhn 
Hooijdank and Celtic widened 
yesterday when the Dutchman 
hit back’at the club's critidsra 
of him. 

Tommy Burns, the Celtic 
manager,’ warned the 26-ycar- 
oid sinker, who has been tailed 
up by the Netherlands for their 


wage 

Var 


World Cup qualifying game in 
Whies on Saturday, to “Icom hu- 
mility" after he asked for a 
transfer unless he received a 
increase. 

vhn Hooijdonk has also been 
accused of refusing to speak to 
the media and failing to take 
pan in various club activities 
which he is contractually oblig- 
ed to cany out, but he said yes- 
terduy: “After I opened the 
papers this morning, l think 
people are kidding hundreds of 
thousands of Celtic supporters. 

“If you use the press ail the 
time in the way you talk to each 
oLhcr. then that says enough 
about the situation I think. 
What's important is that the 
leant is a success." 


French centre 
facing long 
suspension 

Rugby Union 

Richard Dourthe, the French 
centre facing allegations of foul 
play during Iasi week's win ov er 
Wales, is "set to go into in- 
ternational exile until be be- 
comes more disciplined. 

Jo Maw. France's manager, 
is angry with Dourthc for vet 
again stepping out of line and 
is ready Hi leave him out for as 
long ns is necessary. 

“We did not take any sanc- 
tions and the Welsh union did 
not ask us to. We shall solve the 
problem hncrnaltr.*’ Maw said. 
"We shall be extremely firm with 
a boy like Richard Dourthe. 
who has to make amends. The 
Spr ing boks are coming and the 
tfwm spirit must be radically dif- 
ferent- If it’s noL we will make 
other decisions." 

Last season Dourthe was 
suspended for 30 day? for kick- 
:{nc the England No <S, Ben 
Clarke, during the Five Nations' 
Championship match in Paris. 
The South Africans lour France 
iin late November and early 

December. 

{ Gareth Llewellyn will 
Income the first Welsh for- 
ward to win 50 caps on Satur- 
day when he faces Italy in 
Rome's Olympic Stadium. 

The 6ft’ 2in second rower 
reaches this milestone and joins 
Sranks of Welsh legends 
; ‘such as leuan Evans, JPR 
■WOfiams and Gareth Edwards. 


Van Hooijdonk had an in- 
conclusive meeting with Bums 
last night. "It was a very short 
meeting, so nothing was said 
about the future," the playersaid. 

Ray Wilkins, the former 
Queen's Park Rangers manag- 
er. has ruled himself out of suc- 
ceeding Alex Miller as manager 
of Hibernian, but he does want 
a second month's contract as a 
player. 

"I am not interested in the 
managerial position.” Wilkins 
said. “I would prefer to take a 
break from management at pre- 
sent. But I intend returning to 
Hibs for another month as a play- 
er. I spoke to Alex about it al- 
ter Saturday s game and agreed 
verbally to slay another month. 

"I've spoken to the chairman 
since then and have agreed to 
come back. My word is my 
bond and I have enjoyed play- 
ing with a great set of lads at 
Hibs. But if a new manager 
comes in and doesn't feel 1 fit 
the bill as a player in the short 
term, then so be it." 


Intemazionale have yet to lose 
a game this season, but that has 
not stopped the Italian media 
criticising Roy Hodgson, their 
English coach. 

Inter are third in SerieA, two 
points behind the leaders 
Juvent us and one point behind 
their city rivals Milan, and they 
are still on course in both the 
Uefa and Italian Cups. 

Although Inter have picked 
up points and results, their 
overail standard of play has 
been, far from impressive, and 
this has disappointed the dub’s 
owner, Massimo Moratti. 

Last week Inter took a 3-0 
lead into the second leg of 
their Uefa Cup tie against the 
modest French side Guingamp. 
They appeared to take thin gs 
easy in a 1-1 home draw at the 
San Siro, prompting Moratti's 
anger. 

He said: “I’m most disap- 
pointed. This is not the way to 


do things. These gentlemen 
[the Inter playerej ought to 
show more respect both for the 
fans and the game itself.” 

Then, after a 1-1 away draw 
with Atalanta in the league on 
Sunday, Moratti expressed his 
disappointment with the match, 
in which Atalanta equalised in 
the 86th minute. “This was a 
game that we ought not to 
have thrown away,” be said. 

Italian newspapers have sug- 
gested that Moratti believes 
Hodgson should take a tougher 
line with his players. The Milan- 
based daily sports newspaper 
Gazxtta Delio Sport said: “It is 
up to Hodgson to sort things 
out... the club expects him to 
be a bit more of a sergeant- 
major with the players." 

Such comments in the Italian 
press are not new. Even before 
the season began, Gaizetta 
Delio Sport said: “A problem 
does exist and Hodgson is the 


problem. Will he prove capable 
of leading the potentially great 
side created for him by Presi- 
dent Moratti?” 

Hodgson, however, is de- 
fended by his assistant, the for- 
mer Inter and Italy defender 
Giacinto PacchettL 

“This year we've made a lot 
of changes, and of all the big 
names we're the one with most 
room for improvement, but 
you need time,” Eacchetti said. 

During the summer, Inter 
signed the- Dutch midfielder 
Aron Winter, the Frenchmen 
Youri Djorkaeff and Jocelyn 
Angioma, the Chilean striker 
Ivan Zamorano and the Swiss 
midfielder Ciriaco Sforza. They 
joined a squad which already 
contained Raul Ince and the Ar- 
gentine Javier ZanettL 

Before the start of the season, 
Hodgson acknowledged that 
his biggest difficulty would be 
to blend so many different 


talents. He said: “The job of 
coaching, being a good coach, 
is to take a bunch of individu- 
als and make them into a team. 
That’s my task." 

Although Hodgson is not 
thought to be in any danger of 
imminent dismissal, a number of 
names have been suggested as 
future coaches of Inter, includ- 
ing Arrigo Sacchi, the coach of 
the national side. Darnel Pas- 
saiefla, the Argentina coach, and 
Fhbio Capello, who is in charge 
at Real Madrid. ■ 

■ Bruno N’Gotty, the French 
international midfielder who 
was injured during Paris St 
Germain’s 3-0 victory over 
Vaduz in the European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup last week, will be 
out of action for up to a month, 
club doctors said yesterday. 
N’Gotty has a tom’ right calf 
muscle and has been forced to 
withdraw from the French 
squad to play Turkey next week. 


Danes bank on English exiles 


Four leading players in the 
Premiership have been included 
in Denmark’s squad to play 
Greece in their World Cup 
Group One qualifying match on 
9 October. 

Peter Schmeichel, Man- 
chester United’s goalkeeper, 
and the West Ham defender 
Marc Rieper are joined by 
Jacob Laucsen, who signed for 
Derby during the summer, and 
Allan Neilsen, who recently 
moved to Tottenham. 

Claus Thomsen, of Ipswich, 
and the Rangers striker Brian 
Laudmp are also included in the 
18-man squad for the match in 
Copenhagen. 

Youri Mulder, the Schalke 
striker, has an ankle injury and 
has pulled out oF the Dutch 
squad for the Group Seven 


match against Wales on Satur- 
day. Guus Hiddink, the Dutch 
coach, will also be without the 
injured strikers Patrick K3 invert 
and Rene Eykeikamp, but he 
has not named a replacement 
for Mulder. 

Hristo Stokhkov, who did not 
turn up for Bulgaria's Group 
Five match against Israel last 
month, was yesterday left out of 
the squad for the game against 
Luxembourg next week. 

Hristo Bonev. the Bulgaria 
coach, made no reference to 
Stoichkov when he announced 
the squad. Stoichkov has not 
played for Barcelona recently 
because he has a leg injury. 

Bonev has dropped the de- 
fenders Gnsho Grnehev and 
Vladimir Ivanov and included 
two uncapped players, the de- 


fender Georgi Antonov the 
and striker Georgi Markov, 
both from Lokomotiv Sofia. 

Bulgaria lost 2-1 in Israel and 
will be desperate for a con- 
vincing victory against Luxem- 
bourg next Tuesday. 

Dusan Uhrin, the Czech 
coach, has recalled the veteran 
Miroslav Kadlec to bolster his 
defence for the Group Sot 
match against Spain. 

Kadlec, 32, who plays for the 
German club Kaiserslautern, 
has been plagued by an AchiDes 
tendon injury recently, and 
missed the Czechs’ 6-0 defeat of 
Malta in September. 

Uhrin said that after watch- 
ing Kadlec play in a league 
match at the weekend he had 
little doubL that the defender 
would be ready for the match. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Fall before pride for Lara 


Crfclcst 

The West Indies batsman Bri- 
an Lara has been honoured as 
the International Cricketer of 
the Year, but he nearly missed 
the celebration in Bombay after 
immigration authorities' there 
initially refused him entry. 

The dumbfounded 27 -vcar- 
old Trinidadian was informed by 
officials at Sahar Internationa] 
airport they could not allow him 
in as he had failed to secure u 
'•iso. the usual requirement for 
all Indian visitors. 

However, they were forced to 
relent after Bombay cricket of- 
ficials contacted the Ministry of 
the Interior, although Lara still 
hod to leave his passport with 


immigration during his slay. 
Lara picked up over £9,000 for 
the honour, awarded for the 
1995-96 season. 

The former West Indies cap- 
tain, Cine Lloyd, said: “He is 
pure gold. As he matures 1 am 
sure he will lead the West Indies 
into the 21st century and to Lbc 
top of world cricket ladder.” 

■ The flamboyant opener 
Sanath Jayasuriya was Sri Lan- 
ka's hero with a 30-baD 45 as they 
overhauled South Africa’s total 
of 169 with 92! overs and two 
wickets to spare to win their one- 

day match in the Kenyan cen- 
tenary four-nation tournament 
in Nairobi yesterday. It was Sri 
Lanka's I3lh victory in a row in 
onc-day internationals. 


First Division fixture fix 


Football 

The Nationwide League’s First 
Division dubs were last night 
divided over a proposal to ex- 
tend (he rule which permits 
dubs to 'postpone fixtures when 
they have three or more players 
on senior interna rioual duty to 
include Undcr-21 internationals. 

At the moment, clubs can 
only call off matches when they 
have three or more players in 
a senior international squad. 
But the Football League has 
asked First Division cluhs tn say 
whether or not they would 
prefer Undcr-21 squads to fall 
into the same category. 

If a majority of clubs are in 


favour of the change it will be in- 
troduced. but League officials, 
who were been receiving replies 
from dubs throughout yesterday, 
said the outcome will be dose. 

Chris Hull, a spokesman for 
the League, said: “It looks as 
though opinions are pretty 
evenly divided. 

“Some clubs want to play 
their matches despite having 
players on international duty be- 
cause they don't want to get info 
a .situation where they are play- 
ing two matches in midweek at 
the end of the season. 

“Other dubs fed their in- 
ternational players are an inte- 
gral part of their side and that 
they can’t play without them." 


Teague keeps 
Cowboys on 
right track 

American football 

Lilted from their lethargy by 
Herschel Walker's kick-off 
return, the visiting Dallas Cow- 
boys defeated the Philadelphia 
Eagits 23-19 on Monday to Sian 
to get their season back on 
track. 

The Eagles last their quarter- 
back Rodney Pecte, probably 
For the season, after he lore a 
tendon in his right knee after 
catching his studs in the turf. 

The Dallas defense was the 
difference between the two 
teams. They intercepted two 
passes, recovered three fumbles 
and made six sacks. The high- 
light was George Teague's inter- 
ception near his own goal-line 
in the final two minutes to stop 
a drive that could hove given the 
Eagles the lead. 

“I was really proud of the 
effort that our team displayed 
tonicht.” Barry Switzer, the 
Dallas head coach, said. “It 
seemed like the guys were ready 
to play and they had great in- 
tensity and great emotion.” 

The Eagles were not the 
only ones counting their casu- 
alties. Erik Kramer, the Chicago 
Bears quarterback, will be out 
of action for six weeks with a 
herniated disc in his neck. And 
Tim Biakabutuka, the Carolina 
Panthers* rookie running back, 
wilj miss the rest of the season 
with a torn cruciate ligament in 
his left knee. 


American football 

WU Dates 23 PhSadebrta 19. 

Boxing 

Roseoda Ateirez. of Mcaragja, knocked 

out his Japanese cnaBeogsrTakasni Sh- 

lohama in the eighth round of their 

scheduled 12-raund bout to retain his 

World Boxing Association sjrawwsight 

We in Ktakyushu yestetda* Afcenjr. v3\o 

won the title in December 1995, ex- 
tends his record to 22 wins. 

Cycling 

TOUR OF PUGLIA Fh*t SUtfa (ITSfcUtf 

107.2m. from Bari to Mraraboflo, RaM: 1J 

Uuseeuw iBeti 4hr Umn lAste/ 
3S^90«ti irjrt: 2 F tSutt flO; 3 A Sfl*w 

(Rjsj: 4F Casaffsnde ilu; S G lumbmtk 00: a 

A Trt no: 7 F Bantam W: 8 N Pane*) no: 9 M 

Vea 00: 10 8 awg {SiWtJ a* same ana. 

Football 

Stew Parian vesterday was appointed 

manager of Third Division MansHek) 

Town, making him the Nationwide 

Lake's youngest in that position. The 

30 -year-old former stoke and West 

Bromwich mnfflqwer had been caretaker 

manager at Mansfield since Andy fang's 
departure at the end of Au&aL . 

FHEMIbHSW AMI msr DMSKM SUSP**- 

SMH3: P FwBwm l&wwm 2 nwchajfrom 

EAlkBM MM0Mr(V»9 Han 1MRU1 rnnti 

tam 5m Genoa C Palmer amb uroeffl l matti 

tram 5th Oct: J Strait (Chariton) 1 matt* ttxn 

Atfr (fce B Nimtlmr toolings 1 maasi flam 5tfi 

OR A Roden* iOkbi Ratace» 1 match flwi S» 

occ 6 Taster CSM&U unnd) l man* Horn 5m 

0CL foMftWi League Cap M Ftya fftjit Veto) 

1 nratfi BWHouna match L Daoi fOnwitjj QM 

a mffltn tfwt! -round roWu M BOateP ffUhHV 1 


DMHSM SQUAD MM Cop rardtflof vOraece, 
8 OctatowE C udfcaa pw P Sdma ia MI (Mat- 

efteste Ural. H Krotfh (BrafldM. Defender*: J 

JW* (tooMtei J Frife-HannM (H trtrurg. 

Gen. TIM* (Ucfncei. j imn Oertyttuv 

Ccpamaew, AMm rrautond. M 3d*> an- 

te* nuBoausiu. c Thomm OphmM. Strfle 
etc: S Antiancri (Aatnqg. B bwfcvp (ttenenri. 

M tararap ivhsB Kobe), P Mo rt W (Bmeroy), 
p iWm fiwu&a 

Golf 


“I watched him play in the 
Cup-Winners' Cup and then last 
Sunday against Leipzig and he 
played wen," Uhrin said 

Uhrin discounted specula- 
tion that he would drop his first- 
choice goalkeeper Petr Kouba, 
who has seen little action since 
he was transferred to Deportivo 
La Coruna from Sparta Prague 
at (he beginning of the season. 
He rejected the suggestion that 
he might play Newcastle's Pavel 
Smicek, saymg Kouba was well 
suited to facing Spain, “espe- 
cially since we wtU be playing at 
Sparta stadium”. 

Uhrin also said he eroeded 
the English-based midfielders 
Pa Irik Berger and Karel 
Poborsky, dubbed “the dynam- 
ic duo” by the Czech press, to 
join almost every attack. 


Hockey 

Scotiand came firm behind id draw 1-1. 

with the United States in their second 

game In the Wodd Cup qualifying tour- 

nament In Cagfed yesterday. After BiH 
Scott trad tfvwi the Americans a 44th 

minute lead (torn the penalty spot Chris 

Andwson levelled the scams. Scotland's 

late fighfibaefc wes handicapped by a 
red cate to Leonard Michael m the dos- 
ing stages. 

Chris Moore, hockey correspondent of 
the Daffy "telegraph and Sunday Teh- 

graph, has ded^d 59. He started with 

the Sunday fefegraph In 1977. A pro- 

lific writer on the game, he hats been 
edtor of WoiU Hockey since July 1991. 

Judo 

The Olympic heavyweight Judo cham- 
pion, David DouVet of France, has been 

injired In a motorcycle accident and wfl 

miss five months of training. DouStet, 
also the three-times world champion. 

was injured when h® 1200cc motor- 

cycle hit a car on 8 Wghwayjugt out- 
side of Parts. He wlfl ntiss tie European 
Chib championships in November but 

should be back by the World Champi- 
onships in Rads next October, 

Rugby League 

Papra New Guinea, narrowly beaten by 

&e« attain in a Test match ac the week- 

end .were edged out 24-22 by the New 
Zealand Lion Reds In the opening 

match of (heir New Zealand tour. 
Htemrigten have stgted three Auckland 

Warriors player. Rjl-back or oernre Wgal 

Va&ra, pep Dates Mead and baekrw- 

er tony letup u, who have agreed tuo- 
jea" deals, wdamus at WJdespool next 

month. Wigan's ax-Test hooker Martin 

Demon has also been signed. 


MwMm Mated) Lndhft pirns 1 L OtMw 

«L94pBi; 2 A SorartSfifn (S«e) 353.17: 3 L 

Keurnarm on] 271-68: « K Webb (Dud 

SS&a?: SDPtwcsr tUSl M0.74; SM MsGam 

(US1217.7l:7MMsAon(tJS]211.67.'8kRDb- 

t>ra'U& 209.0ft 9 HAtfredsaon t&*e] 1*8.50: 

10 V Staner (USf USS2. 6ft 12 A nuus 

14A33; IS I Johnson 115^0; 20 L Hackney 

laajBfW j MttfwraoseiKifertnisust; 

71 1 Fntioutil 74 J fatal 75 

P Wri£M «;i% 87 P Rad 3088: W. H 
WUAwTttH Ji.rf; 99 C HjP 3UX). 


British hopes that the rttidtSe-sne yacht 

far next year's three-boat teams hr the 

Admiral's Cup would be- o pened up to 

a lately of sms fcidMduaSy hantfcapped 

have been dashed a s meeting of the 

managng committee at the Royal 
Ocean RaongOub wflCh oonUmied that 

die level rating JLCSOeHdtwnain, flawed 

by the Mumm 36 and a 4 5- footer. 
Rod Carr, the Olympic coach, will suc- 
ceed the racing manager, John Reed, 
at the Raya! V&chdng Association nea 
March. At least two csntfdates are be- 

ing considered tor the vacant position 
of Olympic coach. 


Newlove knee 



call-up chance 


Rugby Loajue 


DAVE HADF1ELD 
reports from Nadi, Fiji 


% 


.Great Britain’s hopesof calling 
St Heeds’ Ifest centre, Paul 

ewJove, as a possible re- 
placement for Ion Roper on 
their South Seas tour tiaye been 
dashed by injury. . 

Warrington’s Roper may be 
forced to return home with a 
knee injury sustained in the 
opening tour match in Pai 
New Guinea last Wedn< 
but Newlove, the' Super 
League's leading fry-scorer this 
summer and the most 
player in the world at 
underwent a knee dean-up op- 
eration yesterday. 

St Helens' chief executive, 
David Howes, said: “Paul is also 
g from a hamstring in- 
jury and will not be fit until the 
Christmas double header 
against Wigan." 

Newlove is the second St 
Helens player to undergo 
surgery in a week following rate 
forward Ian Pfcltavance, who 
has had a groin operation. He 
had originally been ruled out of 
the tour party with a hamstring 
injury sustained in the Pre- 

at OldT&affopdand heaisofu» 
an enduring foot problem. 

Roper will be given until the 
end or the week before making 
any final decision. The Great 
Britain coach, Phil Larder, said: 


,4 *We have not ruled Jonathan 
out yet and the first priority is 
to be fair to him. But it's not 
looking too good. It looks as if 
he would not be available for 
three or four weeks and that 
would put him out of the tour. 

. Whether we send for a re- 
placement would depend on the 
RFL [Rugby Football League] 
.and also who is available 
Salford’s Academy captain, 
Nathan McAvoy, is an obvious 
candidate to replace Roper 
who has damaged medial knee 
ligaments. 

■ Rugby league’s big two, St 
Helens and Wigan, yesterday 
confirmed plans to stage a spe- 
cial winter challenge to be 
played over two legs on Boxing 
Day and New Years Day. The 
double header - with the ag- 
gregate winner collecting a five- 
figure cash prize and a special 
trophy - could generate around 
£200,000. The first leg will be 
staged at Wjgan's Central Park. 

■ Oldham Bears have, as ex- 
pected. signed an agreement 
with Oldham Athletic to play 
their Super League games and 
cup ties next season at Bound- 
ary Farit after the demolition of 
the Wftersheddings. Oldham 
Council is considering three 
options for the future - a new 
stadium for use by both dubs at 
Westwood Park; the develop- 
ment of Boundary Park for 
permanent use by both dubs; or 
the bidding of a new rugby-only 
stadium. 


Jury orders Tyson to 
pay Rooney £2.5m 


Boxing 


A New York jury has awarded 
£2.56m to Kevin Rooney, the 
former trainer of Mike Tyson, 
in a contract dispute with the 
world heavyweight champion. 

The federal court jury in 
Albany, which deliberated for 
more than nine hours over two 
days before reaching the verdict 
also decided that Tyson did not 
have just cause to sack Rooney 
in 1988. 

Tyson, who was sued for 
£30.62m by Rooney, described 
the verdict as “ridiculous” and 
said: “Tf Kevin would have asked 
me for four million dollars 1 
would have given it to him.” 

In the lawsuit, Rooney ac- 
cused the boxer of failing to 
honour a verbal contract made 
by Tyson’s late mentor, Cus 
D’Araato, promising him a life- 
time job with a guaranteed 10 
per cent of the boxer’s winnings. 

Tyson’s lawyer had coun- 
tered that the boxer knew noth- 
ing about such a contract. “Tm 
satisfied.” Rooney said alter the 
ruling. 

“I never expected 49 million 
but you can't take blood from 
a stone. They came in with what 
they feel is a just verdict and I'm 
not going to argue with it." 

“I am going to appeal against 
this unjust deciaon,” said Tyson, 
who had testified that he had 
parted company with Rooney 
after becoming angry at the 


Simon Walker in Toshiba leads the 14- 

Stiong BT Gtobed ChaBengp fleet by one 

mile from Chns Tibbs In Conceit and 

Rkriate Tudor In Nuclear Qectric as, and 

opening blow behind triem, tfiey cross 

ti« Bay <rf Brscayi reaching under a ®n- 

tle north-mesterty 


Jane Martin, ttw world No 9. has wWv 

drawn item tbs Engand squad tor (fie 

World Championships In Malaysia lat- 

er ttts month because at a back irquiy 
The 24-year-ota, from Newcastle, who 

WBSduetornatefierftor«ionalchai> 

ptonshlp debut at the tournament, will 

be replaced by the England No 5, Un- 

da Cnarman, of Sussex. 
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trainer for talking publicly 
about his marriage to the actress 
Robin Givens and his contract 
dispute with his former manager 
Bill Cayton. 

Prince Naseem Hamed yes- 
terday broke off training for bis 
□ext world title fight to receive 
the Board of Control’s Boxer of 
the Year award in London. 

Hamed’s award for his out- 
standing year was presented at 
a board hutch by the new chair- 
man Leonard “Nipper" Read. 

The World Boxing Organi- 
sation featherweight champion 
from Sheffield, who races 
Argentina’s Reimigio Molina 
at Manchester's Nyncx Arena 
on 9 November, is looking 
ahead to a fruitful 1997. in 
which the formidable Mexican 
Marco Antonio Barrera could 
be on his agendo. 

. Before then, Hamed coukl be 
making an assault on the 
International Boxing Federation 
title of Tbm “Boom Boom” 
Johnson in February. 

The now- re tired Frank 
Bruno received a special tribute 
for bis major contribution to 
British boxing, while the over- 
seas Boxer of the Year statuette 
went to South Africa's WBO 
light-flyweight champion. Baby 
Jake Matiala. 

The British Fight of the Year 
was the titanic super-feather- 
weight title dash between P J 
Gallagher and Charles Shep- 
herd at Erith Leisure Centre in 
Kent on 29 June. 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 
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2. FttzwKm 13-2; 3. lonta 16-1. 9 ran. 
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4 rav Abou Zouz <4dij. ho. i*. n 
Kingsclere), Tote: £10.70; £2.60, £5.80. 
£5.60. DF: E90.CW. CSF: £14Z09. Too; 
£1-536.00. 
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iavanelli talks 
of move to 
Old Traf ford 


CATHERINE RILEY 

With the season not yet two 
months nl«l Fahrizio Ruvanelli's 
future at Middlesbrcmuh was 
llmux-n in doubt yesterday when 
reports from Italy indicnied that 
he was seeking a move from the 
Premiership club. 

RavandJi. who.is in Italy with 
the national squad for their 
World Cup qualifier against 
Moldova on Saturday, was quot- 
ed as saying Manchester Unit- 
ed were interested in him. 

"The idea is exciting because 
Manchester United are more 
representative and prestigious, 
they have greater ambitions, 
while Middlesbrough have a 
long-term programme." he said. 
"Let's wait and see what hap- 
pens on my return to England. 
After you've won a lot. as I have, 
it s not easy to fight for a place 
in the Uela Cup." 

While a move to Old Trafford 
might seem unlikely, it is 
thought Ravanclli is unsettled 
at Middlesbrough and he may 
return to Italv's SerieA with a 


move to Parma, who are be- 
lieved to be keen on signing him 
during the Italian league's 
transfer window next month. 

Bolton Wanderers are trying 
to sign the former Manchester 
United player Mark Hughes in 
a £1.5m deal from Chelsea. 
Colin Todd, the Bolton manag- 
er. wants to sign Hughes before 
the two sides meet in the Coca- 
Cola Cup later this month. 

Paul McGrath is reconciled 
to leaving Aston Villa after his 
transfer row with Brian Little, 
the Villa m.mnger. McGrath has 
handed in a written transfer re- 
quest after seven years at Villa 
and will today meet Little and 
the club chairman. Doug Ellis, 
who has placed a £200.0t.X) price 
tag on the player. 

“I wanted to leave Villa with 
my head held high, hut the way 
things have been, that doesn't 
seem possible now." McGrath 
said. “I don't think it is p< visi- 
ble to patch things up now." 

The saga involving Mark 
Guterman. the Chester City 
chairman, and Manchester City 
took a new twist yesterday when 
the 36-yea r-uld property 


Only the best 
for Wenger 


Arscoe Wenger arrived for his 
first official day's work at Ar- 
senal yesterday and pledged: 
"Only the best will be good 
enough for me." 

The Gunners’ new French 
manager, who Is on a three-year 
contract worth around £2m. 
blow's that no foreign coach has 
ever won the title in Englander 
fed a Premiership loam to last- 
ing success. 

He said yesterday: "This is ray 
challenge and. quite simply, 
my ambition is to win every 
mutch ;«nd every competition we 
play in. The League champi- 
onship is the mark of real qual- 
ity for me. the first ambition. 
Everything follows from that. 

"I will aim to trv to improve 
the club at every level, from the 
first team d< wn’to the youth sys- 
tem. It will he no sudden revo- 
lution, but there will be a 
gradual transition." 

Wenger, who-e first mate It in 
charge is at Blackburn on 12 Oc- 
tober. s.iid he considers the 
England goalkeeper. David Sea- 
man. 32. skipper Tony Adams, 
3»». and striker lari Wright. 33 in 
November, as the backbone of 
the team. 

"Over the next few days I \\ ill 
be talking to the players on an 


individual basis, but nobody 
need fear coming to see me. I 
will not be cutting anybody, but 
I would like to buy new players 
as well because the squad is a 
bit small. 

“1 look at lan Wright and he 
is not like a normal 33. He is ex- 
tremely fit and strong. It is the 
same with Tony Adams who I 
know is a great leader. And for 
Seaman, as a goalkeeper, his age 
is unimportant." 

“The players have to adapt 
to me and I must adapt to 
them." he said. "We must be 
tolerant of one another. They 
will all have their chance be- 
cause w, hat has gone on before 
is not my responsibility. I am 
very strong on discipline, but 
that starts on the pitch. I do not 
want to lose the many strengths 
.Arsenal already have. 

“They know and have had to 
accept that any little thing they 
do is often seen as a big thing 
because Arsenal is a very ex- 
posed dub in the media. Many 
other players would not be able 
to cope w ith that. 1 w ill work to 
my maximum and I am confi- 
dent I can bring out the Ivst 
from everybody who works with 
me. In the end I will only be sat- 
isfied if 1 get the hest." 


tycoon called off a news con- 
ference last night at which he 
was expected to announce de- 
tails of a proposed offer. 

His explanation suggested 
that he had lost interest in 
helping out City, saying: “I 
have had an amicable meeting 
with Francis Lee. the Man- 
chester City chairman. I remain 
chairman of Chester City FC 
and will devote all of my efforts 
towards ensuring the future 
and development of the Dcva 
Stadium Football Club." 

A different light was shed on 
the matter when Bill Wingrove. 
Chester's club spokesman, lat- 
er said that the news conference 
had only been postponed. He 
also said the idea of Chester act- 
ing as a "feeder club" for City 
was still under consideration. 

Meanwhile, the Carlisle 
chairman. Michael Knighton, 
has revealed that he rejected an 
approach to take over City. 
Knighton, who made an auda- 
cious bid to gain control of City's 
neighbours Manchester United 
in 1VS9. says he was targeted by 
an unnamed consortium to be 
chief executive five weeks ago. 

"I didn't really give it a sec- 
ond UioughL” he* said. “I wasn't 
asked for any real financial in- 
vestment as they just wanted me 
to run iL I suppose I have to say 
I was rather flattered to be ap- 
proached and I sincerely hope 
City can sort themselves out." 

Martin Scott, the Sunderland 
defender sent off in last Satur- 
day's defeat at Arsenal, has had 
a second operation in fierce 
months. The 2S -year-old Scott 
had a hernia operation before 
the season began and had fur- 
ther surgery on Monday on a 
troublesome groin injury. 

Meanwhile, his manager. Pe- 
ter Reid, has accepted that he 
will be asked by the Football As- 
sociation to explain his reactions 
to Scott's dismissal which re- 
sulted in referee Paul Danson 
ordering him from the dug-out. 

“I expert I will be receiving 
some mail from the FA fairly 
soon.” he said. "Everything I 
have to say on the situation 1 
said on Saturday and l stand by 
that. I was unprofessional and 
I have apologised." 

The Portsmouth manager, 
Terry Fenwick, first-team coach 
Keith Waldon. and director Ter- 
ry Brady, have been chatgcd with 
misconduct by the Football As- 
sociation after alleged remarks 
made to referee Martin Boden- 
ham after last week's Coca-Cola 
Cup defeat by Wimbledon. 

England's World Cup quali- 
fying match against Poland aL 
Wembley on 9 October has been 
made all-ticket following the 
sale of 50.000 seats. No tickets ; 
will he available on the niaht. ! 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


Tuesday's Solution 



\ CROSS 

But is/w./.k performed in 
this part .>t theatre? {5-2-5) 
Dixini-scJ. slwv\ up tor 
nay « »l 1 1 "» 

V- >iees i »f >>> and girh in 
Italy tor Spain. pnvxiMv) 
Cl' 

SunJ:i\ ircqueiilh restful 

14. ’ 

Extent of slion. American 
piece (5) 

Kmeiish caught by sloop 
ahead (4) 

Iron rails of Burmese. lor 
example'.' t“l 
Dangerous craft of diplo- 
macy 1 71 

With shivering fits, number 
inside. Nullcring i"l 
Former capital of king 
with a chair to be repaired 


Misfortune without ecstasy 
in seraglio! (4) 

Short incup>ii>n. always, lor 
poets t5» 

Hard slog fur Rangers with 
centre-half King (4| 
Endless to-do in genuine 
declinature 1 7t 
Describe former- partner? 

Ugly ! 1 7 1 

Swashbuckling in racy, me- 
dieval fashion' 1 5-3-4 >’ 
DOWN 

Disastrous note on a flute 
that is flawed (M 
Double reed blown in the 
wind (41 

Flask for mother's ruin'? 

(71 

Banqueting out east — or 
the other extreme ( 7 ) 
Embarrassed cry when 
something is dropped in 
Co-Op sufvrmarket (4) 


n Cleaner to quieten a politi- 
cian on rounds? (7) 

? Nonsense for Americans to 
have down on Suffolk, for 
instance fl3j 

•S Haring approved opinions 
of title-holding? (5-tl) 

14 French quitting frenzied 
caper (5) 

15 Gray excited about North- 
ern 'Crow, say? (51 

Id One has the highest stand- 
ing in Chester, for example 
0) 

2d Gangster has cowl on 

chimney 17) 

21 Jack on lines of double- 
dealing |7) 

22 Flower on bosom droop in 
the centre? (7) 

26 Wine on the move, mainlv 
| 4 ) 

27 Capital of beekeepers half 
used up (4) 
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7 got comments like, “I’m not gplng to take that from my wife, so I'm not taking tram yo<T 
Women in control - in the boardroom and on the pitch Page 


Spitting 
spat puts 
play-offs 
in a spin 

Baseball 


A threat by umpires to boycott 
the play-offs after a player spat 
at an official was yesterday 
called off at the last minute. ’ 

They were angered by the 
handling of an incident involv- 
ing the Baltimore Orioles’ sec- 
ond baseman, Roberto Alomar, 
and - an umpire, John 
Hirschbeck. on Friday. 

-Following an argument over 
a decision, Alomar spat on 
and bumped Hirschbeck and 
later suggested that the um- 
pire's impartiality bad been 
compromised by his bitterness 
over the death of his cight-year- 
old son. An dnraged 
Hirschbeck had to be re- 
strained from storming into 
the Orioles' dressing-room. 

The union chief, Richie 
PhiUtps, said that umpires would 
boycott games if a five-game sus- 
pension of Alomar did not be- 
gin immediately. 

However, the union presi- 
dent, Jeny Crawford, said that 
umpires would honour a court 
order to return to work if, as ex- 
pected, the League manage- 
ment obtained a ruling yesterday 
morning. 

Alomar has apologised for his 
behaviour and, because he had 
appealed against the suspen- 
sion, was being allowed to play 
until the 1997 regular season.' 

“Our executive board voted 
unanimously to withhold ser- 
vices until the Alomar suspen- 
sion goes into effect.” Phillips 
said. “All the umpires in the 
American League and Nation- 
al League were polled.” 

The major leagues, who 
locked out the umpires last 
year, were determined to stage 
all the post-season fixtures. 
“We will have these games,” 
Rich Levin, the public relations 
director for Major League 
Baseball, said. “W; expect them 
to honour their contract.” 

The first play-off was sched- 
uled yesterday in Baltimore, be- 
tween the Orioles and the 
Cleveland Indians. 

Alomar's apology came in a 
two-page statement issued by 
the Orioles. “I deeply regret my 
disrespectful conduct towards a 
man toot I know always gives h is 
utmost as an umpire. Certain- 
ly, he has worked at least as hard 
as I have to make it to the ma- 
jors. Notwithstanding what oc- 
curred, 1 have great respect for 
him and his profession,” Alomar 
said. 

Hirechbeck was relieved of his 
umpiring duties at the weekend. 
After appealing against his sus- 
pension, Alomar lut a home run 
in the 10th inning on Saturday, 
giving the Orioles the win they 
needed to wrap up the Ameri- 
can League wild-card place. 



Wasps upset by Neath 


Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 


Professionalism would appear to 
have spawned fit lie but strife in 
rugby union's brave new world. 
Yet another row has broken ouL 
this time the much troubled An- 
glo- Welsh competition is the fo- 
cus. Wasps having been stirred 
up by Neath's late withdrawal 
Lrom tonight’s fixture have an- 
nounced they are to seek up to 
£15.0(10 in compensation from 
the Welsh champions. 

The north London club are 
angry they were allowed to com- 
mit t hemselves to costly arrange- 
ments to stage the match at their 
club headquarters at Sudbury. A 
Wasps spokesman, John Gasson, 
said: “We will be asking for 
compensation. We had rom- 
milicd ourselves to substantial 
expense.” 

Neath have cited their in- 
ability to raise a front row for 
the game. According to them, 
the prop John Davies and the 
hooker Barry Williams are on 
international dutv with Wales in 


Italy this week, the reserve 
hooker Marcus Thomas is not 
yet 100 per cent fit after a knee 
injury and Leighton Gerard 
another from row specialist, has 
a leg injury. The prop Mark 
Harris is the only player with 
first team experience who is fiL 

The Anglct-Welsh tourna- 
ment is rapidly losing credibil- 
ity. Bridgend have also 
postponed tonight’s match at 
Leicester and other Welsh clubs 
have cried off in earlier rounds 
of matches. The competition 
has no sponsor, no television 
coverage or concomitant broad- 
casting revenue, and no status. 

The competition came under 
discussion last night during a 
meeting between representa- 
tives of English Professional 
Rugby Union Cubs and their 
Welsh counterparts in Cardiff, 
a get-together which had been 
called to consider other matters. 
The Epruc chief executive, Kim 
Deshayes, said: “We have to 
flush out why we have problems 
and then address those prob- 
lems to get the show back on 
the road because it’s a compe- 


tition we want to continue 
with.” 

Wales, meanwhile, look set 
for another row with an Anglo- 
Welsh flavour. They are seri- 
ously considering staging the 
Five Nations match against 
England on 15 March at Wem- 
bley because of rebufldmg work 
at Cardiff Arms Park which will 
reduce the capacity to around 
30,000 from 52,700. 

They risk incurring the dis- 
pleasure of thdr fans. Talks have 
been held between the Welsh 
Rugby Union and Wembley’s 
owners and if h goes ahead it 
will present Whies supporters 
with a 300-mile round trip. 

The Wales lock Gareth 
Llewellyn, who plays for Har- 
lequins, said last night: “There 
is really nowhere else in Wfoles 
you could stage the match and 
if the Arms Park is not available 
then the only other places to 
hold it would be Bir mingham or 
London. It's a shame for the 
supporters and of course the at- 
mosphere will not be the same 
as the one in Cardiff But we just 
have to lump iL” 



Spanish linesman turns TV star 

ADAM SZRETER telephone threats and the the co n versation in which Mqju- 

school where be is a caretaker to asks the hnesman what be is 
has been daubed with grafitti af- sign alling for and Guerrero 
allowing the recent success in ter he told referee Enrique replies: “Penalty and sending- 
i pain of a comedy film with the Mejuto of an alleged infringe- off’' MUquto, not best pleased at 
inlikdy title of Mouas the Lines- meat in Zaragoza's game with the inevitable controversy that 
nan lor Matias the Assistant Barcelona at the weekend. win ensue, then folk victim tolas 

leferee depending on which On his advice. Mqjuto sent off taste for colourful obscenities, 
ra astatine you use), a real-life Zaragoza's Xavier Agnado and A television microphone cap- 

4 alias has emerged, much to awarded the penalty from which tnred the conversation In detail 
he amusement of Spanish Eons Barcelona equalised, before go and on Monday supporters at 
verywhere-with the exception ing on to win 5-3 after trailing Atleticn Madrid's game with 
if those of Zaragoza. 3-L But televisiw replays suggest Hercules were already chanting 

In the film a linesman who Guerrero was mistaken about tbe the best-known and most ob- 
ecommends a penalty award player involved, and possibly scene phrases of the exchange, 
igainst the Spanish national the nature of the inddent Unfortunately they are too blue 
Sde has to take refuge from an- Viewers have been treated to to print in a family newspaper, 
37 fans in a remote village. Now unexpurgated versions - com- but Matias the Linesman should 
lafael Guerrero has received plrte with heavy obscenities -of soon be on general release. 


Following tbe recent success in 
Spain of a comedy film with the 
unlikely title of Maaas the Lines- 
man tor Matias the Assistant 
Referee depending on which 
translation you use I. a real-life 
Matias has emerged, much to 
the amusement of Spanish fans 
everywhere - with the exception 
of those of Zaragoza. 

In the film a linesman who 
recommends a penalty award 
against the Spanish national 
side has to take refuge from an- 
giy fans in a remote village. Now 
Rafael Guerrero has received 


telephone threats and the 
school where be is a caretaker 

has been daubed with grafitti af- 
ter he told referee Enrique 
Mejuto of an alleged infringe- 
ment in Zaragoza's game with 
Barcelona at the weekend. 

On his advice. Mqjuto sent off 
Zaragoza's Xavier Agnado and 
awarded the penalty from whfch 
Barcelona equalised, before go- 
ing on to win 5-3 after trailiiq£ 


Guerrero was mistaken about tbe 
player involved, and possibly 
the nature of the inddeoL 
Viewers have been treated to 
un expurgated versions - com- 
plete with heavy obscenities -of 
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